2 Corinthians 1-3 - Daily Study Questions – The Smell of Napalm
The Big Idea: When we share in God’s comfort, walk in His confidence and center on His glory we will experience the aroma of victory in Christ. 
	I. God’s Comfort Explained                (1:1-11)
	Key Idea: God comforts us in our sufferings so that we can comfort others in His suffering, for His glory. 

	1. Read 2 Cor 1:1-7. How did Paul describe himself and his readers (v1), and what did he pray (v2)? What did he praise God for (v3, 5)? What is the purpose of God’s comfort (v4, 6) and what does Paul believe (v7)? 
	Paul was an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God – this reminded them of his authority, derived from God’s personal direction. He wrote this letter to the Corinthians and it was at least the 4th letter he had written to them. The first preceded 1 Corinthians and became the occasion for that letter; he was answering the questions of that letter and addressing issues about which he had heard. After 1 Corinthians, though, he had written a “severe letter” (2 Cor 2:4) and then the letter of 2 Corinthians that referenced this 3rd letter. He had spent eighteen months with them and was writing his fourth letter to them, so he was very close to this congregation. He described these readers as “the church of God at Corinth” with all the saints throughout Achaia (the southern part of Greece). He prayed for them that they would have “grace” (favor) and “peace” (shalom) from God “our” Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. These two words were characteristic of first Greek and then Jewish greetings, but they were both invested with a Christian perspective. This perspective was that both God’s favor and God’s peace are the reason for the abundant life that we are called to experience through a relationship with Jesus. He praised (“blessed”) the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ as the “Father” (source) of all mercies and the God of all comfort and for the abundant comfort He gives through Christ. The purpose of God’s comfort in our afflictions is that we will in turn comfort others in their affliction with the comfort we receive from Him. Our comfort, then, is for the comfort and salvation of others; since it is abundant to us we should share that abundant comfort with others. This will allow them to patiently endure their sufferings for the cause of Christ, just as Paul does – and his belief (firmly grounded hope) was that they would share the same comfort that he received when he suffered. 

	2. From 1:8-11 describe what Paul had experienced in Asia (v8) and why God allowed it (v9). What was Paul’s confidence (v10) and what was the Corinthians’ part in this (v11)? Why (v11)? Apply. 
	In Asia Paul had experienced affliction that so burdened him and his missionary team that he despaired even of life. They all had the sentence of death within themselves, probably meaning they sensed the constant possibility of physical death; he believed that God had allowed this so that they would be taught to not trust in themselves but in God who raises the dead. He was confident, in fact, that God, on whom they had set their hope, would deliver them presently, as well as in the future. This would partly happen as the Corinthians helped him by praying for them. This, in turn, would lead to thanks being given to God for His deliverance of them through the prayers of many for them. Thus, they would be joining Paul and his team in their work for Christ. Similarly, when we pray God’s blessing over others involved in ministry we join their ministry team. 

	II. Our Confidence Described (1:12-2:17)
	Key Idea: When our hope is in God, rather than ourselves, we can be confident that He will bring about positive, eternal results. 

	3. In 1:12-18 what did Paul believe about his actions (v12) and why did this matter (v13-14)? What plans had this led Paul to make (v15-16)? Since these plans changed did this mean his word wasn’t good (v17)? Why (18)? 
	Paul believed that they had conducted themselves in holiness and godly sincerity in the world, and not in fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God – especially towards the Corinthians. He had written clearly and openly to them so that we have a reason to be proud of them in the Day of our Lord Jesus, just as he desired to be proud of them. Our positive impact on one another will be our reason to be proud when Jesus returns because it’s not really about us. Because of this attitude of confidence in them Paul had intended to come to them two different times to bless them – as he passed by them going and then as he returned. He also hoped that they would help him on his way to Judea with the offering for the poor saints. He didn’t do this, though, so some had accused him of being “wishy-washy”. He told that they had not purposed this according to the flesh – it was truly what he had intended – but then God had led him differently so he could do this. His wasn’t speaking out of both sides of his mouth so that his words and integrity were questionable. Rather, because God is faithful he couldn’t allow his words to be false, to be yes and no at the same time. 

	4. Based on 2 Cor 1:19-22 who was Paul’s example of integrity (v19) and why is this important (v20)? What else has Christ done for us (v21-22)? 
	Because Paul had preached the Son of God, Christ Jesus, to them he had to reflect Him who is yes, faithful as His Father. Jesus, as God’s Son, was his model of integrity. In fact, in Him all the promises of God are yes and He is the “Amen” to the glory of God through us. In other words it is due to Jesus’ fulfillment of the promises of God by His sacrificial life and death that we can count on these very promises. This means that when God says it Jesus says “Amen” to it because He intends to carry it out. This fits with our understanding of the roles in the Godhead – the Father declares His will, the Son carries it out, and the Spirit applies it to our lives. God had established Paul with the Corinthians in Christ and anointed him to minister to them. Then, they were all sealed into God’s family and given the Holy Spirit as a pledge, or earnest (down payment) of this truth. The way we sense this down payment of the Holy Spirit is in our hearts, so it is invisible, but a reality nevertheless. 

	5. Looking at 1:23-2:4 how did Paul explain his change of plans (1:23, 2:1)? What was his attitude (1:24; 2:2)? What did he desire would happen when he saw them (2:3-4)?  
	Paul had been led to not go to Corinth so that he wouldn’t have to cause them sorrow. Apparently his last visit, called the “painful visit” by many commentators, had been so hard on them that he didn’t want them in this condition again. He needed them to be joyful for his sake, so he didn’t want to “lord it over” them. Instead, he was a co-worker with them for their joy and since in their faith they were standing firm he didn’t feel the need to visit them. He hoped that when they saw him they would realize how much anguish he had over writing that severe letter, shedding many tears. Rather, he wanted his joy to become their joy when he saw them. 

	6. Using 2:5-11 what had the one who troubled the church caused (v5)? How had they responded (v6) and what were they to do now (v7-8)? Why (v7, 11)? What was Paul’s promise about this (v8-10)? 
	The one who had troubled the church had caused not only Paul, but the entire church, sorrow. Most commentators do not think this was the one referred to in 1 Cor 5 since it seems like his sin was much more serious than this. Since the church had decided to inflict discipline on him, he might have repented; if so, he should be forgiven and restored. After all this, in addition to the purity of the body, is the goal of church discipline. When the punishment continues the one may be overwhelmed by sorrow, so the church needs to reaffirm their love for him. Paul had tested their obedience by issuing the command to discipline this one, but now having done that, he urged them to forgive them. He underscored that if they would do this he would support their decision. He had forgiven them for something they had done wrong, so now he urged them to forgive their offender. This would keep Satan from taking advantage of bitterness that might spring up in the church. 

	7. Read 2:12-17. What had Paul found in Troas (v12), but what did he do and why (v13)? How had God worked through him (v14, 17)? What are the 2 reactions to Christ and what makes the difference (v15-16)? 
	Paul had found in Troas an open door for the gospel of Christ, but because of his fear that something bad had happened to Titus he left there and went to Macedonia. However, he discovered things were fine with Titus and that led him into thank God for always leading him into triumph in Christ. He was thankful that God had used them to manifest the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Christ in every place. This aroma was the fragrance of death to death for those who did not believe in Christ, but an aroma of life to life for those who did. This was the picture of the triumphal return of a Roman general after a war; those on his side could smell the incense being burned as victory and life, but those who had been defeated and were walking in chains behind them smelled this scent as an aroma of their impending death. The point is that those who believe in Jesus love the smell of victory, but those who have rejected Him smell this as death. They are not wrong, for to believe in Jesus is to die to the selfish old nature, but to live in Him. This is a very serious venture, that of sharing the aroma of Christ, and only those led by God are able to adequately share the message in sincerity rather than as salesmen “hawking” their wares. The message that regenerates, bringing life, must be from God and presented in the sight of God; it will not be effective if done only in the strength of the flesh.  

	III. Covenant Glory Revealed     (3:1-18)
	Key Idea: When we behold the glory of the Lord by the Spirit we will reveal this glory as we are transformed into His image. 

	8. In 3:1-5 what did Paul ask (v1) and what was his answer (v2-3)? How does this apply to us? What was Paul’s confidence and adequacy (v4-5)?
	Paul rhetorically asked if it sounded like they (his missionary team) were trying to promote themselves, or gain the approval of the Corinthians. He also asked if they needed letters of commendation to or from the Corinthians. On the contrary the fruit that had been born among them through Paul was commendation enough. They were his letter, written in Paul’s heart, and read by all around them. It was obvious that the Spirit had accomplished the work of salvation among them and that Paul had cared for them. This evidence had been written, not only stone tablets like the Ten Commandments, but on their hearts. Paul’s confidence derived from the fact that he knew only God through Christ could have done this, since he and his team were not adequate to bring about some spiritual life and transformation. Instead, their adequacy was from God.  

	9. From 3:6-11 what was Paul’s role (v6)? Contrast the new covenant and the Mosaic covenant (v6, 7-8, 9-11). What is Paul’s point (v12-13)?
	Paul and his team’s role was that of being servants or ministers of a new covenant. This new covenant was motivated and energized by the Spirit and led to life. The old covenant, the “letter”, consisted of words on a page that had to be kept perfectly to achieve righteousness. Since this was impossible it was a written code (letter) of death. However, the old covenant, ineffective as it was, still had a certain glory since it came from God and this glory was seen on the face of Moses when he descended the mountain. Its fading glory, though, was nothing to be compared with the glory of the ministry of the Spirit – especially considering His ministry through the New Covenant will enable believers in God to actually keep His Word. The Old Covenant was a ministry of condemnation, while the New Covenant was a ministry of righteousness. Thus, the glory of the Old Covenant seemed almost like nothing since the glory of the New Covenant was so much greater. Finally, the Old Covenant was fading away, like the glow on Moses’ face, while the New Covenant remained. Paul’s point was, that since he represented the New Covenant with its glory, effectiveness and perpetuation he had great boldness. He had no fear that it was going away or would be ineffective, thus diminishing in glory. This was unlike the ministry of Moses who put a veil over his face so that the Old Covenant glory wouldn’t be seen as fading away. 

	10. Looking at 3:14-18 what had happened to the Jews (v14, 15), but what changes this (v14, 16)? What is the result of the Spirit in our lives (v17, 18)? Describe the process by which this occurs (v18). Apply. 
	The minds of the Jews had been hardened because they had rejected Christ and God. So, as they read the Old Covenant (Old Testament) they couldn’t see the truth about Jesus Christ because they had predetermined that the Christ wouldn’t be like Jesus who had to first suffer before He was exalted on high. As Moses was read they couldn’t see the references to Jesus as the Messiah embedded in the Law (Pentateuch, Torah). However, those who are led by the Spirit because they are New Covenant believers are able to see the truth of Christ in the Old Testament. They are set free and unveiled, able to behold as in a mirror the glory of the Lord. As we behold His glory by the Spirit we are transformed into the same image from one stage of glory to the next. The Lord, by His Spirit, brings this about. This means that we, as New Covenant believers, must spend time meditating on the characteristics of Christ and God since this will change our lives for the better. 

	11 Review 2 Cor 1-3. What is the purpose of God’s comfort (1:1-11) and what gives us confidence (1:12, 18-22, 2:3, 2:14-3:3)? What does the glory of the New Covenant mean to us (3:15-18)? 
	The purpose of God’s comfort is not only to comfort us, but to allow us to comfort others going through the same thing. Because God is at work in us in this way and we see the changes that He makes in our lives and those to whom we minister we are able to have confidence in Him. We are also able to have confidence in His promises since Jesus insured that He will fulfill them as they come to pass. Because He is faithfully at work we are able to have confidence in each other as well and share one another’s joy. We know that the aroma of Christ leads to life and that His New Covenant with us is glorious by His Spirit. The glory of this covenant means that we who participate in it will reflect its glory as we spend time beholding the Lord’s glory. Absorbing His glory means we will be transformed into His glory as the Spirit works in us. Our responsibility, then, is to comfort others, confidently serve the Lord, and center ourselves on His glory that we might be transformed into those who faithfully reveal His image. 


