Matt 1, Mark 1, Luke 1, 3 & Jn 1 - Daily Study Questions – One Solitary Life

Key Idea: The four gospels present a reliable picture of Jesus as the Son of God and Jewish Messiah, who offered the way into a personal relationship with the Father.
	I. The Certainty of Jesus’ History (Mark 1:1, Luke 1:1-4)
	Key Idea: Because the accounts of Jesus’ life were based on eyewitnesses and thoroughly investigated, they are reliable. 

	1. Read Mark 1:1. What “beginning” does Mark refer to and how does he identify Jesus here? Since “gospel” means good news, what is so good about it? 
	Mark’s “beginning” refers to the start of the story of the gospel, or the good news. He will open with the story of John the Baptizer, rather than the birth of Jesus, because his interest is immediate – he wants to get the story down on paper (parchment). He was a nephew of Peter, the apostle, and it is assumed that much of his material originated with the sermons of Peter in the days of the early church. That this is based on first-hand accounts is important to guarantee the reliability of the true story of Jesus, since many were circulating at the time. Mark writes about the good news concerning the central person of history, whom he identifies in 3 ways: 1) Jesus 2) Christ and 3) the Son of God. “Jesus” is the Greek form of the Hebrew name, Joshua, which means “the Lord is salvation”, “Christ” means anointed one, and was the traditional name for the Messiah, and “Son of God” obviously stresses His deity as God in the flesh. Because of the entrance of the Son of God into the world who was the long-awaited Messiah, the One who brings salvation this was the greatest “good news” that could have ever been presented. He would save not only the Jews, but the whole world, and since Mark seemingly targeted a Roman audience this would be incredibly good news for all. 

	2. Looking at Luke 1:1-4 what is Luke’s purpose as he writes about the life of Jesus (v4)? Describe the process he uses (v1, 2, 3). How reliable does that make his account of Jesus’ life? 
	Luke was a Gentile physician who accompanied Paul on some of his missionary journeys. This would render his message significant to all non-Jews, and it seems that he writes from this perspective. He writes to Theophilus (a compound Gr. word meaning, “friend of God”) so that he can pen an accurate account of the life of Jesus in consecutive order. He acknowledged that many had tried to write accounts of the life of Jesus with all the events that surrounded it based on the eyewitness accounts that had been “handed down” to them. This indicates that a tradition of the life of Jesus was already being solidified; this enabled Luke to investigate all of these accounts to see what was most reliable historical presentation of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension – including His teachings and everyone’s reaction to Him. Thus, Luke’s process was very scientific and accurate, consistent with current methods. 

	II. The Conception Of Jesus             (Mt 1:1-17; Lk 3:23-37)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ genealogy is consistent with His identity as the prophesied Messiah, the Son of God. 

	3. Using Matt 1:1-17 what is the topic of the verses (v1)? What are the three ways Jesus is identified (v1) and why would each be important to a Jew? 
	Matthew was one of the apostles, writing as a Jew to a Jewish audience. His apparent goal was to present Jesus as the Messiah, thus he took every opportunity to show how He fulfilled all of the prophecies related to this. The opening topic, Jesus’ genealogy, reflects this; it shows that Jesus’ lineage was as it should be for the Messiah. He was, first and foremost, of the lineage of David. This was important because it was prophesied that the Messiah would be the ultimate “son of David” who would rule over Israel (2 Sam 7:12-13). He was also of the lineage of Abraham, meaning He was Jewish. This was obviously necessary since the Messiah would be Jewish, rather than a leader from the outside. Jesus was also identified as “Christ” (“anointed one”, Messiah), just as He was in Mark 1:1. This has more significance for Matthew, though, since he was writing to Jews. 

	4. In Matt 1:2-6 what 4 women are included in Jesus’ genealogy (v3, 5, 6) and why is this surprising (see Gen 38, Josh 2:1, Ruth 1:4, 2 Sam 11)? What does their inclusion show us?
	The four women in Jesus’ genealogy were Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba (although not mentioned by name). This was surprising first because women in general had no standing in society. In God’s eyes, though, they are significant, so these four are mentioned. The second thing that is surprising relates to details of each woman. Tamar had to pose as a prostitute to get her father-in-law Judah to have sexual relations with her to raise up an offspring in place of her husband. The twins that were born were Perez and Zerah, and Perez was chosen by God as the firstborn. Rahab was a prostitute as well, but she placed her faith in the Lord when she talked with the Jewish spies, and thus became part of the lineage of the Messiah. Ruth was a Moabite, but she had taken refuge under the wings of the Lord, the God of Israel (Ruth 2:12), so she became the grandmother of David, and ultimately of the lineage of Jesus the Messiah. Finally, Bathsheba, referred to only as the wife of Uriah because she had committed adultery with King David is mentioned. Her status was elevated because of her connection with David, but the fact that her name was not mentioned shows that this act was not condoned by God. The inclusion of these women shows that God is no respecter of persons – neither male nor female, Jew or Gentile, slave or free, those of good or bad reputation – none of these things matter to Him. It is by faith in Him that we are accepted into His family. 

	5. From Luke 3:23-37 who is Jesus traced back to (v38) and how does this differ from Matthew’s genealogy (Matt 1:1-17)? How does this reveal Luke’s purpose for his account?
	Whereas Matthew traces Jesus from Abraham to His earthly father, Joseph, Luke traces Jesus back from Joseph to Adam, the earthly son of God. However, the genealogy of Luke seems to be that of Mary’s rather than Joseph’s, which is indicated by the word “supposedly” (literally, “as it was being thought”) in 3:23. Luke’s genealogy thus relates Jesus to the first Adam and to the whole world, since his goal is not to present Him as the Messiah, but as the Son of Man – a messianic and divine designation from Dan 7:13-14. Luke uses this term to refer to Jesus 26 times, compared to 11 as the “son of God” and 12 as “Christ”. Luke seemingly desired to present Jesus as the ideal “man” (God in the flesh) who would save mankind from the curse of sin that Adam inaugurated. He would be the “second Adam”. This is in contrast to John who focused on Jesus as God. 

	III. The Clarification of Jesus’ Identity (Jn 1:1-18)
	Key Idea: Jesus is the eternal Son of God who lived on earth as a man and provided life, light and a relationship with the Father. 

	6. Read John 1:1-5. Which “beginning” does John refer to and who was there (v1-2)? Describe the One who was in the beginning (v1, 3, 4-5). 
	John, in contrast to Mark, refers to the beginning of creation and says that “the Word” was there in the beginning, with God. We know that “God” refers to the Father, and Gen 1:2 tells us that the Spirit, who was brooding over the surface of the waters was there also. The Word’s identity (Jesus) will be clarified later, but for the Greek mind this was “logos”, the “rational principle of divine reason”. For the Jewish mind this was the Word of God that had called all things into existence – the wisdom of God as expressed in Proverbs 8. Thus, this designation of the 2nd person of the Trinity would communicate to both Jew and Gentile, consistent with John’s purpose to write a gospel for the world. This Word who was in the beginning was 1) with (face to face with, Gr “pros”) God, meaning He was a distinct being from God the Father, but also God Himself (both ideas are important for the doctrine of the Trinity). He was in the beginning with God, meaning He wasn’t created; rather, He was the exclusive Creator of all things. He is the source of life and this life is also the source of light for all mankind. This light can’t be overcome by the darkness (both metaphorical terms for spiritual light and darkness), but prevails over it instead. 

	7. Using John 1:6-8 who bore witness of “the light” (v6-7) and who sent him (v6)? What was the purpose of his witness (v7)? 
	John the baptizer was sent from God as the forerunner of the Messiah to bear witness of Him. Here it says he bore witness of the light for the express purpose that all might believe in the light through him. As Rom 10:17 says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of (about) Christ.” The message must be given for people to believe. Even Jesus’ words were the basis for people’s belief when He was alive because He claimed to be God. John the writer, who was probably a disciple of John the baptizer first, made it clear that John the baptizer was not the “light”; he only bore witness of the light. 

	8. Based on John 1:9-13 what does the light do (v9) and how is this true? What are the 3 responses (v10, 11, 12) and how is the positive response made? What is its result (v13)? 
	The “true” light enlightens every man by His coming into the world. This means that everyone has an opportunity to come out of darkness into light because the light came into the world and prevails over darkness. This does not mean that everyone has a “divine spark” in them; if that were true then everyone would be of the light because light prevails over darkness. This would make the distinction between those who received Him and those who did not irrelevant, because all would be of the family of the light and considered children of God. There were three responses to Jesus: 1) He was in the world that was made through Him, but the world did not know Him; 2) He came to His own – the Jews – and they did not receive Him; 3) There were some who did receive Him of each of these first two groups; they believed in Him and were given the right to become children of God. They did this not because of blood (physical heritage), not because of the will of the flesh, or simply wanting to be in God’s family, and not because of the will of man (literally, a male, such as husband) – a husband cannot will a child to be in God’s family. Only the will of God brings about the new birth and membership in the family of God, and this is facilitated by personally trusting in Christ.

	9. According to John 1:14-15 who is “the Word” (v14)? What is He like (v14, 15) and what has He done (v15)? 
	Since “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” this must refer to Jesus (v18). Jesus had the glory of the only begotten (of the same nature) of the Father God, and was full of grace and truth. He had a higher rank than John because He existed before him. John was born 6 months earlier than Jesus physically, so this is a reference to the existence of Jesus before His incarnation. It is important to see also that He “dwelt” (“tabernacled” literally) among us in the flesh; He did not simply appear to be so, but was a human being. 

	10. From John 1:16-18 what have we received through Jesus (v16-17) and what are we able to understand because of Him (v18)? 
	We (Christians) have received His “fullness” and grace upon grace. We don’t receive part of Jesus when we are saved, and then the rest after a second work of grace (such as the baptism of the Spirit). What does occur, though, is that we continue to receive God’s works of grace again and again; when it seems we are about to run out of it, God’s gives some more. Even though the Law was given through Moses that was not sufficient for our needs because man can’t keep the Law. However, grace took care of this and didn’t take away from the truth because of the work of Jesus Christ. Since He fulfilled the Law, all who believe in Him are able to have a personal relationship with God the Father. It is only through Jesus Christ that we have the capacity to have this personal relationship because He is in the bosom of the Father (a term of mutual intimacy). His relationship with the Father and His presence among us has declared or explained the Father to us. 

	11. Looking over the “beginning of the gospel” what is the background of Jesus, what is He like, and what did He come to do? Why do the gospels seem like reliable historical accounts? 
	Jesus existed from eternity past, was present at creation and has an intimate relationship with the Father. As a man He was born of the lineage of Abraham, David, and Adam, thus making Him a suitable representative for the human race and acceptable fulfillment of the prophecies regarding the Messiah. He is in very nature God and thus full of His glory, the only Son of the Father. He is the communication of God, who, as the Word, has explained Him. He is the source of life and of light, or truth. Additionally, through Him we have grace and truth. He came that we might have life, be in the family of God, and know the Father. Since the gospels all present a picture of Jesus from a different vantage point, but agree in all the essential points it gives a high degree of reliability that they are accurate historical accounts. Also, they are based on eyewitness accounts and have been thoroughly investigated. All of these factors render them as objective, factual historic accounts. 


