Lesson Notes – Matt 12:22-50; Luke 8:1-3, 11:14-54 – The Unpardonable Sin
The Big Idea: 
	I. Showing Your Colors (Matt 12:22-37; Luke 8:1-3, 11:14-26) 
	Key Idea: 

	1. Read Luke 8:1-3. What was Jesus’ ongoing ministry (v1)? Who went with Him (v1, 2-3) and what was the function of this “support” team (v1, 3)? What does this scenario teach us?  
	

	2. From Matt 12:22-29 what did Jesus do (v22) and what was the reaction (v23, 24)? How did Jesus answer the objections (v25-26, 27, 28, 29)? 

	

	3. Using Matt 12:30-32 what had the Pharisees’ response shown (v30, 31) and what would result from their actions (v32)? What is (v31, 32) and what is not (v32) the unpardonable sin? Explain.
	

	4. Based on Matt 12:33-37 what was the Jews’ error about Jesus (v33)? What did this reveal about them (v34-35) and what would bring it to light (v36-37)? What does this teach us?
	

	II. Seeking without Conviction (Matt 12:38-50; Luke 11:27-28)
	Key Idea: 

	5. Read Matt 12:38-42. What did the Jews ask for (v38)? How did Jesus assess this (v39) and what 2 examples showed why (v41-42)? Explain the “sign” He promised anyway (v40).

	

	6. Using Matt 12:43-45 what “spiritual” event does Jesus describe (v43-45) and to whom did this apply (v45)? How can we apply this today?
	

	7. In Matt 12:46-50 and Luke 11:27-28 what 2 responses (Matt 12:46-47, Lu 11:27) were made? What thinking did this reveal and how did Jesus correct it (Matt 12:48-50, Lu 11:28)?
	

	III. Seeing the Consequences (Matt 12:46-50; Luke 11:33-54)
	Key Idea: 

	8. Look at Luke 11:33-36. What is the purpose of light (v33, 36) and what is the lamp “in us” (v34)? How does our light become darkness and how can we overcome this (v35-36)?
	

	9. From Luke 11:37-52 list the “woes” against the Pharisees (v42, 43, 44) and scribes (v46, 47-51, 52). Why did Jesus declare these (v37-38, 45) and what was the real problem (v39-41)? How do these relate to us?
	

	10. According to Luke 11:53-54 what was the outcome of Jesus’ confrontation with the Jewish leaders (v53, 54)? How does this show the validity of Jesus’ assessment of them?  
	

	11. Thinking back over these questions why is “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit” the unpardonable sin? How does the settled mindset reveal itself in people’s lives based on this study?
	






