Study Questions for 1 Samuel 8-12 – Don’t Take It Personal


	1. Read 1 Sam 8:1-9. What did Samuel do when he got old and how did that turn out (v1-3)? How did the leaders respond (v4, 5) and how did this affect Samuel (v6)? What did he do (v6) and what was God’s answer (v7-9)? 
	

	2. From 8:10-22 what did Samuel tell them a king would demand (v10-12, 13, 14-15, 16, 17)? How would they respond (v18) and what did they say to all this (v19) and why (v20)? What did God direct Samuel to do (v21-22)? 
	

	3. In 9:1-14 who appears (v2) and what was he like (v1-2)? What job was given to Saul by his dad (v3) and how did it go (v4-5)? What was his next step (v6-10)? Who did they encounter and how (v11-15)? 
	

	4. Continuing in 1 Sam 9:15-27 what had God revealed to Samuel (v15-17)? Why had He done this (v16)? What 3 things did Samuel say (v18-19, 20) and how did Saul react (v21)? What did Samuel then do (v22, 23-24, 25-27)?
	

	5. Using 10:1-13 What did Samuel tell Saul (v1) and what did he prophesy to confirm this (v2, 3-4, 5-6)? What else did he instruct (v7, 8)? What happened (v9, 10) and what resulted (v11-13)?
	

	6. In 10:14-27 what did Saul say (v14-16) and omit (v16)? At Mizpah what did Samuel first say (v17-19), and then do (v20-21)? Where was Saul (v22)? Why was he there? What did they do (v23) and what resulted (v23-24, 25-27)? 
	

	7. Looking at 11:1-15 what problem occurred (v1-2) and what did the elders do (v3-4)? What was Saul’s response (v5-7, 8-9) and why (v5)? What was the course of events then (v10, 11, 12-13, 14-15) and why was this good (v15)? 
	

	8. From 12:1-11 what did Samuel recount (v1-2) and what was his main concern (v3, 5)? How did they answer (v4)? What acts had God done for them (v6-11) and what were they like (v7)?
	

	9. Based on 12:12-18 what had Israel done wrong (v12) and what was the result (v13)? What did they now need to do (v14) and not do (v15)? How was this reinforced (v16-18) and what resulted (v18)? 
	

	10. Concluding in 12:19-25 what did the people ask (v19) and how did Samuel answer (v20-22, 24-25) and what did he promise (v23)? 
	

	11. Look back over these chapters. Why do you think God permitted them to have a king, and such a “stylish” king at that? How does He do that with us? What was the real issue that Samuel caused them to think about it chapter 12? What lessons can we draw from that? 
	


