Daily Study Questions for Song of Solomon 3:6-5:1
The Big Idea: God intends for two who are in love to anticipate, experience and celebrate physical love in marriage.
	I. Anticipating Wedded Love                    (3:6-4:7)
	Key Idea: When two are in love it is natural and appropriate to anticipate with great desire the physical expression of love in marriage.  

	1. Read Song of Solomon 3:6-8. What 2 pictures or thoughts attracted Solomon’s fiancée as she viewed him coming to their wedding (v6, 7-8)? Why would both of these be significant to her?  
	The woman visualized the dust of Solomon’s wedding procession as scented smoke that would be eagerly anticipated by most women. She also had the picture of strength and power in her mind as she thought about the entourage filled with sixty armed men who would drive away the night terrors. These show the two sides of attractiveness to women – the sweetness and gentleness of perfume and the strength and security of military might. Solomon represented both to her, so she anticipated his sweetness and his strength. Apply: Husbands and wives must consider their spouses as special, and this makes them very appealing. In particular a husband must understand that the elements of being strong and being sweet are both very appealing to his wife. She imagines his strength to be sufficient to take care of her, and his sweetness to her to be sufficient to make her feel like she is desirable to him. Both of these contribute to her sense of security which is an important component of the relationship. 

	2. From 3:9-11 what image of Solomon impressed his fiancée as she saw him approaching (v9-10, 11)? What does this say about how every bride should feel about her groom? 
	The woman further thought of Solomon’s royal majesty as he approached on his royal couch, carried along by his men, seated on his traveling throne, wearing his wedding day crown. She thought of him as a king (which he was) and she felt good about the fact that Solomon’s mother had blessed the marriage by giving him the crown reserved for this special day. Every bride should share these feelings for their husband – he should be kingly to her and she should feel that he has the blessing of his family upon the marriage. This is a very secure feeling for her. Apply: In some sense the husband needs to seem like a “king” to his wife – worthy of honor and respect. This only happens when he has earned the respect from others, which, in turn, comes from significant accomplishments. . 

	3. In 4:1-3 how did Solomon describe his fiancée's beauty five ways (v1-3) and what does each picture mean? What can husbands learn from this? 
	As Solomon looked at his bride he was overcome with her beauty. He started at the top – with her eyes. They were like doves – soft and dark. Her hair reminded him of how a flock of black goats descending down a mountainside looked from a distance – streams of hair flowing down. Her teeth were as white as freshly shorn sheep that have come up from washing, and each of them had a twin or their young – there were no teeth missing. Her lips were red like a scarlet thread, her mouth was lovely, and her temples with their make up on were like the color of a slice of pomegranate. So when he looked at her face he was mesmerized by her eyes, hair, teeth, mouth and temples. It is good to saturate our minds with the beauty of our wives – it is in the eye of the beholder – and to share those thoughts with her. Apply: A husband should willingly admire the physical, as well as the inner, beauty of his wife. Beauty is relative – in the eye of the beholder; no one is perfectly beautiful. But, each woman must be desirable in the eyes of her husband, and he must willingly express his appreciation for this beauty to her. Just as the man should cultivate characteristics that lead to strength, sweetness and respect, the woman should cultivate the characteristics of beauty (external and internal). It is important for a wife to try to be beautiful her husband and not just let herself go. When she does this she feels better about herself and he does, too. He appreciates the love she shows to him by doing this.  

	4. Using Song of Solomon 4:4-5 how does Solomon further describe his fiancée's beauty (v4, 5)? What do the pictures signify? 
	Her neck was straight and strong like the tower of David, and with its jewelry reminded him of the rows of stones with metal shields attached. As he continued down her body her breasts made him think of two fawns of a gazelle feeding among the lilies – shapely and gentle. This is a reminder to husbands that we should choose to be attracted to our wives and let her appearance and body attract us, rather than that of another female. As Prov 5:19 says we are to “let her breasts satisfy us at all times and be exhilarated always with her love”. Apply: God wants a man to be physically attracted to his wife and instructs him to choose to desire her. Since men are visually stimulated this means that men should think about their wives in this way. If they do make this choice they will be satisfied with her if she is doing her part to make herself as attractive as she can be. 

	5. From 4:6-7 where would Solomon go until he could be with his fiancée (v6)? What did this refer to? In summary how did he view her (v7)? 
	It seems that Solomon would retreat mentally to the night that was just ahead. This would be like a mountain of myrrh and a hill of frankincense – representing being with his wife on his wedding night. As he thought of being with her – and that is a good thing for grooms about to be married so they can experience the joy of wedded love – he reiterated that she was altogether lovely and in his eyes there was no blemish in her. There was eager anticipation of their wedding night by both of them – she was attracted to his strength and sweetness and he was attracted to her physical beauty. Apply: It is good for husbands and wives to think about the time they will be together. The anticipation (if realistic) makes the fulfillment of it that much better. That is why it is good for couples to make dates; while being spontaneous is good, it is often just an excuse for not wanting to go the trouble of making plans (or not wanting to be trapped if something better comes along). 

	II. Experiencing Wedded Love                   (4:8-15)
	Key Idea: Wedded love is meant to be experienced on the physical level as two give themselves fully to each other in love. 

	6. In 4:8-9 how does Solomon address his lover (v8) and what does this signal? What does he invite her to do (v8) and how does he “romance” her (v9)? 
	Solomon addresses the Shunnamite woman as his bride for the first time in the book, which probably signals that they are now married. Based on that he invites her to come with him (maybe on the honeymoon), then romances her by telling her how she makes him feel. When she glances at him with her eyes (maybe batting her eyes at him) she makes his heart be faster – which also happens when he looks at a single strand of her necklace. This simply means that he can’t wait to be with her intimately because he loves her so much. Apply: Husbands should be willing to take the lead in romance and openly communicate in romantic ways. This not only makes the woman feel desirable, it also gives her security because she knows her husband is attracted to her.   

	7. According to 4:10-11 by what two things is the husband captivated (10, 11), and what indicates that this is an actual occurrence, rather than just a fantasy (v11)? 
	Her husband is captivated by her scent and by her lips and mouth. Her love is beautiful, better than wine, and the fragrance of her garments is like the fragrance of Lebanon. Lebanon was known for its heavy mountain forests, so the smell of his bride was better than the fresh smell of Lebanon’s mountain forests. The fact that he says that honey and milk are under her tongue indicates that he is actually kissing her, not just thinking about it. Apply: God designed men to be stimulated by the perfumes of women and by kissing. Pleasantly engaging all of the senses is part of the expression of physical love. This was true in Solomon’s time, and is still true today. 

	8. How are the emotions of the first act of sexual love depicted in 4:12-14 and 15? How does v15 show the beauty and satisfaction of sexual love in marriage (compare Prov 5:15-20)?
	As Solomon went into his bride she was locked up and sealed, forbidden to all. But she freely gave herself to him and the garden spring flowed, and she became like a well of fresh water. As he expressed sexual love she was as appealing to him as the most fragrant of scents and the choicest of fruits. She completely satisfied him, which is the way God intended sexual love expressed in marriage to be. If a husband will make the choice to find his physical satisfaction in his wife God will bless the marriage relationship greatly. Apply: This again shows that God created the sexual union to bring great satisfaction within the boundaries of marriage. We are right to not be flippant (or coarse) about these things, but we must also remember that God created sex as a good thing to be enjoyed in the marriage relationship. Intimacy is the ultimate goal for a marriage relationship, and the physical aspect of this relationship is important to achieving that goal. 

	III. Celebrating Wedded Love                   (4:16-5:1)
	Key Idea: Wedded love is meant to be mutually celebrated and enjoyed to the fullest. 

	9. Based on 4:16-5:1a how does the wife (v16) and husband (5:1a) feel about the physical expression of love? Why is this important for marriage? 
	The wife invited the wind to carry the fragrance of her desire for her husband to “come into her garden and eat its choice fruits” – in other words to make love to her. This shows that she felt good about the physical expression of love. Similarly, after the experience the husband referred to it as “gathering myrrh along with balsam”, having eaten “my honeycomb and my honey”, having drunk my “wine and my milk” – all expressions of pleasurable gratification. It is vital for husbands and wives to not only give themselves to one another in this way (see 1 Cor 7:2-5) but to actually enjoy and celebrate the experience. God gave sex to mankind as a gift in marriage and when it is experienced it binds two together on a very intimate level; without it two often drift apart and become very indifferent to each other. Apply: The wife invited her husband to physically express his love to her, and this invitation is an important aspect of the encounter. Similarly, the husband affirmed the joy of the sexual experience with his wife and this was an affirmation of her in a larger sense as well. As Paul said in 1 Cor 7 when we withhold this expression from one another we introduce temptation into the relationship because men and women were created to have fulfillment in this area. 

	10. Since God is probably doing the talking in the last part of 5:1 how does He feel about the sexual expression of love in marriage? 
	God Himself invites husbands and wives to be lovers and to eat and drink and imbibe deeply in the sexual expression of love. Since God created everything “good” this includes sex in marriage. It is not merely a means of procreation or self-gratification; it is a way of giving ourselves entirely to the other person. This deep act of giving is a reflection of the nature and character of God. So God wants us to express our love to one another in this way. Apply: God invites us to express sexual love to one another in marriage and is pleased when we do. Husbands and wives must honor this principle (along with others) to have the best marriage they can. 

	11. In what ways can our relationship with God reflect the love that Solomon and his bride had for each other? How can we practice it in our marriage relationships?  
	When we consider that God is the husband in our relationship and we are His bride it is appropriate to draw spiritual parallels to the relationship that Solomon writes about. We should similarly give ourselves completely to God as the wife did with Solomon. We should enter into our relationship with God with great anticipation and experience great satisfaction when we spend time with Him. We are not to just “sample” God or look at Him from a distance; we are to intentionally crave time with Him and “eat and drink and imbibe deeply” in our relationship with Him. In our marriage relationship we must also think about our spouse and consider ways to attract them physically. We must willingly express romance in our marriage and enjoy this time together. While there are many marriages in which this feeling vanishes as time goes by it is our responsibility of love for each other to do what it takes to keep our feelings of love stimulated. Marriages that fail to do this are often in danger of dissolution without one of the spouses even realizing it. Beautiful things require attention to remain that way, but they are certainly worth it. Apply: The whole point of the picture Solomon presents is that husbands and wives should love each other with all of their being – nothing should be left out. When two people give themselves to each other in that way they are “completed” in the sense of Gen 2 – Eve was a “helper suitable to Adam”, or literally, a helper corresponding to, or perfectly fitted to, Adam. It is not coincidental that Eve was made from Adam’s rib; when man and woman come together they do complement or complete one another (although it will take work to get to that place). The physical act pictures this, but the entire person – mental, physical, emotional and spiritual – must be given to the other for genuine intimacy to occur. This is what God desires in His relationship with us, too. He has already given Himself completely to us, and He desires that we give ourselves completely to Him – heart, soul, mind and strength. 


