Acts 1-2 - Daily Study Questions – The “Wow” Factor
The Big Idea: When the Holy Spirit is in control believers will bear witness to Jesus and many will be saved.  
	I. Waiting for Jesus’ Promise       (1:1-26)
	Key Idea: Waiting in faith is an important part of God’s process of training disciples. 

	1. Read Acts 1:1-5. What was Luke’s 1st account about—see Luke 1:1-4 (v1-2)? What had Jesus done with His disciples after the resurrection (v3) and what had He commanded (v4)? Why (v5)? 
	Luke had written his first account (Luke’s Gospel) about all that Jesus “began” to do and teach until the day He was “taken up” (ascended). Luke’s Gospel was an accurate historical account of the life of Jesus based on the testimony of eyewitnesses, but it was only the beginning of Jesus’ work; the rest of His work was to be carried out by His disciples until His return. After Jesus’ resurrection He had given orders to His chosen apostles about the work they would do for Him and He had given them many convincing proofs of His resurrection over forty days. He had spoken to them about things concerning the kingdom of God and, gathering them together, He had commanded them to wait in Jerusalem until they received what the Father had promised. This promise was the baptism of the Holy Spirit – an internal baptism, in contrast to John’s baptism which was by water, thus only external. 

	2. From 1:6-11 what did the disciples ask Him (v6) and what were the 1st (v7) and 2nd (v8) parts of Jesus’ answer (v7)? What principle does this teach us? What happened next (v9-10) and what did the angels say (v11)? 
	The disciples wondered if this meant that the kingdom was about to be restored to Israel, since the giving of the Holy Spirit was a promise contained in the New Covenant (Ezek 36:24-28); this covenant also spoke of Israel’s restoration. Jesus’ answer was first that it was not for them to know times and epochs that the Father had fixed by His own authority; their question was irrelevant. What they needed to know is what their responsibility or calling was; this was the second part of Jesus’ answer. They were to be His witnesses, which they in fact would be when the Holy Spirit came upon them. Their witness to Jesus as the Son of God and Messiah who had been resurrected would be given to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the remotest part of the earth. This teaches us that there are some things we don’t need to know, but the things that God has revealed to us we must be faithful to carry them out. Once Jesus had given these “orders” He was lifted up in a cloud as they watched. The apostles stared at this intently, but two angels challenged them, asking why they were gawking at the sky. They were immobilized since their Lord had departed, but the angels wanted them to know that Jesus would return in the same way He had been taken. Thus, their fear was comforted by the truth that Jesus would not forsake or abandon them, just as He had said; He would come back for them (John 14:3).  

	3. Using 1:12-20 what was the disciples’ immediate (v12) and ongoing (v13-14) response? What issue did they then did they deal with (15-20) and why (v20)? 
	The disciples obeyed Jesus’ instruction to wait in Jerusalem by returning there. They went to the upper room – probably the one in which the last supper was held – and waited there for ten days. Along with the disciples were “certain” women (the ones at the tomb?), Jesus’ mother Mary, and His half-brothers (James, Joses, Judas, Simon – Mark 6:3) who had now apparently become believers. Their ongoing response was to single-mindedly devote themselves to prayer. At some point Peter stood up and said to the 120 who were gathered there that they needed to fill the spot that Judas Iscariot, the betrayer, had vacated, because prophecies had to be fulfilled. These prophecies had been spoken by the Holy Spirit through David (a clear testimony to the divine inspiration of the Scriptures) that Judas’ place (homestead) would be made desolate (Ps 69:25 – a messianic psalm) and his office (his apostolic office) should be taken by another man (Ps 109:8 – this is a psalm of judgment against the accusers of the righteous). Peter, the leader of the apostolic band, concluded from these scriptures that they needed to replace Judas with an apostle. 

	4. Based on Acts 1:21-26 what were the qualifications of an apostle (v21-22) and who was selected (v23)? How did they choose the right one (v24-25, 26)? Do you agree with what they did and how they did it?
	The qualifications of an apostle – those who were called to carry on the work of Jesus to the next generation of believers – was that they had been with Jesus since the baptism of John the Baptist until the ascension and that they were a witness of the resurrected Jesus – from the time His earthly ministry began and ended. Two possibilities, Barsabbas and Matthias, were put forth; they prayed for God to reveal which one was to replace Judas, and then drew lots for them. The lot fell on Matthias and he became the twelfth apostle. The idea of drawing lots probably came from the Urim and Thummim in the breastpiece of the High Priest (Ex 28:30, Num 27:21, 1 Sam 28:6). According to tradition one was black and one was white and God would sometimes reveal His will to the High Priest by this method. The key is that they prayed for God’s revelation and trusted that God would do so. Both men were qualified so it didn’t matter that much which one was chosen; however, they wanted to know God’s specific will and believed that He would reveal it in this way. They obeyed it by selecting Matthias. Many scholars believe that God was going to replace Judas with Paul later, but the Jewish apostles felt that having a twelfth apostle was important so they went through this process. 

	II. Wowed by Jesus’ Promise      (2:1-36)
	Key Idea: The miraculous presence of the Holy Spirit provided an opportunity to present the gospel message. 

	5. Read 2:1-4. What physical things happened on Pentecost, 50 days after Passover (v2, 3) and what happened to the disciples (v4)? Who caused this (v4)?  
	On Pentecost the disciples were all gathered in one place, as good Jews should be on Pentecost, the annual Jewish feast celebrating God’s provision of the first-fruits of the harvest. Suddenly a noise that sounded like a violent, rushing wind (tornado?) filled the place, something that appeared as fiery tongues rested on each one of them, they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and each began to speak in foreign tongues (glossas – ecstatic utterance; later – v8 – this understood as known languages, dialektois) according to whatever the Spirit led them to say. This was the work of the Holy Spirit who was the promise that Jesus had told them to await. This was a fulfillment of John the Baptist’s prophecy (Lu 3:16) that the “One coming after him would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire”. Jesus had sent His Holy Spirit and had baptized the initial believers with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Thus, the church began with all believers being immersed in the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:13). 

	6. According to 2:5-13 who was present when this happened (v5) and what was the effect (v6, 7, 8-11)? What question (v12) and comment (v13) did this raise? 
	Jews from everywhere were in Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost and when they heard the tornado-like wind they came together. Then, each of them heard the apostles speaking to them in their own language – the utterances of the apostles were translated into the native languages of the hearers. This bewildered them and caused amazement and wonderment since the apostles were uneducated Galileans who were communicating in their birth languages. The apostles’ message was that of the mighty works of God and the entire effect was that of amazement and great perplexity over what this phenomenon might mean. Others simply mocked, saying that they were drunk on wine. This made no sense because it would have required greater control of one’s faculties to be able to speak in unlearned foreign languages. 

	7. Using 2:14-21 who responded (v14) and what did he 1st refute (15)? How did he explain it (v16)? What were the elements of Joel’s prophecy (v17-18, 19-20, 21) and did this signify? 
	Peter, the clear apostolic leader, stood with the eleven, raised his voice, and declared to the men of Judea and all who lived in Jerusalem – this was a specific message to them that the rest got to listen to – to give heed to what he was about to say. He first told them that the men were not drunk – it was way too early in the morning for that – but were instead simply fulfilling the prophecy of Joel 2:28-32. This was a prophecy about what would happen to signal “the last days”. In those days Israel will have been restored and awaiting spiritual restoration and this event at Pentecost was interpreted as the fulfillment of this event. It was a partial fulfillment, with the complete fulfillment to occur in the Tribulation period when the Lord returns. Joel had prophesied that in the last days God would pour out His Spirit on all mankind (not just Jews) and that their sons and daughters would prophesy, their young men would see visions and the old men would dream dreams. Even the lowest, the bond-slaves (of course this could refer to the apostles), would have the Spirit poured forth on them and they would prophesy. Then wonders in the sky and signs on the earth beneath would refer to the sound of a violent wind and tongues of fire resting on each of the 120. However, there was no blood or vapor of smoke, showing that this prophecy wasn’t completely fulfilled. The opportunity for everyone who would call on the name of the Lord to be saved, though, was definitely present. This is the part that Peter really wanted to underscore.

	8. From 2:22-36 what were the elements of Peter’s sermon (v22-24, 25-28, 29-32, 33, 34-36) and how did this relate to Joel’s prophecy? What do you think was Peter’s point (v36)? 
	Peter first preached Jesus the Nazarene who was a man attested to them by God with miracles and signs that had been performed in their midst. He had been delivered up, though, by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God to them to be put to death by crucifixion by godless men, and then raised back to life by God, putting an end to the agony of death because He conquered it. The next section reveals the prophecy of the resurrection in Ps 16:8-11 and then makes application of it to Jesus, and not David, in verses 29-32. He also pointed out that the apostles were all witnesses of that resurrection. He then declares that Jesus has been exalted to the right hand of the Father, from which place He has received and poured out the promised Holy Spirit whose presence had been manifested that day. Finally, Peter pointed out that it was not David that ascended to heaven, but it was Jesus who, as the LORD (Yahweh, the covenant name of God), was invited by the Lord (Adonai, Lord over all lords - the Father) to sit at His right hand until He made His enemies His footstool. He then told them that it was this Jesus that God had made both Lord (sovereign over all) and Christ whom they had crucified. Peter was making the point that they had crucified the very one they had been awaiting, the One whom their God had approved. 

	III. Walking in Jesus’ Promise (2:37-47
	Key Idea: Walking in the Spirit means we are in His Word, in community, in worship and prayer so that others are saved. 

	9. Read 2:37-41. How did the multitude respond (v37) and how did Peter answer (v38-39)? What was the point of this baptism? What did Peter then do and what occurred (v41)?
	When the multitude heard these words they were “pierced to the heart” with conviction over their guilt and asked them what they should do. Peter told them to 1) repent and 2) be baptized in the name of Jesus – if they wanted to receive forgiveness for their sins. Then, they would receive the Holy Spirit who had been promised to them and their children, as well as for those who were far off – all whom the Father had called to Himself. This doesn’t mean that the baptism saved them; rather it means that the evidence of their repentance was to place their faith in Jesus’ name and be baptized as a demonstration of this faith. In the early church baptism, and not walking an aisle, was the evidence of conversion – but it did not save them. Peter’s emphasis was upon being baptized into the name of Jesus, not on the act of baptism. That was just the public aspect of their confession of faith in Him. He then continued to preach, calling them to be saved from their perverse generation, and on that day about 3000 were saved and added to the company of disciples. 

	10. In 2:42-47 describe the elements of the “follow-up” for those saved (v42) and why each was important. What were the results (v43, 44-45, 46, 47)? 
	The elements of follow-up for these new believers were 1) devotion to the apostles’ teaching 2) fellowship – community 3) breaking bread – remembering the Lord’s sacrifice and worshiping Him, and 4) prayer. Today we need the same four elements – God’s Word, community, worship, and prayer – if we are to grow up in Him and be established in our faith. The results of this event and follow up were several. First, there was the sense of awe that people feel in the presence of the supernatural, there were many other signs and wonders being done by the apostles, and those who believed were together and shared their property if anyone had need. Everyday they continued with single-mindedness in the temple, broke bread from house to house in smaller groups, taking their meals with gladness and heartfelt sincerity, praised God and had favor with all the people. The Lord was then adding to their number daily those who were being saved. When God saves people He adds them to the church, the community of believers. 

	11. Review Acts 1-2. What is the purpose of “waiting” in our Christian lives, and why do you think God allows certain “wow” experiences? Last, what can we learn about the Christian walk from the end of Acts 2? 
	Waiting in our Christian lives purifies our faith in God, leading us to surrender “control” to Him. When God answers the prayer after we have waited we are assured that it is His answer. This is especially true when there are visible demonstrations of the Spirit’s power, such as changed lives, physical healing, restored relationships, and genuine repentance from sin. These things cause people to take notice that something otherwise inexplicable is going on so that there is an opportunity to share the gospel with them. Once people are saved they must be taught to walk in the Spirit by being in the Word, in community with each other, in worship of the Lord together and in prayer. This will spur the growth process and cause others to notice, leading to further opportunities for the growth of the kingdom. 


