Study Questions for 1 Corinthians 3-4 – Grow Up!
The Big Idea: To grow up in Christ we must follow Christ alone, fulfill His calling for us, and walk in humility. 

	I. Follow Christ Alone (3:1-15)
	Key Idea: Immature Christians follow men, while those who are mature seek to follow only Christ. 

	1. Read 1 Cor 3:1-4. How did Paul characterize the Corinthians (v1, 3) and what showed this (v3-4)? What approach had he taken with them (v1-2) and what does this mean? 
	

	2. From 3:5-9 how did Paul describe himself and Apollos (v5, 9)? What were their roles (v6-7) and God’s promise (v8), what was God’s role (v5, 6, 7, 9) and how do the 2 relate? What was Paul’s point (v7)? 
	

	3. From 3:10-15 what was Paul’s job and how did he do it (v10)? What warning does he give (v10) and why (v13-15)? What is the only foundation (v11) and what goal should we have for building on it (v14)? 
	

	II. Fulfill Our Calling (3:16-4:5)
	Key Idea: Growing Christians seek to fulfill their call to be the temple of the Holy Spirit, to be Christ’s servants and stewards of His Word.

	4. In 1 Cor 3:16-17 what kind of “building” are we as the church (v16) and who inhabits us (v16)? What must we avoid (v17) and why (v17)? How is Paul saying that we can we “destroy” the church (see v1-4)? 
	

	5. Based on 3:18-23 what was the real cause of division at Corinth (v18)? Why is this dangerous (v19-20) and what is the application (v21-22)? Why is this foolish (v22-23)?
	

	6. Using 4:1-5 how did Paul want to be viewed (v1) and what did that mean for him regarding God (v2, 4-5) and them (v3, 5)? What will the Lord do when He returns (v5)? 
	

	III. Fight Against Conceit (4:6-21)
	Key Idea: Arrogance and conceit must be overcome if we are to grow up in Christ. 

	7. From 4:6-8 to whom had Paul 1st applied these principles (v6) and why (v6)? What reality is stated (v7) but what did they think (v7)? 
	

	8. In 4:8-13 how did the Corinthians view themselves (v8) and how did this contrast with the apostles (v9-10)? Describe the condition of the apostles (v11-13). What does this mean to you? 
	

	9. Read 4:14-17. Why did Paul not write these things and why did he (v14)? What was his relationship to them (v15) and what did he recommend (v16)? How did he follow this up (v17)? 
	

	10. According to 4:18-21 how had some reacted to Paul (v18) and what was his response (v19, 21)? Of what does the kingdom of God consist (v20) and what does this mean?
	

	11 Review 1 Cor 3-4. In order to grow up spiritually 1) who are we to follow and why (3:5-11), 2) what calling should be our focus (3:16, 4:1-2), and 3) why must we fight against conceit (4:6-10)? 
	


