Luke 1:5-80 - Daily Study Questions – You Raise Me Up
The Big Idea: God’s plan will be carried out by those behind the scenes as well as by those up front. 
	I. The Parents of John (1:5-25)
	Key Idea: When we simply obey God we put ourselves in a place to make a major impact on the world. 

	1. Read Luke 1:5-7. Describe Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth. What things might be considered good (v5, 6) and what might be considered bad (v7) in their lives? 
	Zacharias and his wife, Elizabeth, were both from priestly tribes, both were considered righteous in God’s eyes (people of faith like Abraham), and both walked blamelessly in God’s commandments and requirements. While these were all good things, the fact that they were barren and advanced in years had to be considered bad by them. Those who were barren in those days were considered to be recipients of God’s judgment because of some sin. Thus, they were looked down on by many. 

	2. Looking at Luke 1:8-17 list some things about this experience that show God’s involvement (v9, 11, 13). What was Zacharias’ part in this great blessing (v8, 12-13)?  
	First, the fact that Zacharias had been chosen by lot to minister before the Lord at the altar of incense showed God’s sovereign direction. There were twenty-four priestly divisions, and each division would serve for a week each year, and choose one priest by lot to serve at the altar during these times. Typically a priest would only do this once in a lifetime. Another evidence of God’s involvement occurred as Zacharias was serving at the altar. An angel appeared to him and informed him that his petition before God had been heard. Every Jewish priest would pray for the salvation of Israel, and probably for the Messiah to come soon to accomplish this. But Zacharias more than likely also prayed for a son and God promised this as well through the angel. He was to name him, John, meaning “Yahweh has shown grace”. Zacharias’ part in this great blessing was first his obedience in serving as a priest, and secondly to name him John when he was born. When we are simply obedient we put ourselves in the path of God’s blessing. 

	3. Using 1:15-17 what would the ministry of his son, John, be (v16, 17) and what would qualify him for this ministry (v15, 17)? How would people react to his birth (v14)? 
	John’s ministry would be to turn the sons of Israel back to the Lord, turning the hearts of the fathers to the children and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous. Thus, he would make ready a people who would be prepared for the entrance of the Lord into this world (Is 40). He would be qualified for this ministry because instead of drinking wine or liquor, he would be filled with the Holy Spirit while he was still in his mother’s womb. This would enable him to be empowered by the spirit of Elijah, the prototypical prophet, who also was filled with the Spirit as he prophesied. This would allow him to fulfill the prophecy of Mal 4:4-6 which said that Elijah would come before the Day of the Lord. John would be that Elijah as he ministered in a similar style as the Old Testament Elijah had done. Zacharias was also informed that many would rejoice at John’s birth and he and Elizabeth would be filled with joy and gladness. 

	4. In Luke 1:18-25 compare Zacharias’ (v18) and Elizabeth’s (v24-25) response. What was the result of each response (v19-22, 24)? How can we apply this? 
	Zacharias’ response was one of unbelief; he couldn’t understand how he and has wife, as old as they were, could have a child at all, not to mention a child such as this. Because of that the angel told him he would be silent until John was born even though the angel had brought him such wonderful news. His silence in turn caused the people to realize he must have seen a vision, which probably heightened their sense of expectation about what God was doing. Elizabeth’s reaction was simply to keep to herself, but she also praised God for dealing so graciously with her and by taking away her disgrace over not having a child. She apparently had more faith than her husband did because she was not reprimanded at all. The application is to simply believe God instead of looking at logic or probabilities. When we doubt God will often still carry out His purpose but we won’t have the joy of praising God. 

	II. The Point of John (1:26-56)
	Key Idea: John’s life was actually not about him, but about Jesus - just as it should be for all of us. 

	5. Read 1:26-38. What qualified Mary to be the mother of Jesus (v27, 28, 30, 35) and how would this occur (v31, 35)? How is she a good example for us (v29, 34, 38)? 
	Mary was qualified to be the mother of Jesus because she was a virgin and because she was humble and submissive to God. However, she was certainly not the only woman who was like this in her day, so the main qualification was that she was shown favor by God. It was only because the Holy Spirit would come upon her that her child would be called the Son of God. She would not have relations with a man, but the Spirit of God would overshadow her and miraculously and divinely impregnate her. She is a good example for us because even though she didn’t understand how the process would work because she was a virgin, when it was explained she immediately accepted her place as a bond-servant of God and submitted to the will of God. This shows that Zacharias’ question was related more to his unbelief than to his lack of understanding. We should follow Mary’s example of accepting God’s word even when we don’t understand it, trusting that God will accomplish His will and that it will be good. 

	6. Based on 1:32-33 describe the nature and work of Mary’s son, Jesus. 
	Jesus, derived from Jeshua, “the Lord is salvation”, would be her son’s name. He would be great, called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord would give Him the throne of His father, David. He would reign over the house of Jacob (Israel) forever and His kingdom would never end. Furthermore, He would be called the Son of God. In summary, He would be the long-awaited Messiah of Israel and God Himself. 

	7. Using 1:39-56 how did Elizabeth respond to Mary’s arrival (v39-41, 42-45) and how did she react (v45-47)? What are the themes of Mary’s song (v48, 49-50, 51-52, 53-54, 55)? 
	When Mary heard that Elizabeth was six months pregnant she quickly went to see her. When she entered the baby in Elizabeth’s womb (John) leapt and, being filled with the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth cried out. She proclaimed Mary “blessed among women” and the fruit of her womb (Jesus) as blessed. She also declared that she was the “mother of my Lord” and told her that the baby in her womb leapt for joy when she entered the room. She also expressed blessing over Mary because she had believed that God would fulfill what He had told her through the angel. This confirmed to Mary that she indeed was to be the mother of the Messiah. Her song, known as “The Magnificat” had a couple of themes. One was that God exalts the lowly and humbles the proud, filling the hungry with good things and sending the rich away empty handed. Another was the greatness of God – He is Savior, the Mighty One, holy, merciful, powerful, and faithful to His Word. 

	III. The Prophecies about John (1:57-80)
	Key Idea: The prophecies about John show us that God has a plan for every life that, if obeyed, will lead to His glory. 

	8. From 1:57-66 what was the effect of John’s birth (v57-58) and what surprising thing occurred (v59-63)? What were the results of Zacharias’ and Elizabeth’s obedience (v64-66)?
	The effect of John’s birth was rejoicing over the mercy that God had shown towards Elizabeth. They were surprised, though, that Zacharias named him “John” since none of his relatives had that name. However, when they questioned him and he confirmed “John” as his name his tongue was immediately loosed and he was able to talk again. This, in turn, caused an awe to fall everyone in that area – the news spread throughout the entire country - because they wondered who the child would turn out to be. Thus, the obedience of Zacharias and Elizabeth began to prepare people’s hearts for the ministry of John and the coming of Jesus. 

	9. In 1:67-79 what is the theme of Zacharias’ song (v68)? How does he describe God and His work (v68, 69, 70-71, 72-74, 78-79) and John and his work (v76-77)? Who actually wrote this song (v67)? 
	The theme of Zacharias’ song was the redemption of Israel that God had accomplished by bringing about the birth of John. He described God as one who had “visited” Israel to raise up a “horn of salvation” (a military symbol) in the house of David (messianic implications). He had foretold this salvation and had promised to show mercy to their fathers by remembering His covenant with them, which included the restoration of Israel. This would allow the true believers in Israel to serve the Lord without fear in righteousness and holiness all their days. John would be the one to go before the Lord as the prophet of the Most High. He would prepare His ways by giving the people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. This would be a result of the tender mercy of God who would allow the “Sunrise from on high” to visit them. In other words, it would be the dawning of a new day with light for all who were in darkness. They would also be guided into the way of peace because of the appearance of Jesus. Since the Holy Spirit filled Zacharias as he spoke this song, it was actually God Himself who wrote this song. 

	10. According to 1:80 how was John prepared for his ministry (v80)? Why was this important? 
	John was prepared for this ministry by his continual growth both physically and spiritually. He became strong as he lived a solitary life in the wilderness, much like Elijah. This was important because he spent his time growing by being directly equipped by the Lord, rather than by the corrupt religious establishment of the day. 

	11. Looking back on Luke 1:5-80 describe the role of John’s parents, Mary, and John himself in preparing the way of the Messiah. Compared to them, what is our role today?  
	John’s parents were instrumental in bringing John into the world, by being obedient to the call on John’s life they were given, and by naming him, “John”. Mary was instrumental in faithfully submitting to the will of God and praising God for the opportunity to have her life disrupted to the glory of God. John himself was important by allowing himself to be equipped for the unique role of preparing the people to whom the Messiah would come. He would call them to salvation through the forgiveness of sins, so his primary message would be repentance. Our role, in comparison, is to also be obedient to whatever God tells us. When we do that we will not necessarily make a huge impact directly, but indirectly God will use us to change the world for His kingdom. 


