Acts 3:1-4:31 - Daily Study Questions – Is That All You Got? 

The Big Idea: The greatest gift we can give is to minister to people’s needs in the name of Jesus and then bear witness to His name when the opportunity arises. 
	I. Extend the Offer (3:1-10)
	Key Idea: God’s offers His grace to us freely in order to glorify His Son. 

	1. Read Acts 3:1-3. Where were Peter and John going (v1) and who did they encounter (v2)? Describe his situation and what he was doing (v2, 3).
	At 3pm Peter and John were going to pray (the other two times to pray for Jews each day were 9am and 12pm) in the temple when they encountered a man lame from birth sitting at the gate called Beautiful. This was on the eastern side of the temple separating the Court of the Gentiles from the Court of the Women. This “certain” man was set at that gate everyday by someone so that he could beg for donations (alms) from those going to pray. His situation was one of total helplessness and dependence on the charity of others. All he could do was ask, becoming an excellent illustration of all who are apart from Christ. 

	2. From 3:4-10 how did Peter respond to the man (v4) and what did he expect (v5)? What did he get (v6-8) and what was the reason (v6)? What were the two results (v9, 10)? 
	Peter first saw the man, then told the man to look at them. He informed him that they had no silver or gold – what he thought he needed – but Peter said he would give the man what he did have. Peter gives us a good example of how to minister to others; first, we must see them in their need, and then we must secure their attention so that when we offer them God’s grace they give Him the glory. Peter’s offer was for the man to rise up and walk – in the name of Jesus the Nazarene. Peter took his right hand and raised him up; when he did strength returned to the man’s feet and ankles so that with a leap he stood up and began to walk. He then entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. The man was healed, which was more than the money for which he was asking, and he received the healing so that Jesus would be glorified. This first caused everyone to notice him, and then to be struck with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

	II. Explain the Opportunity (3:11-26)
	Key Idea: When ministry attracts the attention of those near us we must take the opportunity to share the gospel. 

	3. Using 3:11-16 how did Peter deal with the crowd’s reaction (v11-12) and what was his explanation (v13, 16)? With what truth did he confront them (v13-15)? 
	The man’s healing caused all the people in the vicinity to run together, full of amazement, to the portico of Solomon where the apostles were. Peter us this as an opportunity to explain what had happened to point everyone to Jesus. He asked them first why they were marveling over them, as if they had done this miracle. He told them that it was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who had glorified His servant Jesus to cause this – the Jesus whom they had delivered up and disowned in the presence of Pilate when he wanted to release Him. They had disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be released in His place. He went on to say that they had put to death the Prince of life whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which they were all witnesses. He explained that it was on the basis of faith in His name that the man now had complete use of his body (complete or perfect health). He, thus, confronted them with their sins of injustice, murder, and rejection of the Holy and Righteous One – God Himself. 

	4. Based on Acts 3:17-21 how did Peter show grace (v17) and of what did he remind them (v18)? How did he tell them to respond to this grace (v19) and what would happen (v20-21)?
	Peter showed grace to the Jewish crowd much like Jesus did on the cross. He told them that he knew they had acted in ignorance when they rejected and crucified Jesus, just as their rulers had done. He reminded them that the Scriptures had prophesied that the Messiah must suffer before He came in His power, which indeed Jesus had just experienced. Because of this their logical response to God’s grace was to repent of their sin and return to Him so their sins would be wiped away. This would allow times of refreshing to come from the presence of the Lord and would ultimately lead to the return of Jesus for them, too. Peter told them that Jesus would be in heaven until the time came for the restoration of all things (establishment of the millennial kingdom). These times, too, had been prophesied by the holy prophets from ancient time. 

	5. Read 3:22-26. What had been prophesied (v22-23, 25), and who had prophesied this (v22,  24)? Why should these Jews respond (v25-26)?
	Moses had prophesied that God would raise up a prophet like him from among the brethren, one to whom they should listen in everything that He said. Anyone who would not listen to Him as they did to Moses was to be utterly destroyed from the people. Jesus was this “second Moses” who would give the life-giving law to those who would listen and obey – the Sermon on the Mount is an illustration of this. If they didn’t obey Him they would suffer the consequences. Peter went on to tell them that all the prophets – from Samuel onward – had announced these days that were coming. For example Samuel was the biblical author of 1 & 2 Samuel, in which he spoke of the descendant of David, the Messiah, who would one day sit on the throne of David. The rest of the prophets had spoken of the days of the coming of the Messiah, too. The Jews to whom Peter spoke were the “sons” of these prophets and sons of the covenant God had made with Abraham, which said that in his “seed” (the Messiah) all the families of the earth would be blessed. Therefore, God had raised up His Servant (Is 42-53), Jesus, for the Jews first; His purpose in sending Him was to bless them by leading them to repentance – turning them all from their evil ways. 

	III. Extinguish the Opposition (4:1-31)
	Key Idea: When we boldly stand for Jesus through the filling of the Holy Spirit we will extinguish His opposition. 

	6. In 4:1-4 what happened to Peter and John (v1, 3) and why (v2)? What effect did their message have (v4) and how many were now believers (v4)? 
	As Peter and John were speaking the priests, captain of the temple guard and Sadducees surrounded them and seized them, placing them in jail overnight. It was unusual that the priests and the Sadducees, being the power brokers of Israel, would get involved directly with this, but they were greatly disturbed over their preaching about the resurrection from the dead through Jesus. The Sadducees and their priests didn’t believe in the supernatural or in the resurrection, but more than that they saw their followers slipping away to Jesus’ side. Unfortunately for them many of those who had heard the message believed, and the overall number of families (men) had grown to about five thousand in a very short period of time.

	7. Using 4:5-12 who examined the apostles (v5-6) and what did they ask (v7)? Outline Peter’s answer (v8-10, 11, 12) and explain verse 12. What was the source of his wisdom (v8)? 
	As the rulers (Sanhedrin), elders, and scribes were gathered in Jerusalem (including all the “big guns” – Annas, Caiaphas, John and Alexander and all who were of high priestly descent) they summoned Peter and John and placed them in the center. They asked them by what power, or in what name, they had done the miracle of healing the lame man. Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit – showing it wasn’t just his wisdom, but God’s – first clarified why they were on trial, for a benefit done to a sick man, or how he was made well. That this was a problem for them was patently ludicrous, just as it had been when they condemned Jesus for healing people. Peter directly answered their question, though, boldly telling them that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene – whom they crucified, but whom God raised from the dead – it was by His name that the man who was standing before them was in good (fully functioning) health. Peter then led them to confront their sin of rejecting this Jesus by applying the prophecy of Ps 118:22 to Him. As with many psalms there is an immediate application to David or to Israel, but ultimately Jesus, as the ideal David and the ideal Israel, fulfills these psalms completely. Even in this psalm (118:26) it says “blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” and the multitudes and rabbis all understood this as a reference to the Messiah. So Peter was not “stretching” to apply this to Jesus; this was accepted interpretation (and accurate from God’s perspective). Finally, Peter brought his argument to its logical conclusion – there is salvation in no one else because there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. He was underscoring for them that since they had rejected the “chief cornerstone” they had no other option for salvation; it is either “believe in Jesus” or not be saved. This verse also challenges the very pluralistic worldview that most have today – there are not several or many ways to God; there is only one – Jesus Christ.

	8. From 4:13-22 what 3 things were the leaders unable to ignore (v13, 14, 16)? What was their reaction (v17-18) and how did the apostles respond (v19-20)? What was the result (v21-22)?
	The leaders couldn’t ignore the confidence (boldness – a compound word which means speech that just pours out to everyone who is there) of Peter and John, especially since they were uneducated and untrained (in the rabbinical schools). They also couldn’t get around the fact that the man who was healed was standing there in full health, and they couldn’t deny that everyone knew the miracle had occurred. They ordered the three to leave the room so they could confer about what to do and there solution was to stop the spread of the message by ordering them to not speak further about this. They called them back inside and commanded them to not speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus, showing that they were used to being obeyed since most were afraid of their authority (to excommunicate, which led to ostracism by their society). The apostles’ response was not defensive or combative; it was simply logical. They answered by telling them that they should judge whether it was right to obey them or God, for they could not stop speaking what they had seen and heard. The council then threatened them further, but finding no basis on which to punish them and on account of the people who were glorifying God over the miracle, they released them. 

	9. According to 4:23-28 how did group respond to the disciples’ report (v23-24)? What were the elements of the first part of their prayer (v24, 25-26, 27-28)? What did they understand?
	When the rest of the church heard of Peter and John’s encounter with the Sanhedrin they lifted their voices together in praise to God. First, they acclaimed Him as Lord (Kurios, an equivalent of Adonai, Lord over all lords), who made all creation. Then they related the actions of the rulers as a fulfillment of Ps 2:1 which spoke of the rulers of the earth raging against “God’s Anointed” and standing together against Him (a foreshadowing also of the Tribulation). This was further expanded to include their rejection of Jesus by not only the Jewish leaders, but also Herod and Pilate, along with the Gentiles who cooperated in the crucifixion. They praised God for His sovereignty in orchestrating these events; these “rulers” did nothing from their own power; it was simply what God had allowed them to do. Thus, the band of believers understood that God was in charge and that His purpose would prevail. They were on the “right” side. We must similarly trust God would “bad” things happen to us; He is in charge and is working His good purpose out in us. 

	10. In 4:29-31 what did they ask God to do (v29, 30) and what were the results of this prayer time (v31)? Apply. 
	On the basis of God’s nature, the Sovereign Ruler and Creator, they asked Him to take note of their threats and empower them to speak the Word that they had been commanded not to speak with all boldness. They expected Him to continue to perform healing, signs and wonders through them in the name of His holy servant Jesus. This is significant because Jesus had already ascended as the authority over the universe, but He is still submitted to the Father in His role as His (and our) servant for the glory of the Father. When they finished praying the place was shaken and their prayer was answered – they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the Word [again] with boldness. When we ask on the basis of God’s nature and purpose, God will answer to bring glory to His name. His means of this is by filling us with His Spirit and the inevitable result of this filling will be to give a bold witness to Jesus. 

	11. Looking back over Acts 3-4 how can we follow the example of Peter and John—the way the opportunity unfolded, their usage of it, their response to opposition, their understanding of what had happened, and the outcome? 
	Peter and John were simply showing the compassion of Jesus as they went about their daily responsibilities. They didn’t “go out witnessing”; rather, they showed compassion and the opportunity to bear witness occurred. This is what will happen most of the time. We must do the same; we must see the needs of people, extend the hand of Jesus to them – offering to pray for them, offering to help them in their need - and then once Jesus meets the need, take advantage of the opportunity to give Him the credit when they are attentive to the message. We must be filled with the Spirit at all times, always being ready to give a reason for the hope that is within us, knowing that His filling will compel us to bear witness to Jesus. This witness may well be twofold, though. It may be to our opposition as well as to those who are open to it. Either way the Spirit will give us the words to say if we will not quench His impulse to speak His message. 


