Study Questions for Matt 3:1-4:11, Luke 3:1-22, 4:1-13, Jn 1:19-34 – Setting the Stage

The Big Idea: We must do the next right thing to be prepared for God’s ministry through us. 
	I. Framing True Repentance          (Matt 3:1-10, Luke 3:10-14)
	Key Idea: True repentance requires an admission of wrong-doing and the willingness to do the right thing. 

	1. Read Matt 3:1-6. Describe John (v4) and his ministry (v1-2, 5-6). What prophecy did he fulfill (Is 40:1-3)? Why do you think people were attracted to him?
	John was not only a “voice crying in the wilderness”; he was dressed to withstand the elements of the outdoors as well. His garment was made of camel’s hair and he had a leather belt. His diet was locusts and wild honey – he was like “Survivorman”. Most importantly, he was not part of the religious establishment. His ministry was to preach a message of repentance because the kingdom of heaven was “at hand”. He was the one prophesied by Isaiah who would make ready the way of the Lord. He would raise the valleys, lower the hills and make the paths straight so that everyone would be able to see the King (Messiah) coming in His glory. The connection between this picture and repentance was a spiritual one – sin was the barrier that had to be broken down for people to be able to see the glory of the Lord (Messiah). All of the people had to accept that they were not right in God’s eyes simply because they were born Jewish; only those who obeyed Him by faith were His spiritual children. This new message and John’s different approach made people want to hear his message; but the real reason for John’s attraction was that the Spirit of God was preparing the way for Jesus through him. 

	2. Looking at Matt 3:7-10 how did John approach the religious leaders (v7, 8, 9-10)? What was he trying to get them to do? 
	John approached the religious leaders by challenging their motives for baptism. The only correct reason for baptism was repentance, and he didn’t believe that they thought they needed this. So, he pushed them to think about the fact that they were going to experience God’s wrath unless they repented because they were a “brood of vipers”. The only way they could “prove” their repentance was by bringing forth fruits that arose from their new repentant nature. They were not going to be “in the kingdom” just because they were Abraham’s descendants, but only if they had demonstrated true repentance by their fruit (not just baptism). John did not want them to think they were okay with God when they were not, so he tried to get them to reconsider their motive for baptism. 

	3. Using Matt 3:8 what was the sign of true repentance (which means to change your mind about something)? Why does fruit show repentance and how does baptism fit into this (v6)? 
	The sign of true repentance was to bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance. If their minds truly changed regarding their “righteousness” – that they weren’t right simply because they were Jewish, but because they kept God’s commandments by faith – then they would begin to exhibit the fruit of this different mindset. Changed lives are the result of changed hearts and mind, because when we are “transformed by the renewing of our minds” we “prove what the will of God is” (Rom 12:2). That is why baptism was the ritual John used – it symbolized dying to the old way of thinking and beginning to live according to a new way. Baptism in that day was the ritual that anyone would undergo if they begin to follow a new way of thinking – whether it came from a philosopher or teacher, or simply because they had been converted to a new religion. Thus, Gentiles who became Jews were baptized to symbolize this. The people understood what John was asking them to do – to adopt a whole new way of life and to leave the old way of life behind. 

	4. In Luke 3:10-14 what are some examples of true repentance (v10-11, 12-13, 14)? What do these examples have in common? 
	True repentance is seen when fruit is born; if not then the professing believer is “cut down” and thrown into the fire, since they were never true believers in the first place. Some examples of this are sharing our clothes or food with those in need, not taking money that rightfully belongs to someone else just because one can, not robbing others by force or false accusation, and being content with one’s wages. All of these examples deal with our valuation of our material possessions in comparison with how we value people. When we use people and love things, we do not have the heart attitude that God considers right. Our relationship with others indicates our relationship with God. 

	II. Fulfilling All Righteousness (Matt 3:11-17, Jn 1:19-34)
	Key Idea: Just like Jesus, we must be willing to identify with the message of truth publicly. 

	5. Read Matt 3:11-12. How would the ministry of “He who is coming” differ from that of John’s (v11)? Explain both of His baptisms (v11-12)? 
	John’s message continues in Matthew 3 in which he reveals the ministry of “He who is coming”, referring to “the Lord” (v3). The Lord is mightier than John, above John in status, will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire, rather than with water only like John, and will winnow out the chaff from the wheat and burn it up after gathering His wheat into His barn. It would make sense that the baptism of fire would be the separation of the chaff and burning it up – judgment – and the baptism of the Holy Spirit would be that of gathering the wheat into the barn. Jesus was appointed for the rise (gathering) and fall (burning up in judgment) of many in Israel.

	6. Based on John 1:19-34 how did John compare to Jesus (v19-21, 22-24, 25-28, 30-31)? How did he specifically identify Him (v29, 32-33, 34)? 
	John explains further how he compares to Jesus in the gospel of John. John was not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor “the Prophet” (Deut 18:15, 18), but rather was the “voice of one crying in the wilderness make straight the way of the Lord” (Is 40:3). In other words he was the one who would prepare the way for the Messiah (Jesus). He baptized in water so that the greater One coming after him, whom the Jews did not know, would be revealed to Israel. The next day after saying these things John saw Jesus coming to him and declared, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”. He also said that this one “coming after him” had a higher rank because He existed before John. When John baptized Him the Spirit of God descended on Him in the appearance of a dove and remained on Him. God had revealed to John that the One he baptized to whom this occurred would be the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit and fire. John therefore bore witness that Jesus was indeed the Son of God. 

	7. Looking again at Matt 3:13-17, compare it with John 1:28-31. What were the purposes of Jesus’ submission to John’s baptism (Matt 3:15, 17, Jn 1:31)? 
	Matthew’s story adds the fact that John felt resistance to baptizing Jesus because he recognized His superiority. He also added that a voice came from heaven when He was baptized saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” This was one of three times that God spoke audibly to Jesus from heaven in the presence of human witnesses, so this was significant (the Transfiguration, and John 12:28 are the other two). When John resisted Jesus’ request for baptism Jesus told him to permit it because it was fitting for Him to fulfill all righteousness. The exact meaning is not clear, but at least Jesus was affirming John’s ministry as being ordained of God. When Jesus submitted to John’s baptism He was affirming his message as divinely authorized. Jesus was also setting the example as a human being to submit to God’s prophets and their message. Finally, since it had been revealed to John that he would recognize the Christ when He came to be baptized it was important that Jesus do this. So, affirmation of John’s message, identification with mankind, and revelation of His divine identity were the three reasons for Jesus’ baptism. It also shows that the purpose of baptism is not for salvation, but for a public declaration that the person agrees with the message of the baptizer. 

	III. Facing Real Temptation               (Lk 4:1-13)
	Key Idea: Jesus showed us that we can face and defeat real temptation by applying the truth of God’s Word to it. 

	8. From Luke 4:1-13 describe Jesus’ condition as he was tempted (v1-2). In what area did Satan attack Jesus first (v2-3) and how did He resist this temptation (v4)? Apply.  
	Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit after His baptism and was led about in the wilderness for forty days, during which time he fasted. At the end of the period He became hungry, so susceptible to a temptation related to food. Satan attacked Him in the area of the “desire of the flesh”. This was a natural desire, but the test for Jesus was whether He would wait on God to fill that need rather than take matters into His own hands. Satan was tempting Jesus to put His desire for food over His submission to God. So, Jesus resisted this by declaring the scriptural truth that “man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” (Deut 8:3) This shows the answer to temptations of the flesh – when we want to meet a need our own way, it is sin; but when we wait for God to meet it in His timing we honor Him. There was nothing wrong with Jesus eating, but if He decided to do it because the desire “drove Him” to do it, it was wrong. He needed to wait until the Father provided the means to meet the need. If the Father didn’t, then it wasn’t a true need; only the word that proceeds out of the mouth of God is what we “need”, because His words bring to pass what is necessary to meet that need. 

	9. Using Luke 4:5-8 what was Satan’s next test (v5-7) and to what was he appealing (v6)? How did Jesus overcome this temptation (v8) and why was this the perfect answer? 
	Satan’s next test was to offer all the kingdoms of the world instantly to Jesus if He would only bow down and worship him. This was a temptation of the eyes. Satan did have the authority to offer this to Jesus, and Jesus would one day rule over all these kingdoms, so this was a very subtle temptation. The problem was twofold; first, He would have to worship Satan, and secondly, He would have been circumventing the cross, so the rule over the world wouldn’t have been a permanent solution. Jesus recognized that His worship of the Father meant obedience to His plan for His life. He therefore quoted Deut 6:13 which said that “you shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only”. This covered all the reasons why He should reject Satan’s offer. 

	10. In Luke 4:9-12 what is the last temptation (v9-11)? Why would this entice fallen human nature and how did Jesus defeat it (v12)? Summarize Jesus’ and Satan’s (v13) approach to temptations. 
	The last representative temptation (Jesus was tempted throughout the forty days – v 2 – but these three showed the three areas of temptation: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 1 John 2:15-16) was that of enticing Jesus to throw Himself off the temple and “prove” that His Father would save Him. In a sense He was being tempted to “show off”, but exhibition of pride would have caused Him to reassert the authority He had given up when He came to the earth. It is a trait of human nature to seek to control others and God Himself because of the fear that we are not of enough value to be served. Jesus, though, was completely secure in His identity and in His Father’s love, so He didn’t need contrived proof that He had value. Even though Satan quoted scripture, it was quoted with the wrong application. The point of Ps 91 is that God will take care of us if we are following Him in obedience; but it doesn’t mean that we should intentionally place ourselves in situations that force God to take care of us. Jesus quoted Deut 6:16 that specifically prohibited “testing God”. We should never demand for God to prove Himself to us, because He has already provided ample proof of His love in many ways. Since He is God, He is in charge, not us. Therefore, we must not attempt to “make” Him take our test. Satan’s approach to temptations was to find the most likely way to get Jesus to fall (as he does with us). In Jesus’ case it would be to try to get Him to think He was doing God’s will when He really was just taking matters into His own hands and not submitting to the Father. Ours are usually much more basic than that. Jesus’ approach was to use the true intent of scripture to answer Satan’s “lie”. Every temptation is a temptation to take control and leave God out of the picture and each one is based on a lie. We must see through the lie, apply Scripture and remain faithful to God. 

	11. Review John’s ministry, Jesus’ baptism, and Jesus temptations. Why was each necessary to set the stage for Jesus’ public ministry? How do these correspond to our lives? 
	John’s ministry was necessary to set the stage for Jesus’ public ministry for two reasons. First, the people’s hearts had to be prepared by shattering their denial of the fact that they had a problem. Secondly, there had to be a forum in which Jesus presented Himself to Israel. His baptism, which flowed out of John’s ministry, showed that Jesus would submit to God’s way of righteousness and that the Jews didn’t have to reject the Law to follow Him. If they adhered to the true spirit of the Law as He did then they would be able to follow Him, because the true spirit of the Law was obedience to God that flowed from faith. Jesus’ temptations allowed Him to demonstrate His identification with mankind as He began His ministry, and it showed that the pattern of His ministry would be dependence on the Father and His truth. Having been endorsed by God’s prophet, having identified with mankind, and having defeated Satan, He was now ready to present His claims to Israel so they would follow Him. 


