Daily Study Questions for 1 John 2:3-29 – True Colors
The Big Idea: Genuine believers show their true colors when they love one another, avoid false teachers and their way of life, and when they abide in the teachings of Jesus. 
	I. Adhere to the New Commandment (2:3-11)
	Key Idea: When we adhere to the commandment to love one another it is a clear sign that we know Jesus personally. 

	1. Read 1 John 2:3-6. What is a sign of knowing Jesus (v3), and what are some other ways of saying this (v5, 6)? What does it show if we don’t (v4) and if we do (v5)?
	Keeping the commandments of Jesus is a sign of knowing Him – to truly know Him is to be in unison with His heart. This is also the same as “keeping His word” (“keeping” is the idea of guarding that which is entrusted to you) and “to walk in the same manner as He walked”. Jesus’ command was to follow His example – He imparted His way of life to His disciples and this is what we are to do. To know Him is to love Him (v5), and to love Him is to “abide” in Him (remain or dwell in Him). If we don’t obey His commandments or walk in His ways, but say we know Him, we are a liar (lying to ourselves as well as to others); but if we do this the love of God has truly been completed (made perfect, had its logical result or outcome) in us. Apply: If we are not keeping, obeying, or abiding in the commandments of Jesus we have no reason to believe we actually know Him. We do the things we believe in, even if we tell ourselves otherwise – that’s the way God has wired us up. It is easy to say we abide in Him, which is a very relational word, but if we don’t actually walk as He walked then we haven’t really come to understand who He really is. That is why it says that love is perfected in the one who keeps His word – when we truly love Him we will do what He says. 

	2. In 2:7-8 in what sense was the commandment that John was giving old (v7)? How was it new (v8)? 
	John was writing an old commandment – to love one another (v9-10) – because the Old Testament said that the greatest commandment was to love the Lord completely and the second greatest was to love your neighbor as yourself. These were not fulfilled very well by the Jews under the Mosaic covenant, but the commands were still considered to be the greatest ones. However, this commandment was a new one in that Jesus renewed it by saying in John 13:34, “a new command I give to you that you love one another, just as I have loved you that you love one another.” The new aspect of this commandment was possibly to love as Jesus loved them. Until that time they had not fully understood what true love was, but He now had given them a clear picture of it by His life. Apply: If we really want to know what it looks like to love one another we simply have to study the life of Jesus. Love is not just a feeling with Him; it is an action that is epitomized by sacrifice. It is not that which is reserved for the ones who like us either, as it was for the Jews; it extends even to our enemies. Even though the Old Testament taught this (see the story of Jonah) it wasn’t really demonstrated thoroughly until Jesus came. Our love will be most clearly seen when it is freely given to those who seem to deserve it the least. 

	3. From 2:9-11 what was the “old”/”new” commandment (v9-10)? What is the effect of “hating” your Christian brother (v9, 11) and of loving him (v10)? 
	The old/new commandment is to love our brother. This seems so simple, but it is hardly easy, because to truly love someone requires complete sacrifice and faith in God. This is possible only by the Spirit of God, which is the reason it says that if we love our brother we abide in the light. The effect of this is that we have “no cause for stumbling” when we truly love. Conversely, if we hate our brother – not seeking his best for whatever reason – we are in darkness and thus we stumble around all the time. Interestingly, when we hate our brother the darkness has blinded our eyes. Normally light is what blinds our eyes, but in this case the darkness makes us unable to see because it has settled in so deeply on us. Apply: When we fail to love our brother we show that we are in the darkness. Anyone who walks around in the dark stumbles, and that is not a good thing. When we fail to love our brother we also stumble because we are not letting the light of Jesus shine in our lives – we are in the dark. The bottom line is that you really are not walking in the light of Jesus if you are not showing love to each other. We have to look at our lives and evaluate this. 

	II. Avoid False Teachers (2:12-23)
	Key Idea: When we avoid false teachers and their way of life it is a clear sign that we know Jesus personally. 

	4. Using 1 John 2:12-14 identify the three groups (v12-13) and why John wrote to each (v12-14). Who do you think each group refers to, and what each description means? 
	The three groups that John addresses are the little children, fathers and young men. John wanted to write to the little children because their sins are forgiven and because they know the Father. The fathers were written to because they know Him who has been from the beginning (referring to Jesus, 1 Jn 1:1) and the young men were written to because they had overcome the evil one, they were strong and the Word of God dwelt in them. It seems that the little children are those new in their faith; the awareness of forgiveness and of a new relationship with their heavenly Father is foremost on the minds of this group. Fathers, those mature in the faith and who lead others to Christ (fathers in the faith), have an experiential knowledge of Jesus that colors everything they do. Knowing Jesus intimately is the most advanced stage of maturity. The young men, those who are advancing in their faith, are those ready to do combat with the enemy, and they stay strong through the Word of God. The stages of maturity begin with coming to know the Father and appreciating the forgiveness we have received, then advance to applying the Word of God as battle is done against the forces of evil, then culminate in an intimate knowledge of Jesus. All are important and each stage is carried forward in the next. All believers must know the Father and appreciate His forgive-ness, they must do battle against evil by being in the Word of God, and they must grow deeper in their fellowship with Jesus Christ. Apply: As Christians we should desire to grow in our relationship with the Lord. The ultimate stage of growth is to intimately know Jesus; we begin by knowing the Father and acting in our forgiven state, and we progress as we fight for the Lord with His sword, the Word of God. All of the stages are necessary and none of them should be discarded when we move to the next. Some Christians never really relate to God as Father, some never feel forgiven, some never learn to fight for the Lord through His Word, and a lot of us never get to know Jesus intimately. But these are the goals of growth for which we should strive and they all work together.  

	5. Read 2:15-17. What should we not do (v15) and why (v15, 16, 17)? What are the 3 categories of sin in the world (v16)?  
	We should not love the world, or the things in the world. The reason is first that anyone who loves the world cannot be in love with the Father. Secondly, everything in the world (kosmos, the evil world system governed by Satan) – excessive desire originating through the flesh or through the eyes, or excessive pride or grandiosity – is not from the Father, but from the world (Satan). Finally, all this “stuff” is passing away, but the one who does the will of God abides forever. All sin can be categorized as either excessive desire that our bodies long for (eating, drinking, drugging, sex), excessive desire for things that our eyes see and then crave, or excessive pride that comes from our supposed need to be god. This could be recognition, status, power or control. Apply: We must pay attention to what stirs up our desires and our pride because this is how Satan attacks us. We must also realize that these things are basically what the world is – that’s why it is so empty and meaningless. To live forever we must constantly pursue the will of God in our lives. 

	6. According to 2:18-19 in what stage of history was John writing (v18) and what do you think this means? What showed this (v18) and how did it become evident (v19)? Apply. 
	John was writing in “the last hour” – he doesn’t say he thinks it is the last hour, he says it is the last hour. So scripture tells us that the last hour has been in effect since the time of the New Testament. It’s kind of like the Doomsday Clock that was inaugurated after World War II (and the invention of the nuclear bomb) – the end is near, but how near is not readily apparent. However, we should still function with the attitude that history is in its final hour. In the final hour of history the antichrist (the prince of the people who is to come – Dan 9:26 and the beast of Revelation 13:1-2) will arise, and the advent of many “antichrists” in the same spirit of the antichrist had already come to pass in John’s time. These antichrists opposed Christ by their teachings, saying that He either wasn’t fully God or fully man, which would render His work of redemption ineffective. They (and their teachings) proved to be antichrist-like because they abandoned the fellowship of believers. This shows that the authenticity of our belief will be revealed in our love for true believers; if we can’t fellowship with other believers then we have a different (and false) heart. This is a good checkpoint for us in our walk with the Lord. If we can go away from other believers with little or no remorse then we were never really genuine believers ourselves. Apply: We should live in the light of the immediate return of Jesus. Believers (like John) have most often thought that Jesus was coming back in their lifetime. The presence of those who directly oppose Christ is widespread in our current affairs – people disparage Jesus at every turn today, so the spirit of antichrist is rampant now, too. Since Jesus could come back now, we should be ready. While we will be overjoyed at His return, we will still be rendered accountable for our actions, so we should live in such a way that we will have no reason for shame at that time. 

	7. In 2:20-23 how do believers spot the one opposed to Christ (v22-23)? How do they know internally (v20-21)? What do you think anointing means? 
	The one opposed to Christ is the one who denies that Jesus is “the Christ” – the Messiah who had been promised to Israel since the time of David. This includes the belief that He is God based on many other Old Testa- ment references (Is 9:6-7 for example). The antichrist type of person also denies the Father and the Son, because he has denied the Son – Jesus as the Son of God. Jesus and the Father are one in essence, although two distinct persons. This refers to the false teaching of John’s day that said that Jesus really wasn’t the Son of God, but was only a human body that had been filled with the divine presence at His baptism, and then departed at the cross. Those who are true believers internally know these things because they have an “anointing” – this usually refers to the Holy Spirit that all true believers receive at salvation (Rom 8:9, 1 Cor 12:13). A picture of this divine presence is seen when Saul in the Old Testament was anointed as king by Samuel, and the Spirit came upon him and he prophesied (1 Sam 10:1-8). When the Holy Spirit comes to dwell in us at salvation we are empowered by Him to serve God (Acts 1:8) and taught God’s truth by His illumination as we study the scriptures (1 Cor 2:10-16). Apply: People deny the full humanity and full deity of Christ today in Mormonism (a son of God, not the Son of God), Islam (a prophet), new age (a good man and teacher, but not God – maybe not even a genuine historical figure), and various cults that say that He was created by the Father (Joyce Meyer, Jehovah’s witnesses), etc. We must hold to both for Him to be our effective sin-bearer and forgiver. 

	III. Abide in His Teachings (2:24-29)
	Key Idea: When we abide or remain in the teachings of Jesus it is a sure sign that we know Him personally.

	8. From 2:24-25 what must abide or remain in us (v24) and why (v24)? What will be the result (v25)? 
	The message of truth about Jesus as fully God and fully man being God’s only way of salvation is the essential truth that we must first believe and that also must remain in us. When this message finds a home (abides, dwells, remains) in our hearts it informs and influences everything we do. It is the essential truth that allows us to abide with the Father and Son since it is the way we gain entrance by faith into the family and presence of God. It must remain with us to show that we truly believe it, though, because some can believe with an emotional or intellectual response that is not genuine or enduring. The result of such genuine belief is eternal life. Apply: The message we have heard from the beginning – that Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man - must continue to bear its fruit. As God He is able to forgive and live His righteousness through us and as man He is able to relate and come to our aid. When we allow this message to be an integral part of our lives than we will abide in the Father and the Son – our relationship with God will be intimate. 

	9. Based on 2:26-27 why did John write to them (v26)? Why did they not need to listen to false teachers (v27)? What must believers “abide” in (v27)? 
	John wrote to these believers so that they wouldn’t be led astray by these false teachers (deceivers). Since God’s anointing – the Holy Spirit – remained or dwelt in them they didn’t need to depend on a human teacher to tell them God’s truth. The Holy Spirit is the “Spirit of truth” (John 16:13) who will guide us into all truth. This doesn’t mean we don’t need a human teacher to supplement what the Spirit is revealing to us in His Word, but we don’t have to depend on a human teacher to understand the Bible. If a true believer, having the Holy Spirit, will spend enough time in the Word they will understand God’s truth. However, God does use human Spirit-led and spiritually gifted teachers to speed up the process of understanding truth. They have already done the studying and can point us to the truth faster than we might otherwise be able to find. It’s like learning how to use the computer – you can read the owner’s manual, or you can let someone walk you through the process, which is a much faster and easier approach. As we abide in this anointing it (He) teaches us about all things and enables us to abide in Him. This compares to John 15:7 which connects abiding in Jesus with His words abiding in us. To abide in Jesus is to abide in His words, and since we have the Holy Spirit poured “into” us at salvation we have His truth in us. This truth will be revealed and confirmed as His words abide in us. Apply: We must all know the Word well enough and allow the Holy Spirit to minister to us so that we don’t “need” a teacher who might be able to lead us astray. It is amazing how many believers are converted to Mormonism or Jehovah’s Witnesses because they don’t know the Word and thus don’t allow the Spirit to guide them into all truth. When someone says something to us that doesn’t sound right we must search it out in the Scriptures. Since we have the Holy Spirit (the anointing) we are able to do this. 

	10. Looking at 2:28-29 what will allow us to have confidence when we stand before Jesus at the end (v28, 29)? 
	If we abide in Jesus right now we will have confidence to stand before Him when He returns without fear of disapproval or shame. We are all looking for a “well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt 25:21, 23) when the Master returns to settle accounts, and when we abide in Him now we will bear fruit and He will give approval to our works because they were done in His power. The only way we can do “righteous” works is when we have a relationship with the One who is righteous. He then does His works through us and is pleased. Apply: Abiding in Jesus, or walking in constant fellowship with Him, will allow us to have confidence when we stand before Jesus at the judgment of rewards. This only makes sense because when we are in fellowship with Him He works through us to accomplish His will.

	11. How do the “true colors” of a believer show through in 2:3-11, 12-23, and 24-29? Why do these reveal the genuineness of our Christianity? 
	Believers reveal that they have a relationship with Christ first of all by truly loving one another. Since Jesus modeled the old commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves in such a thorough way it seems almost to be a new commandment to us. A believer’s relationship with Christ is also demonstrated when he or she refuses to fall into the deception of false teachers and their way of life. This includes rejecting the allure of the world as it attracts us through our flesh, our eyes and our pride. No one who knows the Truth can walk in falsehood, or in the ways of the world which is not of the Father. Finally, when we abide in the teachings of Jesus we show we have a relationship with Him because only true believers, who have been anointed by the Holy Spirit at salvation, can receive and live in the truth of Jesus. Apply: If we say we are Christians there must be something in our lives that demonstrates this. When the Spirit of God is at work in us we will strive for purity, we will make sacrifices for one another because of love, and we will stand for the truth concerning Jesus. We can’t just talk a good game; if it is real it will show in our lives. 


