9-20-09 Lesson Notes - Matt 1:18-2:23, Luke 2:1-52 – One of Us
The Big Idea: God orchestrates the setting of our lives and protects us so that we can fulfill His purpose. 
	I. The Preparation of Jesus             (Matt 1:18-23; Luke 2:5-38)
	Key Idea: God sovereignly prepares the setting of our lives to enable us to fulfill His purpose for us. 

	1. Read Matt 1:18-23. How did Joseph show that he was a “righteous” man (v19, 24-25)? What was said about “his” son (v20-23), and how does this make Joseph’s actions so important? 
	Joseph showed he was righteous by his actions towards his betrothed wife, Mary. He had the right to bring her before the elders and accuse her of adultery but had no desire to disgrace her. That attitude comes from a desire for revenge, which is ungodly. He also demonstrated his righteousness by immediately doing what the angel commanded and taking Mary then as his wife, keeping her as a virgin until she gave birth to Jesus. He also named the child “Jesus” as the angel had told him to do. He chose obedience over his own desires at every turn; that is righteousness. His son, Jesus, was to be the fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14, the child of the virgin who would actually be “Immanuel”, or “God with us”. This corresponds to the fact that He was the offspring of the Holy Spirit of God. His name would be “Jesus”, meaning Yahweh (Jehovah, the LORD) saves, because He would save His people from their sins. Since Joseph knew these things his actions were vital, in that he kept Mary a virgin until Jesus’ birth and also that he did not publically disgrace Mary, which would have publically disgraced her son, Jesus, as well. In fact even with this discretion Jesus had a questionable reputation in the eyes of some, probably because of the timing of his birth in relation to their marriage and the suddenness of their marriage. Simple obedience makes a huge difference. 

	2. Looking at Luke 2:1-20 what is significant about the timing of Jesus’ birth (v1-5) and his birthplace (v6-7)? Describe His first worshipers (v8). 
	Caesar Augustus just “happened” to take a census when Jesus was born so that Mary and Joseph would have to be in Bethlehem at the time of His birth. This fulfilled the prophecy regarding the birthplace of the Messiah (Bethlehem, Micah 5:2), significant because their home was Nazareth. Jesus’ birthplace, the courtyard for the animals, is significant because it shows the utter humility of the Son of God who became man. It also foreshadows His treatment throughout His ministry – there would be no “room” for Him among men; He would have to minister to those on the outside. Not only was He born there, but His first crib was a manger, a feeding trough for the livestock. Even though Jesus was born in utter humility, it was not without heavenly notice however as angels appeared in heaven singing praise. The angels worshiped Him before the shepherds, who in turn went to worship Him upon hearing news of His birth in Bethlehem. They would be the first human worshipers of Jesus, mere obscure, unclean shepherds, who had little understanding of religion. What they did have, though, was faith. As Luke will show repeatedly it is the humble who have faith that God loves to work with. 

	3. Using Luke 2:10-14 what did the angels reveal to the shepherds (v10, 11, 12) and what else occurred (v13-14)? How did they respond (V15-20)? 
	The shepherds were told by the angels that they were being brought good news for all the people. This good news (gospel) was that that very day a Savior for them had been born in Bethlehem, who was the Messiah, the Lord. Their Messiah would be found in a manger wrapped in swaddling cloths. When they declared this the heavens burst open with a chorus of angels praising God, singing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased”. This means that only those with whom He is pleased will experience His peace, and this pleasure is evoked by those who have faith in Him. This event caused the shepherds to immediately go to the Bethlehem to see the child. When they did they then began to tell others what had happened, and also glorified and praised God for all they had heard and seen. This caused all who heard to wonder about what was going on. When we simply share our personal testimony, at the very least people around us are interested and will think about it. 

	4. In Luke 2:21-24 what two Jewish rituals were carried out (v21, 22-24)? Why was it important for this to be done? 
	The rituals of circumcision (at eight days) and purification (at forty days) were carried out, showing that Jesus submitted to the Jewish Law, rather than trying to overturn it. The naming of the child was customarily done by the eighth day and the purification sacrifice of two turtledoves shows the obedience and humble estate of Jesus’ parents. He would be raised as an ordinary Jewish child by godly parents. He was indeed the “Son of Man”. 

	5. Read Luke 2:25-38. What did Simeon say about Jesus (v25-35) and what did Anna say (v36-38)? Why were these witnesses significant (v25-26, 36-37)?
	Simeon, a righteous and devout man looking for the “consolation of Israel” who had the Holy Spirit on him, had received revelation from the Spirit that he would not die before he saw the Messiah. When he came into the temple at their purification ritual and saw the child he took Him and blessed God. He asked God that His bond-servant now be allowed to depart in peace because his eyes had seen God’s salvation which He had prepared in the presence of the all peoples. This child would be a light of revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of Israel. As Joseph and Mary marveled at the things being said about their Son, Simeon also told them that He was appointed for the rise and fall of many in Israel and for a sign to be opposed. A sword would even pierce their own soul and thus would reveal the thoughts of many hearts, a probable reference to the crucifixion and Mary’s grief. There was also a prophetess, Anna, who was there as she was everyday serving day and night with prayers and fastings. She came up that moment and began giving thanks to God and speaking of Him (Jesus) to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. These were significant witnesses to Jesus because they were devout, and also because they were led by the Spirit to say these things. 

	II. The Protection of Jesus            (Matt 2:1-23)
	Key Idea: God powerfully protects us to enable us to fulfill His purpose for our lives. 

	6. Using Matt 2:1-12 who came to see Jesus in Bethlehem and why (v1-2) and what did they do next (v9-12)? What does this story show? 
	Magi (wise men from the east – Babylon and Persia) arrived in Jerusalem asking where the one born as King of the Jews was. They had seen His star in the eastern sky and had come to worship Him. This had to be a supernatural appearance of a star in their constellations because it reappeared over Bethlehem after they talked to Herod. It signaled the birth of the Jewish king and when they asked about it they were told by the Jewish leaders where the Messiah was to be born. Interestingly, the Jewish leaders had no response to this news at all. This story reveals at least two things: 1) Jesus’ birth related to the entire world, not just to the Jews, and 2) the Jews would reject Jesus from beginning to end. 

	7. Looking again at Matt 2:1-12 how did Herod initially react to the news of Jesus’ birth (v3)? What did the scribes tell him (v4-6) and what did he want to know (v7-8)? Why? 
	Herod initially was troubled when the magi asked of the birthplace of the Messiah, presumably because he perceived Him as a threat to his throne. He thus gathered all the scribes and chief priests to ascertain where the Messiah would be born. He planned on using this information to kill all the babies in that region. They told him that Bethlehem would be the birthplace of the Messiah, and the prophecy from Mic 5:2 revealed that this One would be both ruler (suggesting sternness) and shepherd (suggesting gentleness) of Israel. He then asked the magi when the star had appeared – a time no more than two years earlier – and then told them to report back to him when they found the child so that he could worship Him. This, of course, was a lie, and God warned the magi in a dream to not return to Herod with this information. Instead they followed the star to Mary and Joseph’s house in Bethlehem (rather than the stable because it was a couple of years later). They rejoiced greatly when they entered and saw Him, offering gifts fit for a king – gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

	8. From Matt 2:13-23 what was Herod’s ultimate reaction (v16) and what three prophecies were fulfilled by this event (v13-15, 17-18, 19-23)? How does this show God’s sovereignty and power? 
	Herod’s ultimate reaction was to kill all the male children age two and under, much as Pharaoh had done in the time of Moses. However, God protected Jesus by warning His parents to flee to Egypt until Herod completed his murderous actions. They stayed in Egypt until Herod died, then returned to Nazareth. The first prophecy that this fulfilled was that of Hos 11:1, which said “out of Egypt I have called my Son”. This was an immediate reference to Israel, but in the big picture Jesus would represent Israel; thus it referred to the Messiah as well. The second fulfilled prophecy was that of weeping and mourning in Ramah, Rachel weeping for her children. Rachel represented the “mother of Israel”, thus any Jewish children that were killed would cause weeping by the mothers of Israel. This also referred originally to babies in Israel being killed at the hands of foreign kings, but it applied as well to this incident. Finally, when Jesus and His family returned they settled in Nazareth, and this would lead to His designation as a “Nazarene”. Nazarene may refer to the Hebrew word for Branch, so relating to Is 11:1. Or it may be a reference to the fact that those from Nazareth were despised, and thus a fulfillment of Is 53:3. The convergence of these three prophecies shows the ability of God to orchestrate events of history in such a way that will fulfill His purposes – in this case to point to the identity of Jesus as His Son and Messiah. 

	III. The Purpose of Jesus            (Luke 2:39-52)
	Key Idea: We must humbly prepare ourselves to be used by God to fulfill His purpose for our lives. 

	9. Based on Luke 2:39-40, 52 what was Jesus’ purpose for his first thirty years? Describe what you think this looked like? How can we apply this?
	Having settled in Nazareth nothing is mentioned of Jesus’ childhood except for the event recorded in Luke 2:41-51. His purpose during His first thirty years was to simply grow up physically, mentally and spiritually in order to be prepared for the intense three and a half year ministry that would follow. He grew, became strong, and increased in wisdom with the grace of God upon Him. Unlike many false accounts of the life of Jesus that floated around in the first century Jesus probably didn’t do miracles until His public ministry. He lived a very normal life of a devoted Jewish boy. His purpose during this time was to become mature in every area so that He could be used without limitation during His ministry years. We, too, must use the time for preparation that God gives us so we can also be used to the fullest when His time comes. 

	10. In Luke 2:41-51 what occurred and how did this show Jesus’ maturity (v46-47, 48-49, 51)? How did his parents react and how does this contrast with his (v41-45, 48, 50)? 
	Jesus’ earthly parents were devoted Jews who observed Passover every year at Jerusalem. At the end of the week as they started back home they realized that Jesus was not with them. They looked through their entire family caravan to find Him, but He wasn’t there. So, they went back to Jerusalem to see if they could find Him. After three days the last place they looked for Him was in the temple. He was there sitting (symbolic of a rabbinical posture) in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. All who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. His parents were astonished as well, but possibly more because He had not told them where He was. His mother felt that Jesus had mistreated them by this omission. Jesus simply wondered why they could not find Him since they should have known He would be involved in the affairs of His Father. Their lack of understanding of this statement is typical of human beings. Even though Jesus had been born supernaturally and many prophecies had been made confirming Him as the Messiah and Son of God, His parents were treating Him as an ordinary child. However, Jesus was not resentful of this, but simply went back to Nazareth with them and continued in subjection to them. He kept increasing in wisdom and stature (physical and social presence) and in favor with God and men, while His mother kept treasuring all these things in her heart. 

	11. Looking back on the birth and early years of Jesus, in what ways do we see God’s sovereignty and power demonstrated? How was Jesus’ birth and childhood both like and unlike others’? 
	The birth of Jesus was sovereignly directed by God in that the timing of the census placed them in Bethlehem according to the prophecy of Mic 5:2. He powerfully protected Jesus through His angels – first by directing Joseph to take her as his wife and to keep her a virgin and also by warning the magi and Jesus’ parents of Herod’s murderous plot. He caused a star to appear in the sky and led the magi to Joseph and Mary’s house in Bethlehem, then led Jesus and His parents to go to Egypt so another prophecy could be fulfilled. Finally, they settled in Nazareth to allow another prophecy to be fulfilled. Jesus’ birth and childhood were unique for different reasons. His birth was sovereignly directed to fulfill prophecies and was supernaturally conceived. His childhood, though, was unique because of the dedication of Jesus, not because of miracles. He showed how an ideal child should grow up – attending to His normal duties and growing in spiritual maturity and wisdom. He did not get in a hurry to start His ministry, but waited on the Father as He took advantage of the years of obscurity to prepare Himself for public ministry. He was humble yet confident in His identity and in His Father’s work in His life. Although He is the Son of God He grew up as an ordinary child, and set the example of how every child should prepare themselves for their purpose as an adult. 


