Study Questions for Judges 9-12 – Power of the Spoken Word

	1. Read Judges 9:1-6. Who was Abimelech (v1) and what did he propose (v2)? What was the response (v3) and what did Abimelech do (v4-5)? What were the results (v5, 6)? 
	

	2. In 9:7-21 who opposed Abimelech (v7)? Recap the story he used (v8-15) and what it implied (v15). What did he tell Shechem to consider (v16-19)? Since the answer was negative what did he call for (v20-21)? 
	

	3. Using 9:22-29 how long was Abimelech’s rule, what occurred and why (v22, 23-24)? How did the resistance against Abimelech play out—part 1 (v25) and  part 2 (v26-29)?
	

	4. From Judges 9:30-49 why was Abimelech able to counterattack (v30-33) and what does this teach us? Describe the way he defeated Gaal and Shechem (v34-41, 42-45) and Shechem’s leaders (v46-49). 
	

	5. Looking at 9:50-57 how was Abimelech killed (v50-54) and what resulted (v55)? What was the summary of this entire story (v56-57) and what did it reveal (v57)? 
	

	6. In 10:1-16 who judged Israel next and how long (v1-2, 3-5)? What happened then (v6, 7-9), how did Israel react (v10), what did God say (v11-14), and what resulted (v15-16)?
	

	7. Based on 10:17-11:11 what offer was made (10:17-18)? Who was recruited (11:5-6) and what was he like (11:1-4)? How did he react (v7) and what was the outcome (v8-11)?
	

	8. Using 11:12-28 how did Jephthah approach the Ammonites (v12-13) and of what did he remind them (v14-17, 18-22)? What points did he make (v23-24, 25, 26, 27)?
	

	9. Read 11:29-40. What was Jephthah’s vow (v29-31) and what occurred next (v32-33)? Describe what then took place (v34-35), how his daughter dealt with this (v36-39), and what resulted (v40). How do you explain this?
	

	10. According to 12:1-15 who challenged Jephthah and why (v1)? What happened and how(v2-6)? How long was his judgeship (v7) and who else judged Israel (v8-10, 11-12, 13-15)?
	

	11 Looking back over 9-12 how were spoken words powerful in the lives of Jotham (9:7-21), Gaal (v26-30), Israel (10:10-16), and Jephthah (11:29-40; 12:5-6)? What does this teach us? 
	


