Study Questions for Matt 5:21-6:18; Luke 6:27-36

	I. Regulating Relationships  (5:21-32)
	Key Idea: 

	1. Read Matt 5:21-26. In what 3 ways did Jesus apply the sixth commandment (v22) and what were the consequences (v22, 25-26)? What are the 2 right ways to “make amends” (v23-24, 25)?
	

	2. From Matt 5:27-32 how did Jesus expand “Don’t commit adultery” (v28, 31-32)? Explain this. What does He say to do instead (v29-30, 32) and how should this be applied? 
	

	II. Restoring Rules (5:33-48)
	Key Idea: 

	3. Using Matt 5:33-37 what positive principle does Jesus lay down (v37) and how does this relate to making vows? What attitude causes making a vow to be wrong (v34-36)? 
	

	4. In Matt 5:38-42 with what “law” does Jesus deal (v33—see Ex 21:23-25). How was it meant to be applied and how had it been twisted? What did Jesus say to do (v39-42)? 
	

	5. Look at Matt 5:43-48. How had the Jews changed the meaning of “love your neighbor” (v43)? What was Jesus’ “law” (v44) and why (v45-47)? What is our standard (v48)? 
	

	6. Compare Luke 6:27-38 with Matt 5:38-48. What truths does Luke add (v31, 34-35, 36, 37, 38)? How does this show the fuller meaning of “turn the other cheek”?
	

	III. Real Religion (6:1-18)
	Key Idea:

	7. Based on Matt 6:1-4 what pattern does Jesus correct and why (v1)? What is the first wrong example (v2) and how should it be done (v3? Why (v4)? 
	

	8. From Matt 6:5-8 what is the 2nd wrong practice (v5)? What are some guidelines Jesus gives us for praying (v6, 7) and why (v6, 8)? 
	

	9. Read Matt 6:9-15. What are the basic elements of prayer that Jesus instructs us to follow (v9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14-15)? How does this contrast with the Pharisees’ prayer? 
	

	10. From Matt 6:16-18 how was fasting done by the Jews (v16) and how is it to be done (v17-18)? Look at all 3 practices (v2-5, 6-15, 16-18). What attitude is to be avoided and what attitude is right in doing these? 
	

	11. Looking back over Jesus’ five examples of true righteousness in Matt 5 and three examples of true religion in Matt 6 how would you state each in a positive way?  
	


