Daily Study Questions for 1 John 1:1-2:2

The Big Idea: We can’t have fellowship with each other if our belief in Christ is wrong, if we walk in darkness, or are in denial about sin.

	I. Fellowship in Truth (1:1-4)
	Key Idea: When we have a common belief that Jesus is truly God and truly man we can have fellowship with each other. 

	1. Read 1 John 1:1. Describe at least 3 things about the One whom the writer (the apostle John) referenced in v1. 
	“That” or “what” refers to the “word of life”. This Word of life that is talked about in 1:1-4 is the living, breathing Son of God, Jesus. Even though “that” or “what” is impersonal and refers generally to the message of Jesus, essentially v1 say some things about Jesus Himself. It says first that the apostles (“we”) had heard Him, seen Him with their own eyes, looked at (gazed or stared deeply at) Him, and had touched Him with their own hands. It also says that it (“He”) was from the beginning – meaning that the message in Jesus was from the beginning, just as He was from the beginning. The “beginning” spoken of is probably best taken to mean Creation, since John 1:1 says “in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…all things were created by Him….” Finally, this message and this person were both “the Word of life”. As the quote from the Marshall McLuhan says, “the Medium is the message” – Jesus as the living Word, is the message from God. In summary Jesus was from the beginning of Creation, He was a true flesh and blood person, and He is the incarnate Word that gives life. These truths were all in direct contrast to false teachings of that day which said that Jesus, the Son of God, only appeared to be man, or simply came at Jesus of Nazareth’s baptism and inhabited His body. The truth, however, is that the Son of God was/is a true flesh and blood person born to Mary who had existed before time as God – the Word of life. This is important because unless Jesus was truly a man he could not have died as a perfect man for the sins of the world. Apply: It is important to remember that Jesus was a flesh and blood person who went through all we go through – He can identify with us. Since He is from the beginning He knows it all, how everything is supposed to work; thus He can be trusted to know how to “do life”. He is also the “word” of life – if we take Him into our lives and abide in Him and His words we will experience true life. 

	2. From 1:2 what are some other characteristics of Jesus that John lists? What did John feel responsible to do in relation to this? 
	This Jesus that appeared was 1) the “eternal” life who was 2) with the Father before the beginning of time. So, just as John 1:1-2 says, He was with God, He was/is God, and existed before the beginning of time with God. Personally having experienced Jesus and knowing these things about Him compelled John to bear witness and to proclaim the eternal life that was in Jesus Christ. Apply: Because Jesus is eternal when we believe in Him we experience eternal life; because He was/is with the Father, a relationship with Him by faith also gives us a relationship with the Father. Thus we can experience life eternally with the God of the universe through Him. 

	3. In 1:3-4 what were the two reasons that John proclaimed in writing these truths about Jesus (v3, 4)? What is the basis of true fellowship? 
	John wrote these truths so that his hearers could have fellowship (koinonia, sharing in common) with him and his associates, presumably the other apostles. Their fellowship was with the Father, and His Son, Jesus Christ, and he wanted them to experience this fellowship as well. The basis of true fellowship, then, is the fellowship that we have with the Father and the Son, and that comes when we have a clear understanding and acceptance of who Jesus is. The second purpose for which John wrote was so that their (the apostles’) joy could be made complete as they observed the second generation of believers walking in truth and fellowship with the Father. This shows that we should not have complete fulfillment in our walk with Christ if we are not seeing others learn how to walk in fellowship with Him. Apply: We can only have genuine fellowship with each other when we both have a belief in Jesus as the true God-man; if we diverge on this point we may be associated with each other, but not experience true heart-connected fellowship. As Amos 3:3 says, two cannot “walk” together unless they are in agreement. Jesus (the God-man) is the great unifier of His people. Also, growing believers feel complete joy when they see younger believers “getting it” – when they, too, believe in the true Jesus for their life and salvation. 

	II. Fellowship in Light (1:5-9)
	Key Idea: When we walk in God’s truth and light we are able to have fellowship with those who do the same. 

	4. From 1 John 1:5 what message did Jesus give the apostles? What does this mean? Apply. 
	Jesus’ message was “God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all”. This was an argument against the false teachers who said that sin had come from God in an indirect sense. They said that “emanations” had proceeded from God, and that gradually they went from light to dark, from righteousness to sin – thus the origin of sin. This was their attempt of explaining sin’s origin, even though it tainted God with sin. John emphatically says that there is no (zero, zilch, nada) darkness, or sin, in God at all, but that rather He is pure light, or righteousness and truth. There is nothing deceitful about God that we will discover and nothing impure or hurtful about Him that will be disclosed. He is totally trustworthy and we can build our entire life and future on Him. We must have a God that we can depend on to have a life of stability. There can be no hint or shadow of sin or wrongdoing in Him for our lives to be secure. Apply: The great struggle we have as people is to doubt the absolute purity of God. Since all we have known is people who have mixed motives, it is hard for us to believe that everything God does is done with pure motives – to express His genuine love for us. Another struggle that we have is that of believing that God really is the truth. This is what faith is all about – believing God’s truth is the truth, and that God’s love is pure, not mixed with hidden agendas or selfish motives. This is what it means that God is light – pure motives and absolute truth. There is no hint of darkness in Him.

	5. Using 1:6-7 what is another basis of true fellowship (v6-7)? What does it mean to “walk in the light” and what effect does this have (v7)? 
	Besides a correct “confession of belief” in Jesus as the true sinless God-man (the Light) we must also walk in the Light. We cannot walk in darkness and have fellowship with the Light. This is obvious in natural sense – if darkness is in a place then light has not filled it. Vice versa, if light has filled a place, there is no darkness. Similarly, if sin is in a place then truth and righteousness has not filled it. In a personal sense a person practicing sin cannot be in the presence of a righteous and holy God – they simply cannot have fellowship with each other. Walking in the light means to live by the truth – knowing it and obeying it. When we do this then we are able to have fellowship (sharing in common) with God because we are “on the same page” with Him – in truth, not just in words. Apply: It is only when two Christians are seeking to live a life of obedience to Christ that they can have genuine fellowship with each other. Christ is the focus for those who are trying to live in obedience to His commands and two people with the same focus or Master will share fellowship with each other. On the other hand when one believer is not seeking to live in surrender to Christ they have a different focus (themselves) and thus cannot fellowship with one who is focused on pleasing Christ. The other effect of “walking in the light” – in honesty and obedience is that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. This means that even though we can’t know everything we do wrong the blood of Jesus cleanses us from our sins when we are seeking to live a life of obedience to Him. As in 1:9 this refers to the fellowship breaking effect of our sins that is forgiven because the sin debt is paid for at the cross already. 

	6. In 1:8 what must every person (including believers) admit? What does it mean if they won’t (or can’t) admit this? 
	Everyone, including believers, sins; Eccl 7:20 says that “there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and never sins” and Romans 3:23 says that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” When it says that no one born of God sins in 1 John 3:9 it is referring to the practice of sin as a habitual lifestyle. So, as verse 8 says, we are deceiving ourselves if we say that we have no sin (a sin nature), even though believers are to no longer practice habitual sin, as if it is okay. (The other interpretation of 3:9 is that the new person we are in Christ does not sin, even though our flesh, our old nature, does sin.) If we won’t admit that we have sin (or a sin nature) – as the false teachers were doing because in their minds it was impossible because they were spiritual – then the truth is not in us. This is really an amazing truth, because it reveals that true believers do sin, and they admit that they sin, which is essential to be able to make progress in overcoming sin. We have to get out of denial about our sin-disease before we can make progress in overcoming it. Apply: If we are going to walk in truth we must admit that we are sinners and that we sin. Otherwise we are calling God a liar since He knows and has declared that everyone sins. It is imperative that we admit sin before we can deal with it and walk in the light. We must put off the old before we put on the new. Those who can’t admit sin walk around in deception and can’t have fellowship with other believers who accept that they still sin. 

	7. Read 1:9. What 2 things are we promised if we confess our sins, and why is the promise sure? What does it mean to “confess” our sins? 
	If we confess our sins God is faithful to first forgive us of our sins and then to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. The question about this verse has always been why we need to ask forgiveness of our sins if our sins were already forgiven at the cross (and it was all of them that were forgiven, past, present, and future – because they were all future when Christ died for them). The answer, based on the context, is that this is the forgiveness of sins that halted our fellowship with the Lord. We never lost our relationship, but our fellowship is broken when we sin because light can’t have fellowship with darkness. So, when we confess our sins, He is ready to immediately forgive us and invite us back into fellowship. In addition He cleanses us from all unrighteousness, even the part that we didn’t confess because we didn’t know about it. It is significant that “confess” simply means to “say the same thing” – homologeo – or to “agree with”. When I agree with God that what I did was not a mistake, or an error in judgment, but actually a sin, the kind (which they all are) that put Christ on the cross, then He is ready and willing to restore the fellowship. This is the way it is in parenting; when our child finally admits that they did something wrong we are ready to restore our fellowship with them because we love them. This promise from God is even surer since His faithfulness is what guarantees that He will do this. Apply: This is one of the most practical promises of the Bible since we all sin. We must keep “short accounts” with God, immediately confessing, or agreeing with, God when we do something wrong. It is immensely purifying (internally and relationally) to call a sin a sin, and when we feel that conviction we must be willing to promptly admit it to God and in so doing repent of it. God promises to forgive the sin that broke our fellowship as many times as we truly agree with Him that it is a sin. We can trust that our fellowship is restored at that point, and that we don’t have to do penance or some other “work” to get back into God’s favor (although we might have to make restitution or an amend to someone else for what we have done to them). 

	III. Fellowship in Forgiveness              (1:10-2:2)
	Key Idea: When we admit, confess and receive forgiveness for our sins we can walk in fellowship with those who take the same approach to sin. 

	8. According to 1:10 what else must we admit, and how is this different from 1:8? What if we don’t admit this? 
	We must also admit that we have sinned (past tense), as well as admitting that we currently sin (or have a sin nature). This is important because some people will not admit the need for a Savior because they won’t acknowledge that they have violated God and His law. Some might say that they simply are not sinners, and that they have done nothing wrong. But the Bible teaches that even if a man doesn’t believe God’s law, and has his own, he can’t even keep that perfectly (Rom 2:12-16). That is the essence of sin, to “miss the mark”, whether it is God’s mark or our own. We are people who by nature miss the mark of righteousness, whether it is the true righteousness of God, or the righteousness that we have made up. If we won’t or don’t admit this we are calling God a liar, because He has judged that all our sinners by nature and by fact (Ps 14:3, 51:5, Is 53:6, Jer 17:9, etc). Apply: It is important to not only admit that we presently sin, but that we are sinners by nature. We are born into sin, and always have a tendency to sin. When we receive our new nature that is created in the image of Christ, we then have the ability to choose to not sin. But we still have the old nature that, although pronounced dead, is still able to exert influence if we allow it to do so. To refuse to admit this is very destructive to us and to our relationship with God since we are essentially calling Him a liar. 

	9. Based on 2:1a is John “hard” or “soft” on sin—in other words what should be our goal concerning sin? 
	John was not being soft on sin by saying that if we did commit a sin all we needed to do was confess it and it would be okay. It is not okay to sin even though God has made provision for the penalty of our sin and will forgive us and restore us if we do sin. John was writing these things so that we would not sin. This is what grace and forgiveness should do in our lives – when we truly experience them we should not want to continue in them because we realize how little we deserve to be loved like that. Our goal in relation to sin must be to stop sinning, rather than seeing how much we can get away with. Apply: Our goal is to not sin, even though we can be forgiven if we do sin. This is has been the objection of legalists forever that the easy access to forgiveness makes us more susceptible to sin. Actually, though, the reverse is true as it says above. His grace should make us want to not sin.

	10. Looking at 2:1b-2 when we sin what can we be sure of (v1)? Why is Christ able to stand up for us before God when we sin (v2)? 
	When we sin we have an “advocate” with the Father, or as the NIV says, One who speaks in our defense. Literally, the word is “paraklete”, one who is called alongside someone. In this case this One is Jesus who is called alongside God’s judicial bench and speaks against the enemy who is accusing us as unfit to be in God’s presence. He is qualified to defend us because He is the “propitiation” for our sins (as well as for people all over the world who are willing to believe in Him). This word means “satisfaction” or “appeasement”, showing that Christ’s sacrifice for our sins appeased God’s wrath over our sin and satisfied His demand for justice. Apply: It is good to know that Christ has satisfied God’s righteous requirements in our behalf; we should revel in our status as forgiven children of God. This should also allow us to lift our heads and serve God with confidence because of our standing before Him – even when others try to make us feel guilty. 

	11. Review the three “tests” of fellowship in these verses—what is the right confession (v1-3), the right conduct (v5-7), and the right attitude towards sin (1:8-2:2)? 
	The right confession is that Jesus is truly the Son of God who came in the flesh as a true man. The right conduct is walking in the light, practicing the truth, and having fellowship with God and one another. The right attitude towards sin is to admit it, to confess it, believe it is forgiven, and strive to not do it. When do these things we will have peace and security, since we are anchored in the One who loves us and can save us. Apply: We try a lot of ways to get connected or unified with other believers, but in the end it comes down to believing in the “same” Jesus, seeking to obey Him as a way of life, and living  in a perpetual state of forgiveness. 


