Genesis 8-9 Daily Study Questions – Just When You Thought It Was Safe

The Big Idea: Even though God will show us grace in a multitude of ways our sinful nature will always manifest itself and we will need His grace again. 
	I. The Flood Ends (8:1-22)
	Key Idea: By God’s grace His judgment will end and peace with Him will be restored. 

	1. Read Genesis 8:1-5. How did the flood stop (v1-2), and why (v1)? Apply. How long had the water covered the mountains (compare v5 and 7:11) and where did the ark settle (v4)?
	The flood stopped when God caused a wind to pass over the earth, closed the “fountains of the deep” and closed the “floodgates of the sky”. God brought this about because He recalled His covenant that He had made with Noah and the inhabitants of the ark to preserve a remnant of life to start a new world with them. This shows that although the patterns of weather have been discovered they still function by the command of God and they are related to what He is doing with all of His creation. He is not a detached deity but is vitally involved with His world. The water had covered the mountains from the 17th day of the 2nd month of Noah’s six hundredth year to the 1st day of the tenth month of that year, a total of 9 months and 14 days. This would be long enough to make the inhabitants of the ark wonder if it was ever going to be over, but since God was in charge it had a definite beginning and end. The ark finally settled on Mt Ararat, a 17,000 foot peak in modern Turkey; various archaeologists have claimed to find its remains in our time, but there is no irrefutable evidence that it has been found.  

	2. Looking at 8:6-12 describe the process that Noah used to discover the time to disembark (v6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 12).  
	When the tops of the mountains became visible Noah waited forty days then sent out a raven from the window of the ark. It flew about until the water was dried up, and when it didn’t return Noah sent out a dove. The dove was more selective in the food it ate so it would only stay away if new growth had started. The dove first returned to the ark, and then Noah waited seven more days and sent the dove again. This time in the late afternoon the dove brought a freshly picked olive leaf, indicating to Noah that the water had abated from the earth. He then waited another seven days and when the dove did not return he knew it was okay to disembark. 

	3. Using 8:13-19 how long had everyone been on the ark (v13-14)? Why did they leave (v15-16) and how did they go out (v18-19)? What was God’s immediate blessing (v17)?
	Everyone had been on the ark for one year and ten days; they left because God told them to get off the boat. This shows that they were obedient to stay as long as He wanted them to stay and to leave when He told them to leave. Both aspects are required for complete obedience – going and waiting. They went out by families, or according to their kind, which shows that it wasn’t every variety of species but every species that was preserved. This is supposedly around 1600 animals along with birds and this amount would easily fit on the ark. God’s blessing to them was similar to the creation blessing, to be fruitful and multiply, showing that this was God’s way of estab-lishing a new created order, of giving man a sort of “second chance”. 

	4. From Gen 8:20-22 what did Noah do (v20) and how did God respond (v21)? What did He promise (v21, 22) and why (v21)? 
	The first thing Noah did was to worship God by building an altar and sacrificing a burnt offering of every clean animal and bird to Him. This type of offering symbolizes total commitment since the entire sacrifice is burned up. When the smoke of this offering ascended heavenward we are told that as God smelled it He was pleased. The idea of God “smelling” is called an “anthropomorphism”, attributing human characteristics to God. God is a spirit and doesn’t smell; but the sensation that He had when the smoke of the sacrifice ascended to Him was as if He had smelled a pleasing odor and felt good because of it. Noah’s obedience led Him to promise to never curse the ground again on account of man, because He knew that man would continue to sin – it was his nature. In fact the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youngest years, meaning it is not a learned practice, but an innate pattern. It would be pointless to punish the earth and the other living creatures for man’s sin because the occasion for this would be continually recurring. Since God’s judgment with the flood was a disruption of the natural processes He now promised to perpetuate the cycles of nature – seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and night – would not cease again (until the final judgment, 2 Pet 3:3-7). 

	II. The New World Begins (9:1-19)
	Key Idea: Although the world changed after the flood God’s blessing of provision and His faithfulness remained intact. 

	5. Based on 9:1-4 what did God tell Noah to do (v1) and what did He reveal to him about His provision for man in his new world (v2, 3)? What was prohibited (v4)? 
	God gave Noah the same command that He gave to Adam - to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. He further promised that all animals would fear man and would be given into man’s hands. They would now be allowed as food for Adam just as the green plants had been allowed. Man was only prohibited from eating the meat while it was still alive – probably not because it was cruel or because it symbolized uncontrolled desire, but primarily because life, which is sacred, is in the blood. 

	6.  Read 9:5-7. What principle did God establish here (v5, 6) and why (v6)? What did God reemphasize (v7)? Why do you think He did?
	God underscored the sacredness of life in these verses by instituting capital punishment for those who took the life of a human being. This not only made murder a crime punishable by death, but also established human government to uphold justice in society. Until this point blood vengeance had been permitted, but no longer would this be the case. Now society (government) would have the responsibility for bringing murderers to justice. The reason that the one who took the life of another was to have their life taken as punishment was because man was made in the image of God. It is alright for man to take the life of an animal for food, but It is no man’s place to destroy the creation that represents God most closely (man). After establishing this principle of justice God then again told them to abundantly multiply on the earth. This was another way (besides capital punishment) of underscoring the value of human life – children truly are a blessing of the Lord, in spite of modern myths of overpopulation and modern characterizations about the inconvenience of children. Children not only bring incredible joy, but they are also God’s instruments for ruling over His creation in a way that will continue to bring glory to Him. 

	7. Looking at 9:8-11 with whom did God establish His post-flood covenant (v8-10) and what was its content (v11)? What can we draw from this today? 
	God established this “Noahic” covenant with Noah and his descen-dants, and every living creature that was on the ark with him. He promised to never again destroy all flesh or the earth with a flood of water. This helps us to know that no matter how much it rains it will never again be bad enough to destroy life, which in turn lets us know that God is able to limit the amount of destruction that occurs. 

	8. Using 9:12-19 what was the sign of the Noahic covenant (v12-13, 17) and what would its appearance do (v14-16)? Who would this benefit (v18-19)? 
	The sign of the Noahic covenant was the “bow in the clouds”. This may have been the first rainbow or God may have simply invested the rainbow with significance. Whichever the case when the rainbow appeared in the clouds from this point forward man would know that God remembered His covenant with man to never again destroy the earth by a flood. “Remembering” doesn’t mean that God forgot; rather it underscores the fact that God doesn’t forget, and actually helps man to remember this. This covenant would benefit all succeeding generations, starting with Noah’s sons from whom the entire earth was populated. 

	III. Noah’s Family Sins (9:20-29)
	Key Idea: Even though God preserved the world after the flood man still sinned again. 

	9. According to 9:20-24 what did Noah do after the flood (v20-21)? How did his sons respond (v22, 23, 24)? What wrong things (v21, 22, 24) and right things (v23) were done?
	Some time after the flood Noah began farming and planted a vineyard. From the wine of this vineyard Noah became drunk and naked inside his tent. His son, Ham, discovered this, and instead of covering up his nakedness he went and told his brothers about it. Although Noah did sin with his drunkenness and the resultant nakedness, Ham’s response was even worse. It showed disrespect and a certain sinful joy over the nakedness of his father. It is possible that Ham even “did” something to his father while he was in his drunken stupor (v24). This may indicate a type of sexual perversity in Ham since his descendants, the Canaanites, were known for their perverse sexual practices. Japheth and Shem did what was right – they covered their father’s nakedness with a garment and even turned their faces away so that they would not look on his nakedness. This is what true love does – it covers a multitude of sins (1 Pet 4:8). 

	10. From 9:25-29 what were the respective outcomes of the sons’ choices (v25, 26, 27)? Who do you think each of these sons stand for today? How old was Noah after he died (v29)? 
	Canaan, Ham’s son, was cursed to become a servant to his brothers. This is significant since in Moses’ day (when this was written for the Israelites) the Canaanites were the inhabitants of Canaan who were to be annihilated by them for their sin (see Gen 15:16). Those who were not destroyed were to be the slaves of Shem and Japheth. The Hamites also resided in Egypt, Ethiopia, and Libya. They were not cursed with anything racial, but with a subservient role to their brothers because of their father’s sin. They would walk in the footsteps of his sin, too. Shem would be known for his relationship to the Lord, and Japheth and his descendants would be enlarged and would fine shelter in the tents of Shem. Since the Shemites (Semitic peoples) lived in the Middle East it is easy to see that they were primarily the Jewish and Arab peoples, while Japheth would be everyone else – Europe and Asia, and the inhabitants of the Western Hemisphere that derived from these two continents. The “tents of Shem” could refer to the great world religions that came from the Middle East – Judaism, Islam, and Christianity, while the enlarging of Japheth can be seen by the fact that over two thirds of the world descended from him. When Noah died he was 950. 

	11. When you look at Gen 8-9 how is God’s grace seen, and how is man’s sinful nature seen? What lessons can we draw from the aftermath of the flood? 
	God’s grace is seen by the fact that He preserved eight people and two of every species to repopulate the earth. God gave man a second chance, and then gave him extra provision by allowing him to eat meat. He instituted capital punishment to preserve mankind, blessed him with renewed fruitfulness, and then placed a sign in the heavens to let mankind know that although He had destroyed the earth once with a flood He would not do that again. Furthermore, even though Noah shamed himself with drunkenness and nakedness, he preserved the two sons who dealt righteously with it by covering up the sin. However, God would not allow anyone to take another man’s life without punishment and would not allow Ham’s sin to go unpunished either. God is full of grace but He is not soft on sin. We must make the most of God’s “second chances” when he offers them because there will be a final judgment one day. 


