Lesson Notes - 2 Corinthians 4-5 – The Treasure Principle
The Big Idea: The treasure of the glory of God in Jesus that results in reconciliation and eternal life for us must be shared with others. 

	I. Enhancing the Treasure (4:1-12)
	Key Idea: Our earthly weakness magnifies the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ as we serve Him. 

	1. Read 2 Cor 4:1-4. What was Paul’s attitude about his ministry and why (v1)? How did this affect his actions (v2) and what result did he hope for (v2)? How did it affect some (v3) and why (v4)? 
	Paul’s attitude towards his ministry was that he would not lose heart, even though things were difficult, because it was only because of God’s mercy that he had received this ministry; it was a privilege for him. Thus, he renounced shameful motivations of trying to trick people into serving him (or God outwardly), and instead clearly presented the truth to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. He didn’t try to get adherents for his teachings so that he would have a following, but like Jesus, he just declared the demanding truth. For some the gospel would be veiled, prompting them to say that Paul had a hidden agenda; the truth, though, is that it was veiled to them by the deception perpetrated by the god of this world. He didn’t want these unbelievers to see the truth so he blinded them to the light of the gospel – namely the glory of Christ who is the image of God. 

	2. From 4:5-6 what message was the focus of Paul’s ministry (v5) and what role did he assume (v5)? What has God done for all believers (v6) and with what prior act of His is this consistent (v6)? 
	The message of Paul’s team focused on Christ Jesus as Lord and their role was to be bond-servants of those whom they led to Him, for His sake. God has shone His light into the hearts of all believers to give to them the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. This action is consistent with the word He spoke in Creation, “Let there be light” and there was light. God is always shining His light into darkness and the darkness cannot withstand the onslaught (John 1:5). 

	3. In 4:7-12 what is the “treasure” (see v6)? Where is this treasure and why (v7)? Describe Paul’s ongoing experience (v8-11) and what he believed to be the reason for this (v10, 11)? What is the twofold result (v12)? 
	This enlightening knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ is the treasure we house in our earthly vessels (containers, bodies). This contrast shows the surpassing greatness of the power of God that is from Him and not us. Paul’s experience in this earthly existence was thus both negative and positive: afflicted, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about the dying of Jesus in his body as he was constantly being delivered over to death, because the life of Christ was being manifested in his body. So, death worked in him and his team, but life in those to whom he ministered.

	II. Explaining the Treasure              (4:13-5:10)
	Key Idea: The great treasure we possess is the knowledge of the glory of God as revealed in Christ. 

	4. Based on 2 Cor 4:13-15 what “faith” did Paul have (v14), what did it lead Paul to do (v13), and why (v15)? What results did he hope for (v15)? 
	Paul had faith that God will raise from the dead those who believe in Him, just as He raised Christ from the dead. This meant to Paul that when he was raised that they would also be raised. Thus, all things that he did were for their sakes so that the grace they had received would spread to others, leading to the giving of thanks to God and His greater glory. This should be our motivation as well, that God’s grace would continue to spread so that He would be magnified by more and more people 

	5. Looking at 4:16-18 what was Paul’s everyday experience (v16) and how did he view affliction (v17)? How was he able to view it this way (v18)? Apply. 
	Paul’s everyday experience was that his outer man (the body of sin, the natural body) was decaying, but his inner man (spirit united with the Holy Spirit) was being renewed day by day. Thus, he viewed his affliction as a “light” thing compared to the eternal weight of glory that was being produced in him by this affliction. In those days people of honor were often obese because they had others wait on them hand and foot, and thus “weight” became associated with honor or greatness. This is probably the picture in Paul’s mind when he speaks of this “weight of glory”. Paul was able to see his affliction in this way because he looked beyond it to things unseen – his glorious eternal existence in heaven with God. It is vital that we always keep an eternal perspective and not invest our hopes and dreams in this life alone. These things, no matter how great, will always fall short of satisfying us in this life because we were not made for time, but for eternity. Thus, we must keep seeking the things above where Christ is, seated at the right hand of the Father and place in our minds this eternal perspective (Col 3:1-2). 

	6. Using 5:1-5 what did Paul know (v1) and what does this mean? How did he describe how he felt now (v2, 3, 4), but what did he expect (v2-3, 4)? How would this happen and why was it certain (v5)? 
	Paul knew that if his earthly tent (body) was torn down that he had an eternal building from God not made with hands that awaited him in the heavens. This is probably not the “dwelling place” that Jesus referred to in John 14:1-3, but rather the resurrected body that Paul would receive at the return of the Lord. Paul’s present experience, as ours, is groaning in the earthly body – mainly because in this body we feel naked and vulnerable before God. In this sinful body we feel shame and long to be clothed with a righteous body that protects us. We do have the righteousness of Christ, but we also live in a body where the tendency to sin resides (Rom 7:14-25), and about which we feel shame. However, when this mortal body is swallowed up by [His] life we will be clothed (in a glorified, sin-free body) and secure. The hope of this is guaranteed by the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, who is the pledge (down payment, earnest money) of our inheritance (Eph 1:14). 

	7. Read 5:6-10. What was Paul’s perspective on this life (v6) and to what attitude did it lead (v7-8)? What was Paul’s goal as a result (v9) and why (v10)? Explain. 
	Paul had good courage (the feeling of confidence) in this life because he knew that to be in this body was to be absent from the Lord, and to be absent from the body was to be present with the Lord. This shows that believers do not enter a “soul sleep” when they die, but are immediately in the presence of the Lord. This meant for him that death in this life, when it happened, was a better option than earthly life itself. Thus, walking by faith in this promise, allowed him to not worry about death here; if that happened he would get a “promotion” to heaven to be directly with the Lord. This further led him to the ambition relating to this heavenly trajectory of being pleasing to the Lord. Whether he was at home (dead here) with the Lord or absent (alive here) from the Lord he wanted to be found pleasing to Him. Since we (believers) all must appear before the judgment seat of Christ to be recompensed for the works done in this life, whether good or bad, Paul wanted to rewarded for being pleasing to Him. Paul did not refer to the judgment of our sins since this has been taken care of at the cross (Col 2:13-14), but referred to a judgment of rewards based on whether we served God in the Spirit or merely did “good” things in the flesh. As he said in 1 Cor 3:12-15 works of the Spirit – gold, silver and precious metal – will withstand the judgment of fire, but the fleshly works – wood, hay or straw – will be burned up. As he said even if a believer’s work was burned up with virtually no rewards he would still be saved, like being snatched out of the fire. 

	III. Extending the Treasure              (5:11-21)
	Key Idea: Those who have been reconciled to God have been given the privilege of sharing this reconciliation with others. 

	8. In 5:11-15 what motivated Paul (v11, 14) and to what did both lead (v11, 14)? What did he believe (v14-15)? How did he hope they would receive his words (v12-13)? 
	Paul was motivated by the fear of the Lord, with reference to standing before the judgment of seat of Christ, and by the love of Christ for all. His fear (healthy respect of His power) of the Lord led him to persuade men and to personally to be shown as genuine before God. The love of Christ similarly controlled or compelled him to share Christ with all, since Christ’s death was for all who would believe. Paul believed that since Christ died for all, therefore all died; thus, His death meant that we should no longer live for ourselves, but for Him. He is the One who died and rose again on our behalf. Paul hoped that the Corinthians would not think he was trying to get their approval or defending himself, but rather that they would be able to brag about the genuineness of his commitment to those who were attempting to disparage them because of their loyalty to him. Paul reaffirmed that he was doing all of this for them, whether it appeared that he was “out of his mind” or whether he was of sound mind. He didn’t care how he looked; he just wanted people to follow Jesus. 

	9. From 5:16-19 how had Paul’s viewpoint changed (v16) and why (v17)? What does this mean? Who did this (v18) and how did He do it (v19)? How must we respond (v18, 19)? 
	Paul used to view people only from the fleshly perspective, including Christ. This is due to the fact, which he realized, that when Christ comes into our lives we are a new creation. The old “self” has passed a way (no longer in charge) and a new self (created in the image of Christ) has come. Things are not the same; we have fundamentally changed. God is the source of this change because He reconciled (made us His friends, exchanging His enmity towards us for friendship) us to Himself through Christ. This occurred because Christ paid for our sins so that they no longer had to be counted against us. Our response should be to take up the ministry of reconciliation and the word of reconciliation; having received reconciliation we must share it with others. 

	10. Looking at 5:20-21 what is our role now (v20) and what does this mean we are to do (v20)? What did God do in Christ to reconcile us to Himself—to make us His friends rather than His enemies (v21)? Explain. 
	Our role now is to represent Christ like an ambassador does for a nation. We are speaking in behalf of God in Christ, making an appeal to others to be reconciled to Him because of the work of Christ. God made Christ, who knew no sin, to be sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God. The idea here is that Christ was made a perfect sin offering, who, because of His purity and sinlessness was an acceptable sacrifice to God for our sins. He became our substitute so that He died the death for sin that we should have died. Now, we are able to have His righteousness imputed to us because our sin has been purged. We are indeed righteous before God if we have believed in Christ and His sacrifice for us. Thus, we are able to be God’s friends instead of His enemies because of sin. 

	11 Using 2 Cor 4-5 how do we enhance the treasure of God’s glory that is in us (4:1-2, 7-12)? How do these chapters explain this treasure (4:16-18; 5:1, 10) and how we are to extend this treasure (5:11, 18-21)? 
	We enhance the treasure of God’s glory by faithfully and honestly serving Him in our frail and weak flesh. We do not exalt ourselves, but rather experience great suffering in this life; this, however, leads to God’s glory because He is worthy of such commitment and will one day produce His glory in us when we get to heaven. The treasure that is born in our earthly containers or tents is that of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. In other words our declaration and belief that Christ is the glory of God is the treasure we must share with others. Furthermore, this treasure will manifest itself eternally when we get to heaven; His glory will become our glory then. We must, therefore, extend this treasure of eternal glory through Christ by sharing Him and His work with others. We must tell them how to be reconciled to God through Christ’s death for them. This must become our ministry, that of reconciliation. This is the calling for all who have been reconciled. 


