Genesis 3-5 Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: Even when mankind surprisingly rebelled against God’s perfect provision, He still graciously offered a way back into fellowship with Him.
	I. A Surprising Choice (3:1-24)
	Key Idea: In spite of man’s perfect environment and God’s complete provision he rebelled against Him and fell into sin.

	1. Read Genesis 3:1-7. What deceptions did the serpent use to tempt Eve (v1, 4, 5) and how did she wrongly respond (v2-3, 6)? What were the first results and why (v7)? 
	The serpent (aka Satan, Rev 12:9) deceived Eve first by perverting God’s words, saying that He had told them not to eat from any tree in the garden. As Eve said, though, God had told them could eat from any tree in the garden – except one, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. At this point Eve wrongly added to God’s words, saying that they were not to eat of it or touch it either; if they did they would die. This was not a bad idea because if you didn’t touch it you certainly couldn’t eat it. But Satan was apparently trying to make God look “mean” by telling them “no”, a path he took them down further in the next deception. In this one he said that God was withholding the fruit from them because He didn’t want them to be like Him, knowing good and evil. He was trying to make God look like an attention-grabbing controller who didn’t want the best for His creation. Satan also contradicted God directly by saying they would not surely die, mocking God’s words from 2:17. At this point the woman began to consider the qualities of the fruit which in point of fact were good for food and pleasing to the eyes (see 2:9); however, they were not desirable to make one wise (which is actually following the good that God lays before us), but only promised the knowledge of good and evil. It was better for Adam and Eve to rely on God to direct their steps rather than gaining the knowledge of good and evil and deciding which path they would follow. Sadly, when they chose to eat of the forbidden fruit their eyes were opened and they realized that they had committed evil. Since they were no longer covered by God’s clothing of light because of their sin they realized that they were naked, so they sewed fig leaves together and made loin coverings for themselves. 

	2. Using 3:8-13 how did sin change man’s relationship with God (v8, 10) and what did God do about it (v9, 11, 13)? What was man’s basic reaction (v12, 13)? Why did they take this approach?
	Since creation man had enjoyed a close fellowship with God, but when they sinned they found themselves afraid of Him so they hid. They realized they could not stand before God unclothed because their shame was apparent. God approached this issue directly, not by pointing out their problem but by asking them to admit what they had done. The fact that God even dealt with this issue was an act of grace because He would have been justified to simply abandon them or destroy them. However, once confronted with their sin they shifted the blame – the man blaming his sin on the woman and on God who gave him the woman and the woman blaming her sin on the serpent. This is man’s fallen nature, to refuse to take responsibility for his actions and choices and to blame someone or something else. 

	3. In 3:14-21 describe the individual results of “the fall” (sin) for the serpent (v14-15), the woman (v15-16), and the man (v16-19). How did grace show itself (v15b, 20, 21)? 
	The serpent, which was apparently an animal that stood upright in the beginning, was cursed to travel on its belly as a snake the rest of its existence. Because it was a cunning animal Satan used it tempt Eve; it probably didn’t talk but was only Satan’s mouthpiece. God also promised to put enmity between the serpent and the woman – man still hates snakes as a general rule – and between the seed (offspring) of the snake and the seed of the woman. This means that the nature between snakes and people is that of enmity. But there is a deeper reference here, that the ultimate seed of the woman, Jesus, would be enemies with the ultimate seed of the spiritual snake, Satan. The outcome of this enmity is spelled out in v15b – that the seed of Satan would bruise the seed of woman on the heel, presumably fulfilled in the crucifixion of Jesus. However, Jesus, the seed of woman would crush the head of His spiritual enemy, Satan. This is what occurred when He died for our sins and was resurrected for our right standing with God – at that time Jesus triumphed over His enemies and nullified Satan’s ultimate power. The fall had other results for the woman, too. Childbirth, which had been created to be a wonderful thing, would now be filled with pain as well. Furthermore, the woman’s desire to be a helper and support for her husband would be supplanted by a desire to rule over him – but instead he would rule over her. This interpretation is based on the same usage of desire in Gen 4:7 where it says of Cain that sin is crouching at the door and its desire is for you. This has also been interpreted as the woman’s desire being to serve her husband in spite of the pain of childbirth. The problem with that is that the next word is “but” he will rule over you (although some versions translate “but” as “and”). The immediate context favors the first interpretation. The results of the fall for man was pain in his work, although God originally designed it to be a satisfying and meaningful activity (Gen 2:15). In spite of these consequences God still showed grace; the first of Jesus’ crushing of Satan’s head is in 3:15. He also showed grace to them by clothing them with animal skins which obviously required the shedding of blood. This is the first occurrence of blood sacrifice for the covering sin and sets the stage of the type of sacrifices that God desires in Gen 4. Finally, God drove man out of the garden to keep him from eating of the tree of life and living forever in his sins. God had a better plan – for man to live forever in righteousness through the blood of Christ. Adam showed grace to his wife by naming her Eve which means “living” – illustrating a belief that God would continue to provide offspring for them as He promised in a veiled way through the curse of pain through childbearing. 

	4. From Gen 3:22-24 what did God affirm (v22) and from what did He protect man (v22, 24)? What two things did man have to leave behind (v23, 24) and why is this significant? 
	God affirmed that man had indeed become like “one of us” (the Trinity is in view here as God communed with Himself) in that having eaten of the fruit he now had the knowledge of good and evil, just like God. Man, in his fallen form, could also have eaten from the tree of life; so God, to protect them, cast them out of the garden and barred the way from returning with flaming cherubim. Whether this indicates that the garden is still present and somehow veiled to human eyes is uncertain; what is certain is that God was protecting them from an eternal punishment without the possibility of redemption. They not only left the garden behind, but they also left the tree of life behind. The significance of this is that no one can simply gain the way to eternal life on their own – it is only through Jesus Christ that we may eat the fruit of this tree. 

	II. A Sad Aftermath (4:1-24)
	Key Idea: Sin will always be punished and lead to a life that is increasingly independent of God. 

	5. Based on 4:1-8 how did Cain and Abel differ (v1-2) and why did God accept one offering and not the other (v3-5, 7)? How did Cain respond (v5-6, 8) and why (v7)? Apply. 
	Cain, Adam and Eve’s firstborn, was a tiller of the ground (farmer) and Abel was a keeper of the flocks (shepherd). Both brought to God their offerings, presumably as an act of worship, and God accepted Abel’s offering, which consisted of the firstlings (first-borns) of the flock and fat portions, but not Cain’s, which was the fruit of the ground. Based on God’s challenge to Cain later that “if you do well your countenance will be lifted up” the two of them must have known that God desired a blood sacrifice rather than a grain offering. Another possibility is that Cain brought the fruit of his labor (a sacrifice of works) while Abel brought a sacrifice from his flock (a sacrifice of blood) that he merely tended. Since God had killed animals to make garments of skin for their parents to cover the shame of their nakedness the first option is probably the best. Either way the emphasis seems to be on the fact that Abel brought the best of what he had, not just something common like Cain. When God did not accept Cain’s offering he became angry and his countenance fell; then, even though God gave him a second chance to get it right he refused. This led to the inconceivable act of the murder (1 John 3:12 implies that Cain slaughtered Abel like an animal would be slaughtered – maybe an act of insolence to make Abel the blood sacrifice). The reason that Cain acted as he did was his refusal to repent – he allowed sin, which was crouching at the door desiring to consume him, to enter in. When it did instead of Cain mastering his sin, sin mastered him and he capitulated to its temptation to murder. Even though God tried to draw Cain out, Cain refused to honor his brotherly relationship to Abel and followed his independent sinful desires. This shows us that we can avoid sin – we don’t have to give in to it; but if we entertain the idea instead of repenting we will be mastered by it. 

	6.  Using 4:9-15 how did God confront Cain (v9, 10) and how did he respond (v9)? What was his punishment (v11-12) and reaction (v13-14)? How did God show grace (v15)? 
	God again asked a question to get Cain to admit his sin, but he refused. When this happened God clearly stated what he had done, shedding his brother’s blood and defiling the ground upon which his blood was poured out. He then punished him by driving him from the ground that he tilled and cursing it so that it would no longer yield its fruit or strength to him. God further promised that Cain would become a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth because of this. He would be unable to settle down. This devastated Cain; this eliminated what Cain knew how to do and he could no longer do it – he was driven from the ground. This not only affected his livelihood but probably his self-esteem as well. He was also afraid of God’s face being hidden from him and of being killed by those with whom he came in contact. When God saw Cain’s reaction He showed him grace, though, by placing a mark on him so that he would be protected and promising sevenfold vengeance on anyone who killed him. No one knows what the mark was but it apparently conveyed to all who saw it the consequences of killing Cain.   

	7. Looking at 4:16-24 what did Cain do next (v16) and what did his descendants do (v17, 19, 20-22)? What was Lamech’s attitude (v23-24) and why is this not surprising?     
	Cain left the presence of God and went and settled in Nod, east of Eden. The building of cities was a violation of God’s will to “fill the earth”, but necessary for those who were vulnerable to the difficult conditions of the earth without God’s protection. To fill the void that came from being apart from God Cain’s descendants developed culture such as making instrumental music, raising flocks, metal-working, and making implements for farming and violence. Furthermore, they strayed from God’s original design for the family by having multiple wives. Lamech, the outcome of Cain’s actions, showed just how far man had fallen. He no longer was content to retaliate, he had to kill for wounding, and kill a boy at that. Not surprisingly, he promised to be more violent than his forefather, which is the way sin always develops – it must have more and more extreme expression to be satisfying. Additionally, it often must be celebrated by others to be enjoyable to the perpetrator – which shows man’s lust for power. Cain’s descendants show what life is like apart from God – it may have its good aspects but overall it is an expression of man’s independence from Him.  

	III. A Second Chance (4:25-5:32)
	Key Idea: God always offers a way for mankind to come back to Him. 

	8. In 4:25-26 who was Adam’s next son (v25) and what was significant about him (v26)? What does this mean to you? 
	Adam’s next son was Seth; unlike Cain’s descendants who grew further away from dependence on God, Seth began a line of descendants who called on God. When we “call on God” instead of trying to make life work on our own we return to the way God intended life to work. In the garden all Adam and Eve had to do was allow God to direct them, but they chose to become independent of Him and make their own decisions. In Seth they began to call on Him again. We do this through prayer and meditation on His Word.

	9. According to 5:1-5 in whose likeness was Adam created (v1) and in whose likeness was Seth (v3)? What does this tell us? How old was Adam when he died (v5)? 
	Adam was made in the likeness of God and Seth was made in the likeness of Adam. This shows that it is the responsibility of each generation to reflect God’s image to the next generation. Even though each generation is more removed from the direct image of God, if the more the previous generation reflects His image the more accurately will the next generation. Adam was 930 at death. 

	10. From 5:6-27 list the descendants of Adam and their ages (v6-8, 9-11, 12-14, 15-17, 18-20, 21-24, 25-27). What was different about Enoch (v22-24) and why (v24)? 
	Adam’s son was Seth, who died at 912. His son, Enosh, was 905. Next was Kenan who was 910, then Mahalalel, who was 895. His son was Jared who lived to be 962, and his son was Enoch who departed the earth at the age of 365. He was different in that it does not say “and he died”, but that he walked with God, and was not because God took him. This means he did not die, but because of his faith (Heb 11:5) God took him on home to be with him. “Walking with God” is an expression of fellowship that hearkens back to the fellowship of Adam and Eve with God in the garden. This is what God intends for His relationship with man. Enoch was the father of the oldest recorded human, Methusaleh, who lived 969 years, then his son, Lamech, lived 777 years; his son was Noah.  

	11. Looking at 5:28-32 what was the hope when Noah was born (v28-29) and what does reveal about life then? At the least how old was Noah when his kids were born (v32)? 
	It was hoped that Noah would give his family rest from their hard labor on the ground which had been cursed by the Lord. Life was not how God had intended it because sin had disrupted it. However, as God always does, He had a way to overcome sin. In this generation Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord and would be the one who would save his generation (although this was only seven of them). Noah was at least five hundred years old when his sons were born. 

	12. Review Gen 3-5. Trace the downward descent of man and the consequences. What were some glimmers of grace (3:15, 21, 22; 4:1, 6-7, 15, 25; 5:24, 29)? 
	Man ate the fruit of the prohibited tree, then one son killed another, then Cain’s descendants increased in violence – so much so that God would have to raise up a leader to save the earth and its inhabitants. The consequences of sin were death, alienation from God, an increasingly painful existence, and attempts to fill the void with many pursuits. God, however, continued to show grace. He promised to ultimately crush the enemy, He clothed the first sinners with skins of animals, covering their sin, barred their way from living forever in their sin, gave them children, sought after their wayward child, protected him even when he deserved nothing, then gave Adam and Eve another son who would lead the way in calling on God. He circumvented death in the case of Enoch, who walked with him, and gave Noah to them who would save the world. God is always looking out for His creation and His people, even though they deserve nothing but punishment. 


