Study Questions for 1 Corinthians 13-14 – And in This Corner
The Big Idea: Love is overall filter for the use of spiritual gifts in worship, but prophecy is superior to tongues since it clearly expresses the Word of God. 
	I. Preeminence of Love (13)
	Key Idea: Love is superior to any other spiritual action because without it nothing of lasting worth will be accomplished. 

	1. Read 1 Cor 13:1-3. What spiritual activities are compared to love (v1, 2, 3) and why do you think these were chosen? If love does not accompany these activities, what are their results like (v1, 2, 3)? 
	The gifts of tongues, prophecy, wisdom, knowledge, and faith, along with the personal sacrifice of all possessions and even one’s life, are compared to love. These gifts were chosen probably because they were the showy gifts, the one’s that might indicate a higher level of spiritual status or maturity. Considering the Corinthians’ penchant for division they probably argued over which of these gifts were the greatest and divided themselves into classes or groups based on these. However, Paul even included giving up everything and even one’s life to show that these were worthless if love did not accompany them. In other words if the gifts were primarily to edify the person with the gift, by either making them look good or feel good about themselves, they would have no lasting result. Noisy gongs or clanging cymbals fade away quickly, leaving nothing, just as a mountain removed by faith accomplishes nothing. It may be impressive, but it has no further lasting benefit. Even giving up all possessions to feed the poor gives us no profit (gain) if we are not motivated by love. Love is focused on building up the other person, rather than oneself; so, unless an act of spiritual service is accompanied by love it is merely a self-centered action that produces no lasting gain for anyone. 

	2. From 13:4-7 what is true love like (v4, 6-7) and not like (v4, 5, 6)? How did these apply to the Corinthian church? Where can you apply these in your life specifically? 
	True love is first patient (makrothumia, long-suffering) and kind (willing to help), and it bears (covers over in silence) all things, believes (trusts) all things, hopes all things and endures (bears up under) all things. The Corinthians were to suffer long with each other (be patient with each other), be willing to help each other, have an attitude of allowing for mistakes, trust, rather than mistrust, each other, hope for the best with each other, and not give up on each other. Defined negatively, they were not to be jealous of each other, or brag, or be puffed up and arrogant. They were not to act rudely (inconsiderately) towards each other, or seek their own desires primarily, or get provoked easily, or keep an account of wrongs done to them. They were not to rejoice in the unrighteousness of each other because it made them feel better about themselves, but rather were to rejoice in the truth as it was manifested in one another. In short if they would love one another this “strategy” would never fail to accomplish God’s purposes in them. These traits, stated both as what love is like and then what it is not like primarily refer to the way Christians should treat one another and the way that God treats us – rather than the love that is expressed between two who are in love (although indirectly that is a good application, too). 

	3. In 13:8-13 what 3 virtues are permanent (v8, 13) and which is greatest (v13)? What will cease (v8-9) and when (v10-12)? What do you think “the perfect” (v10) is and what will it be like when it comes (v11-12)? 
	Tongues, prophecy and knowledge will cease (be rendered completely inactive or ineffective) but faith, hope and love will remain perma-nently. The greatest of these love because faith and hope will both be realized when we get to heaven (although they will continue to exist), but love will continue in full force. Furthermore, love contains faith (believes all things) and hope (hopes all things), so it is the most comprehensive of these three traits. Everything else will cease when the “perfect” (complete) comes; this could refer to the completion of the New Testament canon, but more than likely refers to the final consummation of all things when Christ returns. Then we will know fully, even as we are fully known, but now, even with a complete Bible we don’t know everything fully. We will not need all of these gifts when we are made complete in our state of glory, but now, due to our inability to comprehend on our own, we need each other. When “the perfect” comes – the perfect (the word teleios means complete) state ushered in by the Perfect One – we will no longer need things suitable for our present, incomplete existence. 

	II. Priority of Prophecy (14:1-25)
	Key Idea: Because prophecy (declaration of the Word) clearly presents God’s Word it must receive priority in corporate worship. 

	4. Looking at 1 Cor 14:1-5 what does Paul encourage (v1)? What 2 gifts are then compared (v5) and which is superior (v1, 5)? Why (v2-3, 4, 5)? 
	Paul encourages (it is in the imperative, so it is a command) the Corinthians to pursue (to press hard after) love, but to desire earnestly spiritual gifts. Since he has already stated that God sovereignly gifts people according to His will (12:18) this must mean that we are to desire earnestly (be zealous) to discover and use our gift. He then compares the gifts of prophecy and tongues and says that we should desire especially that we prophesy. In other words we should seek to discover our spiritual gift and start with prophecy; as 1 Cor 12:27 says God has appointed in the church 1st apostles, 2nd prophets, 3rd teachers, then the rest of the gifts. Tongues is listed last; so if God has not bestowed on you any other gift then it must be tongues. The problem in the Corinthian church is that they had elevated this gift equal to or above the gift of prophecy. Prophecy is of 1st rank in the local church although apostles are the church planters that establish churches and then move on. This passage corresponds to Eph 4:11-12 which says that God has given apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastor-teachers to the local church, although no order is given there. As Paul compares prophecy and tongues it is obvious that prophecy has to do with truth-telling, rather than foretelling. It speaks clearly to men for edification (building up), exhortation (motivation), and consolation (encouragement), while tongues strictly serves the individual engaging in it. While Paul says that he wishes all spoke in tongues, he is really just trying to not disparage the gift since it comes from God. But more than that he wishes more that all would prophesy since it has a greater spiritual impact than the gift of tongues. This is because it speaks to the understanding; whereas tongues, when manifested, needs to have an interpreter present so that the message will be comprehended. The reality is that Paul viewed tongues as unknown languages that had to be interpreted to have value; he did not view them as gibberish or “Spirit” language. 

	5. Based on 14:6-12 when is the gift of tongues beneficial (v6, 9) and why (v12)? What 2 illustrations are used (v7-8)? What, in essence, are these tongues (v10-11)? 
	The gift of tongues is beneficial when it results in a message that reveals God’s truth, provides knowledge of His will, prophesies God’s intentions, or teaches God’s truth. If it only is an audible sound (but not a message) it does none of these things; it is rather like a flute or harp that plays only one note – there is no benefit to be gained from that. It must be clear speech to impart knowledge. When tongues is accompanied by interpretation it edifies the church, but when it is unintelligible it imparts nothing of value to the church. By saying that every language has meaning Paul is clearly saying that tongues is a gift of language that simply needs to be interpreted. This occurred at Pentecost in Acts 2 and it occurs on the mission field at times even today when a language unknown to the missionary is spoken, thus communicating God’s truth to those who hear in their own language. 

	6. Read 14:13-19. What guidance is given for using the gift of tongues (v13)? Why (v14, 16-17)? What was Paul’s conclusion for himself based on this (v15, 18-19)? 
	The one who had the gift of tongues was to pray that he also be able to interpret because without this the spirit, but not the mind, is fruitful. It is better for the spirit and the mind to be fruitful, and it is better for others to be edified because they understand the message. Paul himself desired to pray and sing with both his spirit and his mind, so even though he spoke in tongues (apparently on the mission field), in the church he desired to speak only five words with his mind. In this way he would be able to instruct others, and even though he might be able to speak 10,000 words in a tongue, he desired to speak in a way that others could understand, referring to the gift of prophecy. 

	7. From 14:20-25 what is encouraged (v20) and to what understanding does this lead (v21-22)? Explain. Compare the different results of tongues and prophecy (v23-25). 
	Paul encouraged the Corinthians to be mature in their thinking regarding spiritual things but to be like infants (napioi, meaning uninitiated, naïve) when it came to evil. If they thought maturely about tongues they would realize that it had been given as a sign that God had turned from the Jewish people to the Gentiles. It was a sign of judgment on Jewish unbelievers because God had brought foreigners into Israel to defeat them – they heard their foreign languages. On the other hand prophecy had always been given to bring conviction on believers. So, when the church gathered and those in the assembly spoke in tongues the ungifted or unbelievers present wouldn’t understand or benefit. However, if someone prophesied with a message that could be understood the unbeliever would be convicted by all and called to account by all. This would lead to the secrets of his heart being disclosed – God revealing to him the truth about his sinfulness – so that he would fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God certainly is among them. This should be the goal of corporate worship, to know that God is present with us and that He is leading the worship service. This occurs when the Word is presented clearly.

	III. Propriety in Worship                    (14:26-40)
	Key Idea: Corporate worship must be conducted in an orderly manner so that the truth of God can be received by all.

	8. According to 14:26-33 what would a typical worship service look like (v26), with what restrictions (v27-28, 29-32)? What basic principle should be followed (v26, 33)?  
	In the Corinthian worship service the gifts would be exercised appropriately; one would read or sing a psalm, one would teach, one would share a revelation from God, one would speak in a tongue (unknown language) if an interpreter was present. They were to do this in order; if two or three spoke in tongues or prophesied they were to take turns. However, if no interpreter was present the one with the gift of tongues was to keep silent. When there were prophecies they were to be judged as being from God or not because the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. If one had a revelation to another who was seated the prophet who spoken before that was to remain silent. Since this would be done one by one everyone could learn and be exhorted. The general principle was that God is a God of peace, not confusion, and all things were to be done for edification. So, all things had to be done in an orderly manner so that edification would occur. 

	9. In 14:34-36 what was Paul’s instruction (v34, 35) and what was the basis (v34)? What does he rhetorically ask (v36) and how does this probably relate to his instruction?  
	Paul also instructed the women at Corinth to keep silent in the worship services with regard to a prophetic word or revelation (even if by tongues). The point is that women are not to teach authoritatively, as a word from God, in worship services. This is reflected in 1 Tim 2:11-14 and was carried over from the Old Testament. As Paul says there this is based on the order of creation – Adam was created first and then Eve - and on Adam and Eve’s experience in the fall; it was the woman who was deceived and then Adam. The reason for Paul’s instruction is that the service at Corinth was in chaos, and this was due partly to women speaking prophetically in the worship services. While many women are great teachers the correct exercise of that gift is by teaching other women. This is consistent with God’s order for the home where men are meant to be the spiritual pacesetters. This was the accepted practice in the churches of the New Testament but apparently Corinth was violating this pattern. So, Paul asks if the Word of the Lord has gone forth from them only, expecting a negative reply. 

	10. In 14:37-40 what did Paul state (v37-38) and why do you think he did? How did he summarize his teaching in chapter 14 (v39) and the underlying rationale (v40)? 
	Paul reminded them that he was writing this as the Lord’s commandment so if anyone did not follow this instruction he was not to be acknowledged. Some probably would accuse him as basing this on his opinion as a Jew, but he wanted them to know that his word on this was from the Lord. Similarly, we cannot merely say that this was a cultural application or that Paul was just a chauvinist. This was the Lord’s command that Paul was communicating. He summarized his teaching in this chapter as 1) desire earnestly to prophesy 2) don’t forbid to speak in tongues and 3) all things had to be done decently an in order (which was the underlying rationale). For prophecy this would be one at a time and for tongues this would be one at a time and with an interpreter present. 

	11 Review 1 Cor 13-14. In your own words why is love superior to any spiritual gift, and why is prophecy superior to tongues? Why should we, in the context of love, seek to know and use our spiritual gift and what should always govern its use (14:12; 14:40)?
	God’s love (agape) is superior to any spiritual gift because when the motive is right the actions will be right, too, regardless of what they are. Also, the effects and operation of love are eternal while that of spiritual gifts is temporary. Prophecy is superior to tongues because it clearly communicates the truth of God, while tongues is unintelligible without an interpreter present. The goal is edification and unless a person can hear the truth clearly they can’t apply it and thus grow. The reason we should seek to know our spiritual gift and use it is because it will build up other believers. This should be our goal if we are to truly express God’s love; this, in turn, directs the correct use these gifts. They must be exercised decently and in order so that the benefits of them can be received for edification. 


