Daily Study Questions for Song of Solomon 5:2-8:14
The Big Idea: When inevitable conflict occurs we must quickly resolve it, renew our love in all aspects, and reflect on how valuable it is to us. 
	I. Rejection and Remorse (5:2-8)
	Key Idea: When we let selfishness get in the way we hurt ourselves and the ones we love. 

	1. Read Song of Solomon 5:2-8. When the husband knocked, how did his wife respond (v2, 4)? Why (v3)? How did she react after he left (v5-8)? What does this teach us? 
	The wife thought about how inconvenient it would be to put on her dress and rewash her feet when she got back in bed, so she lay there instead of immediately getting up to let her husband in when he knocked. This was simply selfish and lazy, but it may have also been provoked because he had arrived so late that it was now time for bed. Who knows if she was irritated because he had to work late unexpectedly (see 6:11-12). To her credit, however, the woman changed her mind and got up to let him in, but it was too late. Her romance was stirred so much that she was grieved over what she had done, and dressed and went out looking for him in the night. As she did she was treated roughly and injured, apparently being mistaken for a petty thief by the watchmen. She was fearful over what she had done and wanted whoever found him to report she was lovesick over him. This episode teaches us that we must never allow inconvenience or our laziness to keep us from responding to love; it not only hurts the one we love, but it hurts us (and our marriage) as well. In a spiritual sense we must never reject Christ’s invitation to love – we hurt ourselves if we do. Apply: There are many aspects of our own selfishness that get in the way of expressing love – from small things like personal preferences to big things like giving up an evening or a weekend to do what the other person wants to do (but we really don’t), or spending money on a need the other person has instead of our personal wants. In any event the essence of true love is sacrifice, putting the other’s needs ahead of our own, and being patient and understanding with them. In the long run acting unselfishly builds our relationship and brings many great rewards to us. 

	II. Resolution and Renewal (5:9-7:13)
	Key Idea: When we remember the reasons we loved our spouse we will be able to resolve our conflicts and renew our love. 

	2. From 5:9-16 list the many ways the wife describes her husband (v10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16)? How do you think this relates to the previous episode in 5:2-8? 
	She described her husband as “dazzling and ruddy”, outstanding among ten thousand. He stood out to her above all others. Every picture she used brought deep feelings of pleasure to her – golden hands, hair as tasty as clusters of dates, black as ravens, eyes soft as peaceful doves, cheeks as attractive as perfume, lips as soft and sweet as lilies and liquid myrrh, hands like rods of pure gold, an abdomen that was like carved ivory, legs as strong as pillars of alabaster, set on pedestals of pure gold (maybe his lower legs were tanned), and his over all appearance was as tall and stately as the cedars of Lebanon. His mouth was full of sweetness, and he was wholly desirable to him. After not letting him in she began to think about how much she loved him, and began to think about all the things about him that excited him. Absence (and guilt sometimes) does make the heart grow fonder. Apply: 
After a conflict it is good to remember all the reasons we were attracted to our mate in the first place (we may have to write this down) and what we appreciate about them. We must remember they are not perfect and that our resentments often relate to our false expectations or false assumptions as much as to their errors. Thinking about our initial attraction to them and all the things we do appreciate about them helps us to “give them a break” when it comes to things they do they we don’t like.

	3. In 6:1-3 what did the wife decide about where her husband had been (v1-2)? What conclusion had she come to about their relationship (v3)? 
	The wife realized that her husband had done down to pasture his flocks. But she also believed that while he was there that he would gather lilies, too, to bring back to her. She had come to the conclusion that he still loved her, and that the earlier episode had been entirely her fault. She knew that she was her beloved’s and that her beloved was mine – there was no doubt that they were exclusively committed to each other. Apply: It is good for us to consider other possibilities about why our spouse acted the way they did. It is easy to take it personally when our expectations are not met, but sometimes it has nothing at all to do with us. It may something that came up, it may be an uncontrollable emergency that occurred, or it may just be their own dysfunction. Regardless, it is probably not personally directed; so instead of just reacting with sullenness the best thing to do is to give the other person the benefit of the doubt and actually talk about it honestly after it has occurred. 

	4. From 6:4-10 and 6:13-7:6 name the many ways that Solomon describes his wife. Which of these are new descriptions compared to 4:1-7? What does this imply?  
	Solomon again uses pictures that were meaningful to him to describe his wife. He was enamored with the armies of Jerusalem in their colors and when he thought of her the same feeling was aroused. Her eyes mesmerized him, her hair reminded him of a flock of goats descending down the side of a mountain when viewed from a distance, and her teeth were like freshly shorn and washed ewes, all with their partners (no teeth missing). Her temples were orange tinted and luscious, like a slice of pomegranate, and she, too, was unique among the many maidens of Solomon’s. She was pure and awesome in his (and others’) sight. She was attractive enough to cause stares (the dance of the two companies – Manahaim, meaning two – must have been a cause for gawking), her feet were beautiful in sandals, the curves of her hips were as sculpted as jewels, her navel was beautifully round to Solomon, her belly was attractively golden like wheat, her breasts were as soft and gentle as two fawns, he neck was as strong as a tower of ivory, her eyes deep like the pools of Heshbon, her nose was as stately as the tower of Lebanon, her head was her crowning beauty, like the way Mt Carmel rose above the other mountains on the horizon, and she was beautiful, delightful and charming. Most of the descriptions of the parts of the body that which can be seen with clothes on are about the same, but those that have to have the clothes off to be observed are new – like the belly, the navel, and the hips. This implies that as husband and wife they have now seen each other undressed in the intimate setting of expressing their physical love. Apply: Again, it is important to consider the ways that we are attracted to our mate and to communicate this to them. When we allow our hearts (it is a personal choice to dwell on this and to open that doorway) to consider this we often find our love growing. 

	5. Using 6:11-12 where had the husband apparently been before he came home that night (described in 5:2-8)? How does this illuminate the process that led to the first conflict in 5:2-8? 
	It is very possible that this passage offers an explanation of where Solomon had been the night he came home late. If this is the reference then Solomon had gone down to look at his orchard of pomegranates and grapevines to see how things were growing, when suddenly he was called away to his royal duties. The words, “my soul set me over the chariots” (NAS), are also translated, “my desire set me among the royal chariots” (NIV). Either of these could work with the understanding that Solomon was at work on one thing when he had to go and work on royal matters. If this was indeed what happened it would possibly explain why his wife was so unwilling to get up and let him in. It doesn’t follow the context of chapter 6, but it does make a lot of sense with the larger context (chapters 5-6). Apply: This shows that sometimes there is a good explanation of why a person has acted in ways that we were not expecting – ways that we can excuse satisfactorily. 

	6. In 7:7-13 what indicates that the couple has resolved their conflict (v6-9, 10-13)? 


	Apparently Solomon and his wife once again expressed physical love to one another (v6-9), which would indicate that they had resolved their conflict. Furthermore, they had emotionally connected again, since they desired to go out to the country together and spend the night in the outlying villages. They wanted to go out to Solomon’s orchards and vineyards to inspect them together, and then to express physical love there in the country. She had given herself to him and his desire was for her (v10). Apply: When the conflict is over it is time to work on expressing our love to each other anew. In fact this is a great time to do it, although everyone’s feelings don’t heal at the same rate. However, sometimes mates want to punish the other person just because they can. Playing games like this should not be part of marriage. 

	III. Reawakening and Reflection     (8:1-14)
	Key Idea: When love is reawakened it is good to reflect on the great value it has for us. 

	7. According to 8:1-5 what is the desire of the wife now (v1-2, 3) and with what attitude does she express this (v4)? What is her husband’s part in this awakening (v5)? Apply.
	The wife wanted to be able to express her love to Solomon all the time without any public embarrassment, just as she would a brother that she hugged or embraced. She wanted to be held by him, too, but was willing to wait for her husband to be able to reciprocate. This is an important attitude before marriage, as discussed, but also important within marriage. As husbands and wives we must be willing to wait on the right time to experience physical love, and not just try to coerce it whenever we feel like it. Paul says in 1 Cor 7 that we might even abstain for a season for spiritual reasons (like a fast), but to come together as soon as is feasible so that Satan won’t have an easy point of temptation. The husband’s part in this awakening process is to express the enduring nature of their love and his willingness to be the initiator in the relationship (he awakened her and loved her for who she was since birth). Apply: Once a conflict has been resolved it is good to remember that love is a voluntary thing, and even though we are ready to express it, it is good to wait for the other person to reciprocate only when they are ready. On the other hand although waiting for a free response is part of genuine love that doesn’t mean that gentle advances shouldn’t be made or wishes made known. Someone has to take the first step. 

	8. Read 8:6-7. Identify and explain the characteristics or effects of love in these verses. How can this be applied to our relationship with God? 
	When someone truly loves another they want the other person to feel secure – that’s why Solomon told her to place him like a seal over her heart. Beyond providing security, love is also as strong as death – it overcomes everything, and its jealousy, or desire to possess, is stronger than Sheol, the abode of the dead (the grave). The flashes of true love are as powerful as fire and they come from the Lord; even a flood of waters cannot quench this fire and nothing even comes close to its value. In summation it provides security, will overcome everything to be with the object of love, and will not allow itself to be extinguished because nothing is as valuable as true love. This is the way God loves us – He wants us to feel secure in His love, nothing will quench His love for us, nothing will keep Him from us, and His love for us is of the highest value. This compares with Rom 8:31-39, where the description of God’s love for us is underwritten by the ultimate sacrifice He made for that love – He spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all. We should certainly reciprocate this love as much as possible (possible only in His strength). Apply: We must recognize the security, strength and value that true love offers, and seek that above all else. God created us to desire this kind of relationship above all else, whether in our marriages, families, friendships, or relationship with God. We must settle for nothing less than this. 

	9. Based on 8:8-9 what do the sister’s brothers pledge to do for her if she is a “wall” (v9)? What if she is a “door” (v9)? What is the lesson here?
	The brothers of Solomon’s wife’s little sister promise to make sure she keeps herself pure until she is married by reinforcing her wall with silver battlements; but if she tends to be an open door to men they will barricade her. One way or the other they resolve to help her stay pure until marriage. This shows that purity is not merely an individual matter; the community of believers lends strength to this commitment. Apply: We must encourage purity and do our part to protect it in our family or in the community of believers. This may be done as we unashamedly set it up as a standard and as we look out for and defend against potential breaches of this wall by certain romantic interests. It is also important to realize that some have walls that can be breached, while others are doors that open up to all. Either way purity must be protected.  

	10. Looking at 8:10-14 how does Solomon’s bride demonstrate good boundaries (v10, 11-12)? In what did this result (v10, 13-14)? 
	Solomon’s bride remained a wall while she was unmarried, and even when she found favor in his eyes she still retained authority over her vineyard (body). Solomon paid others to bring him fruit from his actual vineyards, but she only gave her vineyard (body) to Solomon when they were married. She didn’t allow his money or fame to lead her down the path of impurity. These actions didn’t diminish Solomon’s desire for her; rather she brought him peace (v10) and confidently invited him to come and be with her (v14), in response to his invitation to hear her voice (v13). Apply: In the end couples that save themselves for their mates in marriage have greater self-respect than those who don’t. Unfortunately that doesn’t happen very often nowadays, but it is not only a biblical standard, but a practical advantage in a marriage relationship. Those who have been pure most often trust one another more than those who have engaged in premarital sex, which builds a better foundation for love. 

	11. Think about the beginning and ongoing aspects of love. What is the same and what is different? Name some things we must be willing to do for true love to keep growing.  
	Love before and in marriage must not be coerced, but freely given. Having said that, the husband has a part to play in this; he is to initiate the love, and the wife is to respond when the time is right. In marriage both husbands and wives are to enjoy the romantic and physical expressions of love without shame, but they are still to respect each other’s boundaries and be sensitive to each other’s daily responsibilities. True love grows with communication, romantic and physical expressions of love, with purity, and with a long-term commitment. All of this is obviously must more easily accomplished with dependence on God since love is in essence unselfish. Apply: We must understand that love goes through different stages, and at each stage there are things to celebrate and things to overcome. The main thing to realize is that true love is a commitment that will overcome any obstacle if it continues to develop and grow. Its development is a choice that must be made daily by every couple, because selfishness is ready to destroy a relationship at every turn. We must cultivate our love for our spouse by expressing it regularly in every way possible. For those who don’t have marriage like this, whichever one understands the sacrifices required must be willing to take the first step – even if it is merely an act of faith. God does some amazing things when someone is willing to be obedient to His principles. 


