Study Questions for Matt 27-28, Mk 15, Lu 24, Jn 19-20 – Go-o-oooooal!
The Big Idea: In spite of the evidence for the resurrection, people will only believe when they have a personal encounter with Jesus. 

	I. Dead and Buried                             (Mk 15:42-47; Matt 27:62-66)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ death was certain and His tomb was so secure that no one could take His body out of it. 

	1. Read Mark 15:42-47. Who asked to bury Jesus (v43) and what was he like (v43, see Matt 27:57, Lu 23:50-51, Jn 19:38)? Why was this significant? Who helped prepare the body and how (Jn 19:39-42)?
	Joseph of Arimathea (about fifteen to twenty miles northwest of Jerusalem, birthplace of Samuel), a prominent member of the Sanhedrin council who had opposed the condemnation of Jesus (Lu 23:51), requested from Pilate to bury the body of Jesus. As Matthew says, he was a rich man, making this a fulfillment of the prophecy of Is 53:9 that says Jesus was “with a rich man in His death”. Joseph had become a disciple of Jesus (Matt 27:57), although in secret for fear of the Jews (Jn 19:38). He also was waiting for the kingdom of God (Mk 15:43), and was a good and righteous man (Lu 23:50). These factors are all significant because it shows that Jesus had even led one or two (Nicodemus, too) in the inner circle of the religious elite to faith in Himself. Both Joseph and Nicodemus helped prepare the body of Jesus, out of love and respect probably, by placing a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing a hundred pounds in the wrappings. This would cause the grave wrappings to solidify in a mummy like cast as they dried out. This explains why Peter and John were convinced of the resurrection when they saw the tomb, because Jesus’ body had simply disappeared from the wrappings encasing Him, probably collapsing and laying there.

	2. Using Matt 27:62-66 what did the Jews request (v64) and why (v62-63, 64)? How did Pilate respond (v65-66)? In light of the resurrection why was this important?
	The Jewish leaders requested from Pilate that he give orders to make the grave secure until the third day. They based this request on Jesus’ prophecy that after three days He would rise again (Matt 16:21, 17:23, 20:19), so they feared that the disciples would come and try to steal His body to “make” this prophecy be fulfilled and convince the people that He had indeed risen again. This would make the last “deception” (the first being that He claimed to be the Son of God) worse than the first. Pilate allowed them to have a Roman guard (Probably a quaternion, which would be 16 soldiers) to make the grave secure. This, as well as the conclusiveness of Jesus’ death, makes the resurrection even more stunning; the idea that the disciples stole the body almost requires more faith than the resurrection itself. Similarly, the idea that Jesus was merely unconscious and revived in the coolness of the tomb is absurd. The big question is that if the tomb was empty where was the body; Jesus didn’t revive and then move a heavy stone that was placed in a rut to get out, and the disciples didn’t steal the body because the Roman guard was posted. Obviously the Jews didn’t take the body and the Roman guard didn’t take the body. In addition the body has never been found, although possibly the burial cloth (the shroud of Turin) has. The most plausible explanation is that Jesus really did rise from the dead, especially in light of the many who saw Him alive after His resurrection were still around at the time of the writing of the gospels. They could have easily refuted such testimony. 

	II. Death-Defying and Believing (Matt 28:1-8; Lu 24:4-12;                        Jn 20:3-18)
	Key Idea: Jesus defied death when God brought Him back to life and many believed that He was truly alive. 

	3. From Matt 28:1-8 who came to the tomb and when (v1)? Why did they come (see Mk 16:1)? What did they discover (v2-4)? What did the angel say (v5-6, 7) and how did they respond (v8)?
	Mary Magdalene and the “other” Mary (mother of James and John) went to the tomb around the time of dawn on the third day which was Sunday. Mary Magdalene had probably gone earlier (John 20:1 – says while it was still dark, indicating an earlier time - and Mk 16:9-11) to put spices on the body and probably to grieve some more. When she saw that the stone was rolled away and the body was gone she ran to tell Peter and John. This trip was subsequent to Mary’s first trip. When the women arrived to look at the grave they discovered an angel sitting on the stone that was rolled back. His appearance was bright as lightning and his garment was white as snow. The guards were shaking due to fear and had become like dead men. The angels (there were at least two) told the women to not be afraid since they knew that they were looking for Jesus who had been crucified. They told them that He had arisen just as He said, and then they showed the women the empty tomb. They then told them to quickly go and tell the disciples that He had arisen and that He was going before them into Galilee. They would see Him there. They obeyed, leaving the tomb with fear (awe) and great joy to go and report it to the disciples. Apparently Mary Magdalene had separated from them because she encountered Jesus alone a little later. 

	4. In Luke 24:4-11 what else did the angels tell the women (v4-8) and why was this important (see Matt 12:39-40, Jn 2:18-22)? What did the women do next (v9-10) and what was the reaction (v10-11)?
	The angels, seeing the perplexity of the women over the missing body of Jesus, asked why they sought the Living One among the dead. They then reminded them of what Jesus had said before He died that He would be crucified and then rise again on the third day. This reminder jogged their memories, and was critically important because Jesus held up His resurrection as the sign that His claims to be the Son of God were authentic. Obviously the resurrection couldn’t be contrived or manipulated; only God could bring a dead man back to life. Jesus, therefore, hinged His entire truth claim on the resurrection; if it had not occurred, He was a fraud, but if it did He indeed was the Son of God as He had claimed. When the women heard what the angels said they left to report their discovery and encounter to the eleven disciples and “all the rest” (other associates and women who were there). 

	5. According to John 20:3-12 which disciples went to the tomb (v3) and who arrived first (v4)? What did they see (v5-7) and what was the result (v8-9)?
	Simon Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved (John) went to the tomb after Mary Magdalene told them that she had gone there and the body was gone. Mary probably went back with the women, but didn’t leave with them, during which time she encountered Jesus. When the two disciples ran there John arrived first, looked in, and saw the linen wrappings lying there. He went back out, possibly thinking that Jesus’ body was still in the wrappings since they had been formed around Him. When Peter went in, though, he saw (actually beheld, meaning he stared at them) the wrappings and the facecloth rolled up apart from them. Apparently he told John about this which led John back in, and he believed, realizing that the body actually was gone and the facecloth had been rolled up by Jesus. This story shows the general unbelief of the disciples, which provides further evidence that they didn’t make up the resurrection – it surprised them as much as anyone else. 

	6. Read John 20:11-17. Describe Mary’s initial reaction (v11-13) and her next reaction to Jesus (v14-15)? How did this change and why (v16)?
	Mary’s initial reaction was weeping because she hadn’t yet encountered the angel and thought they had misplaced or stolen the body. She saw the two angels sitting in the tomb, one at the head and one at the feet, and told them that she was weeping because she didn’t know where they had taken the body. She then turned around and saw Jesus, but didn’t recognize Him for some reason. She thought He was the gardener and wondered if He had taken away the body. Jesus then said, “Mary”, and she recognized Him, calling Him affectionately, “Rabboni!” meaning “Teacher”. 

	7. Using John 20:17-18 what did Jesus tell Mary (v17) and what do you think He meant? How can we apply this? What did Mary do next (v18)?
	She immediately began to hug Jesus’ feet (see Matt 28:9), but He told her to stop clinging to Him since He had not yet ascended to His Father. The old relationship had to change because He was not the same – He was no longer earthbound, but heaven bound. He instructed her to go tell the disciples (the brethren) that He would ascend to His Father and their Father, and His God and their God. He had told this to them all along, that He was going back “home”, and now was the time. So, she had to let go of her old conceptions of Jesus. Similarly, we must grow in our knowledge of the Lord – sometimes we have preconceived notions of who Jesus is or what He is like that are wrong - and allow the truth of who He is to transform us. When Mary heard this she obeyed and went to tell the rest of the disciples that she had seen the Lord. The first time she had told them that the body was gone but they didn’t believe; this time she went to tell them that she had actually seen the Lord and told them what He said. 

	III. Denying and Bewildered           (Matt 28:11-15; Lu 24:13-32)
	Key Idea: While the Jews denied the resurrection and the disciples were bewildered, Jesus patiently revealed Himself. 

	8. Based on Matt 28:11-15 how did the Jewish leaders react (v11-13) and why (v14)? Logically, how should they have responded? What was the result of their cover-up (v15)?
	When the chief priests heard that the body of Jesus was gone and there were reports of His resurrection they assembled the elders and counseled together about what they should do. They decided to give the soldiers a large sum of money to say that the disciples stole the body while they were asleep. This was ludicrous because the soldiers would have been executed if they had allowed that to happen; to counter this, the Jewish leaders told them that they would keep them out of trouble with Pilate. The leaders should have responded with belief in Jesus since He had given this as a sign of His claims to be the Son of God. The result of this cover-up was that this story was widely spread, even until the time of the writing of the gospel of Matthew (around 60-65AD). 

	9.  From Luke 24:13-24 who was going to Emmaus (v13) and what was their conversation (v14, 18-24)? Who joined them (v15)? How did they respond (v17) and why (v16)?
	Two of the disciples who had heard the report of the resurrection, but didn’t believe, were walking to Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking about all the events that had just occurred – Jesus’ death and the reports of His resurrection. Jesus encountered them on the road but their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him. When Jesus asked what they were talking about, they were incredulous that He hadn’t heard about the things that had happened in Jerusalem. In response to this Jesus said, “What things”, and they told Him about how Jesus had been delivered up to death by the Jewish leaders and had been crucified. To make matters worse He was the very one they had hoped would redeem Israel, and it had been three days since it all happened. Then they told Him how some of the women had amazed them by saying that the body was gone from the tomb and some angels said He was alive. Some of the disciples had actually confirmed the body as being gone themselves, but they didn’t see Jesus. 

	10. In Luke 24:25-32 what was Jesus’ rebuke (v25) and what did He explain (v26, 27)? What else did He do (v28-30) and with what result (v31, 32)? What occurred next (v31, 33-35)?
	Jesus rebuked them for being foolish and slow of heart to believe all the prophets had spoken. This especially referred to the necessity of the Messiah to suffer these things and enter into His glory. He then explained everything about Himself beginning with the books of Moses (Gen - Deut) and the prophets from all the Scriptures. When they got near Emmaus He acted like He would keep going, but they urged Him to stay and eat with them since it was evening. He did this, reclining at table and eating, and when He took the bread and blessed it their eyes were opened. Immediately He vanished from their sight. They then shared how their hearts had been burning as He spoke to them on the road, a testimony to the powerful presence and Word of Jesus. They then returned to Jerusalem (they hadn’t gone to Galilee as He had commanded) to tell the eleven that the Lord had really risen and had appeared to Simon, and they shared with them about their experiences with Him on the road and how their eyes had been opened as they ate bread together. 

	11. Summarize the responses to Jesus’ resurrection by Mary, Peter and John, the Jewish leaders, and the Emmaus-bound disciples. What changed disbelief to belief, and why didn’t the Jewish leaders believe? Apply.
	Mary thought the body had been taken and didn’t believe the resurrection at first, but later came to believe when Jesus confronted her. Peter believed because he saw the face cloth rolled up separately, indicating that He had indeed risen, although it is not clear whether John did or not. The Jewish leaders refused to believe even though the evidence was overwhelming, and the Emmaus-bound disciples were unbelieving like the rest of the disciples. The disbelief of the followers of Jesus was changed to belief, one by one, as Jesus appeared to them, but the Jewish leaders had their minds made up that they would not believe. There are two kinds of skepticism – honest and dishonest; honest skeptics will believe when given adequate evidence, but dishonest skeptics simply refuse to believe regardless. We must have an openness to the truth even when it is contrary to our experience; otherwise we may miss the greatest opportunities. Especially with regard to spiritual truth we must be open to those things that challenge our current thinking, because it is filled with the untruth of the world, Satan, and the flesh; it is what we have always lived with this mindset, but God’s revelation is meant to replace it. The Christian transformation is all about changing our thoughts from lies to truth. 


