Genesis 6-7 Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: Because God’s patience will ultimately give way to judgment on evil and violence we must accept His only way of salvation now. 
	I. Humanity’s Corruption (6:1-12)
	Key Idea: Humanity, with one exception, was completely sinful and corrupt in the days of Noah. 

	1. Read Genesis 6:1-4. In man’s early history what types of marriages occurred (v1-2) and what were their offspring like (v4)? What was God’s reaction and decree (v4)? Why?
	Marriages between “the sons of God” and “the daughters of men” began to occur when people began to multiply on the earth. “Sons of God” could refer to the offspring of Seth’s family because he began the line of descendants who called on the name of the Lord (4:26), and he was the son of Adam who was made in the image of God. Another interpretation is that the “sons of God” refers here to angels as in other places in the Bible. This would mean that they crossed their boundaries and engaged in sex with human women and the result was giants, or “men of renown”, or “Nephilim”. There were giants alive until at least the time of David – Goliath was one of them, and possibly they were the offspring of this unholy union – if this is the correct interpretation. In the context it would seem best, however, to take “sons of God” as Seth’s descendants and the “daughters of men” as Cain’s descendants, and the “men of renown” as their offspring, who would not be giants but simply the famous or mighty men. This would be a natural result of godly men becoming corrupted by ungodly women and their offspring being “mighty” or “infamous” violent men, following the footsteps of Cain/Lamech (chap 4). This would also fit the reason that God would judge the earth because His godly line was being corrupted so that they were constantly doing evil and violence. Thus, God would see the need to “start over” with a godly man, Noah. As 6:6 says God was grieved that He had made man and decreed (6:3) that He would not strive with man forever; there would be a limit to man’s opportunity to repent. God determined that He would allow man 120 years, after which judgment would come. Unfortunately, because man was not only spirit, but also flesh he would not repent. The implication is that God knew that man’s fleshly sin nature would continually pull him down. 

	2. In 6:5-8 what did God observe (v5) and how did He feel about that (v6)? What did He decide to do (v7), but who was the exception and why (v8)? 
	God observed that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that even the intent of the thoughts of his heart was continuously evil. This grieved Him in His heart and He was sorry that He had created man. This doesn’t mean that He made a mistake, but simply reveals that God, as a person, has feelings, too. He wanted man to be His crowning creation, and exhibit A to the angelic realm of His glory. However, man fell and even after men began to call on His name those who were evil overwhelmingly dominated the earth. They failed in their responsibility to rule the earth well so God decided to blot man out from the face of the land. The one exception was Noah, who found favor in the eyes of the Lord. This was an act of God’s grace because even Noah was not without sin; he was, however, fulfilling God’s standard of righteousness at that time, as the next few verses explain. 

	3. Using 6:9-12 describe Noah (v9, 10) and describe the world (v11). What had this caused (v12)? 
	Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time, who walked with God. This does not mean that he was perfect, but that he had faith in God and that trust made him right with God. He was blameless in the sense that he did what God had revealed as His standard at that time, which was to walk with Him and be obedient. The world, on the other hand, was corrupt in the sight of God and filled with violence. The idea of corruption is that of decay and death – a lost cause, irreclaimable – and violence is the ultimate evidence of evil that has gone out of control. The result of the corruption of man is that the earth (land) itself was now corrupted. The earth is under a curse because of man and God’s entire creation awaits the revealing of the sons of God to be set free from the law of sin and death (Rom 8:19-22). 

	II. God’s Compassionate Plan (6:13-7:5)
	Key Idea: Although the world had rejected God He compassionately chose Noah as the one through whom He would preserve mankind.

	4. From Gen 6:13-17 what did God reveal to Noah (v13, 17)? What did He tell him to build (v14) and what were the specifics of it (v15-16)? 
	God told Noah that the “end of all flesh” had come before Him, possibly meaning that God realized that mankind had so corrupted themselves (and the earth) with sin that they wouldn’t survive. It could also mean that His patience had run out with them. Either way, God determined that He would destroy them with the earth (a type of justice for the earth itself) by bringing a worldwide flood that would destroy everything on land that had breath – only fish (who breathe through a different method) would survive. In order to save Noah God told him to build an ark that would preserve Noah, his family, and all animals. This ark would have 3 decks, a window that was a cubit (18 inches approximately) from the top, and a door on the side of it. The ark would be made of gopher wood and covered with pitch (tar), and would contain rooms on each deck. Its length would be 450 feet, its breadth 75 feet, and its height would be 45 feet. This would contain enough room to save 2 of every kind of animal, 7 pairs of each clean animal, and the eight people (Noah and his three sons, along with their wives) according calculations that scientists have done. 

	5. Based on 6:18-22 what was the purpose of the ark (v19, 21) and who was to be on it (v19-21)? What was God’s initial agreement with Noah (v18, 22)? 
	The purpose of the ark was to keep all the species of animals alive, as well as Noah’s family, which is why they were to also take food onto the ark to survive the duration of the flood. God’s initial agreement with Noah was that He would preserve Noah and his family if he would build the ark and then enter it. Noah did as God had said and was a “preacher of righteousness” the entire time he built the ark according to 2 Peter 2:5.

	6.  Using 7:1-5 why did God invite Noah into the ark (v1) and who else was he to take (v2-3)? Why? When would judgment fall (v4) and how did Noah respond (v5)? 
	God invited Noah and his household onto the ark because he had alone been righteous before Him. This righteousness was by faith and resulted in the obedience of building the ark, preaching righteousness, and taking his family, 2 of every animal, and 7 pairs of every clean animal onto the ark. The reason for clean animals was so that Noah and his family could worship God through acceptable sacrifices after the flood had ended. God was preserving a godly line that would worship him, and Noah responded in complete obedience. 

	III. The Watery Consequences (7:6-24)
	Key Idea: Just as God destroyed the corrupted world through water, one day He will judge this evil world by fire. 

	7. Looking at 7:6-12 when did the flood begin (v6, 11) and how long was this after they all entered the ark (v7-10)? What caused the flood (v11-12) and how long did it rain (v12)? 
	The flood began in the second month and seventeenth day of Noah’s six hundredth year, which was seven days after Noah, his family, and all the animals boarded the ark. The flood was caused because torrential rain fell from the sky and water poured forth from the great deep (the ocean, which was all together at that time) as its fountains burst open. It rained continuously for forty days and nights. 

	8. Recap from 7:13-16 everyone who entered the ark. Who shut the door behind them (v16) and what is the significance of this (see Heb 11:7, 1 Pet 3:20)? 
	Noah, his sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, Noah’s wife, and his sons’ three wives entered the ark, along with two of every kind of beast, cattle, creeping thing, and bird. They all went in, male and female, so they could repopulate the earth after the flood. After they had all entered the ark God shut the door behind them. As New Testament passages reveal the ark is a picture of our salvation in Christ: 1) it was covered with pitch (we are covered with the blood of Christ); 2) it rode through the waters of death to bring salvation (just as Christ went through death to save us); 3) only those who entered in through this way of salvation that God had provided were saved; and 4) God shut the door behind them, just as He seals us with His Spirit for the day of salvation (Eph 1:13). 

	9. According to 7:17-20 how much of the earth was covered with the flood (v17-19) and how high above the mountains did the water rise (v20)? 
	The entire earth was covered with water, even above the tops of the mountains. Some have said that this was a local flood, flooding only the area of the world in which Noah lived. However, the text says that the water prevailed more and more so that all the high moun-tains everywhere under the heavens were covered. That means that dinosaur footprints in the mud by the Paluxy River in Glen Rose are a result of a worldwide flood; this is not hard to accept when we consider that the continents were all together until the flood came. A worldwide flood also accounts for the apparent age of the earth since carbon 14 dating is based on the rate of decay and a submerged earth would cause decay at a much greater rate. 

	10. From 7:21-24 what were the consequences of the flood (v21-23) and who escaped (v23)? How long did the flood cover the earth (v24)? 
	The flood caused everything with the breath of life on the earth to die so that only Noah and those with him on the ark were spared. The water prevailed on the earth for one hundred and fifty days before it began to subside, which is further evidence that its scope was truly worldwide. 

	11. Look back over Gen 6-7. Why did God bring this judgment on mankind, and what parallels are there today? What “ark” must we enter to be saved and why are we secure?
	God brought judgment on mankind because the evil and its resulting violence had escalated to such a point that there was no turning back. The rampant violence (murder, abortion, euthanasia, abuse, certain sports, etc) today indicates a return to the pre-flood conditions, which means that God’s judgment is probably not that far away. While we must “preach righteousness” like Noah did, our only ultimate hope is Jesus, the only true Ark of our salvation. 


