Matt 28, Lu 24, Jn 20-21, Acts 1 - Daily Study Questions – “And So On and So On”

The Big Idea: Jesus left His mission of redeeming the world to us through the process of making disciples who would in turn make disciple-making disciples. 
	I. Comforting Doubting Disciples (Lu 24:33-43; Jn 20-21:14)
	Key Idea: Jesus patiently leads us into faith in spite of our honest doubts. 

	1. Read Luke 24:33-43.What was reported (v34-35) and what occurred (v36)? How did they react (v37) and how did Jesus respond (v38-39)? What was the result and what did Jesus do next (v41-42)?
	It was reported that the Lord really had risen and had appeared to Simon. The two disciples that had walked with Jesus on the road to Emmaus also told of their experience of suddenly recognizing Jesus when He broke bread with them. As they were talking together about these things the Lord suddenly appeared in the midst of them. They were startled and frightened because they thought that they were seeing a spirit. Jesus was not impatient with them, though, because He understood human nature. He did, however, ask them why they were troubled and had doubts; as soon as He did, though, He showed them His hands and His feet and offered for them to touch Him so they could see He was physically real. Then, He asked for something to eat and ate a piece of broiled fish in front of them. Obviously Jesus was more than a spirit since He had a physical body and ate food, but He was also had a different type of body since He could suddenly appear or pass through walls. He was alive in His glorified body, showing us that we will not just be spirits in heaven, but we will certainly be more than just physical beings. 

	2. From John 20:19-23 what else did Jesus say and do (v19), and how did they respond (v20)? What was His instruction (v21), what did He symbolically do (v22), and what authority did He give (v23)? Explain.
	In John the same encounter is probably reported with some other details. The disciples were gathered in the room in hiding because of their fear of the Jews. When Jesus appeared He said to them “Peace with you” to comfort them, then showed them His hands and side, causing them to rejoice. He then repeated “Peace with you” and told them that as the Father had sent Him, so He was sending them into the world for the sake of His name. He then symbolically breathed on them and said “Receive the Holy Spirit”. This would not occur until Pentecost, so Jesus was directing the disciples to receive the Holy Spirit when that time came. He also told them that they would have authority to forgive or retain sins, in the sense that they would discern the sincerity of those who professed Christ and validate their experience. This didn’t mean that they had the ability to save someone, just that they wouldn’t put their “stamp of approval” on their testimony just because they claimed to be saved. They had to demonstrate their new life, just as we expect a person who wants to be baptized to actually demonstrate the fruits of salvation. The apostles had this authority, and we derive that authority from them in the local church. This works in conjunction with the Spirit who guides us with His discernment.

	3. Using John 20:24-29 how did Thomas react to this story (v24-25) and how did Jesus respond (v26-27)? Apply. What was the result (v28) and what blessing did Jesus give (v29)? 
	When Thomas heard that Jesus had appeared to the other disciples he refused to believe it unless he personally put his finger into His side and into the imprint of the nails in His hands. This was a double doubt – he doubted his fellow disciples and doubted the word of the Lord that He would rise again. Since this doubt made no sense it probably came from his fear of disappointment. This shows that we make the choice to believe or not believe based on our own issues, not just based on the evidence. When Jesus heard that Thomas had reacted that way He appeared again and invited him to reach his finger into His side and hands and told him to be not unbelieving, but believing. Jesus affirmed as well that belief is a choice based on whether we want to believe or not. Thomas’ response was “My Lord and My God”, to which Jesus replied that he had believed because he has seen Him. However, those who have believed without seeing Jesus physically are truly blessed; this applies to us. 

	4. In John 21:1-14 what were the disciples doing and with what results (v2-3)? How did Jesus reveal Himself (v1, 4-6, 11) and how did they respond (v7-8)? What happened next (v9-14)? Why was this significant? 
	The disciples had gone fishing on the Sea of Tiberius (Sea of Galilee) while they were in their waiting mode. They had fished all night, but caught nothing, somewhat unusual for professional fishermen. As the day dawned Jesus was standing on the seashore, although the disciples didn’t know it was Him. He said to them, “Children, you do not have any fish do you?” When they said, “No”, He told them to cast their net on the other side of the boat and they would find fish. When they did this they could not haul in the net because it was so full – it contained 153 large fish, a detail that validated the authenticity of this story (v11). Through this miracle Jesus revealed Himself to John first, who then told Peter; he immediately put on his tunic and “threw” himself into the sea, in one of his typical impulsive reactions. The other disciples came ashore in a boat dragging the net from about a hundred yards away. When they disembarked they saw a charcoal fire burning with fish on it (Jesus had already caught a few Himself), along with bread. He asked them to bring some of the fish that they had caught to put with His, and invited them to have breakfast with Him. He then shared breakfast with them, showing His continuing love for them, a reality that will be explored in depth in the following conversation with Peter. This also confirmed again that Jesus was truly physical, since He ate with them, but was also in a different type of body that could suddenly appear or remain concealed. 

	II. Commissioning Disciples (Matt 28:16-20; Lu 24:50-53Jn 21:15-29)
	Key Idea: Before Jesus left He gave His disciples the command and authority to make disciples in His name. 

	5. Read John 21:15-17. What were Jesus’ 3 questions, Peter’s 3 answers, and Jesus’ 3 instructions? What was Jesus’ point and the application for us?
	Jesus asked Peter twice if he “loved” Him more than these, probably referring to the fish. Two things about this are interesting; first, the word “love” here is “agapao”, which means total commitment, unconditional love, in contrast to “phileo” love which Jesus uses the third time. This word means friendship love, love which is more akin to liking someone rather than being unconditionally committed to them The second aspect that is interesting is that Jesus is identifying Peter’s motive in fishing – to return to his former occupation and way of life since he had denied Jesus. He probably felt unworthy and unaccepted by Jesus because of his abandonment of His Lord, and decided that all he was “cut out” for was to be a fisherman. Each time Peter told Jesus that he “liked (phileo)” Him, but didn’t say he “loved (agapao)” Him. This was true because he wasn’t unconditionally committed to Jesus yet, although he was moving in that direction. The third time Jesus challenged Peter’s friendship love for Jesus, by asking him if he really even “liked” Him. Each time Peter was grieved by Jesus’ question, but Jesus re-commissioned three times him with a different instruction. The number three is significant because Peter denied Him three times. Jesus’ first instruction was for Peter to tend – nourish or feed - His lambs, the second was to shepherd – oversee – His sheep, or sheepfold, and the third was to tend or nourish His sheep. Peter would do all of these things – he would feed the baby lambs and feed the mature lambs (Acts’ sermons and 1 & 2 Peter) and he would oversee the sheepfold as the first leading apostle of the early church. There are many applications for us from this passage. Jesus’ point is that we must do more than just “like” Him; we must unconditionally love Him, even when we encounter suffering and persecution. Furthermore, this love will take the form of specific ministry to others; it is not just about our “feeling” of love, it relates to the actions of love of nurturing and overseeing the lambs and sheep in our lives. We must lay down our lives to accomplish this, just as Jesus did. 

	6. According to John 21:18-23 what did Jesus tell Peter about the end of his life and how to respond (v18-19)? What did Peter ask (v20-21) and how did Jesus’ reply (v22)? What rumor did this start (v23)? 
	Jesus told Peter that he would die as a martyr – his hands would be stretched out, he would be bound, and would be taken to his death. This would have been understood as a crucifixion, and early church tradition says that Peter was crucified upside down on a cross. This would be the death by which he would glorify God; this was especially significant since earlier he had denied the Lord. Later, though, he would willingly die for His Lord, which would be vindication of his persevering faith in Him. Having said this Jesus told Peter to follow Him, but Peter, turning around and looking at John, asked Jesus what his future would be. Jesus said that even if He wanted John to remain until He returned what difference did it make to Peter; he should simply follow Him without being concerned of Jesus’ call on others’ lives. Jesus’ statement started the rumor that John would not die, but this wasn’t what Jesus had said. 

	7. Using Matthew 28:16-20 what did Jesus declare (v18) and what basic command did He give (v19)? What are the three parts of discipleship (v19, 20)? 
	Jesus declared that “all” authority had now been given to Him in heaven and earth – since He had defeated Satan at the cross his authority had been stripped – and He commanded that His disciples make other disciples. They were to do this “as they went”, which is the actual meaning of “go”. It is in a participial form which could be translated, “as you go”. The point is that we are to make disciples, which means 1) Conversion - they are to be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and baptism always follows true conversion; 2) Discipleship - they are to be taught/trained to observe – obey – all that Jesus commanded the disciples; and 3) Authority - they are to do this in the authority or presence of Jesus who will be with them until the end of the age. We are to disciple converts into Jesus by His authority, and not into our own opinions or way of life. The fact that He will be with the disciples to the “end of the age” applies this verse to us, because the end of the age has not yet come, and we are still here as present day disciples. 

	8. Based on Matt 28:20 Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4-5 what promises did Jesus make to His disciples and how do these relate? What were they to do (Lu 24:49, Acts 1:4)? 
	Jesus promised to be with His disciples until the end of the present age – which we are still in. He also promised to send the “promise of the Father” to them, referring to baptism or immersion in the Holy Spirit who would clothe them with power from on high. The disciples were to wait in Jerusalem for the fulfillment of this promise that would occur in a few days.  

	9.  Read Luke 24:50-53 and Acts 1:8-11. What was Jesus’ last promise (Acts 1:8)? Describe His ascension (Lu 24:50-51; Acts 1:9) and the outcome (Lu 24:52-53, Acts 1:10-11). 
	Jesus’ last promise was that His disciples would be witnesses to Him in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the remotest parts of the earth when the Holy Spirit came upon them in power. He then lifted His hands and blessed them (probably His promise that they would be His witnesses), ascended into the clouds as the disciples watched, and disappeared from their sight. As they beheld this two angels appeared and asked them why they were still looking; Jesus would return to them the same way He had departed – in the clouds. Hearing this, they returned to Jerusalem with great joy and were constantly in the temple praising God. 

	III. Concluding the Story                    (Jn 20:30-31; 21:24-25)
	Key Idea: The point of the gospels is to lead people to life through their belief in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. 

	10. What do John 20:30-31 and 21:24-25 reveal about the recorded story of Jesus (20:30; 21:24, 25) and its purpose (20:31)? Apply. 
	There were many other miraculous signs that Jesus did while on the earth that are not recorded. To emphasize this John stated that there were so many that probably all the books in the world could not contain them. These signs had been recorded for one reason – that everyone who read them would believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that through this belief they would have life in His name. This shows the point for all we do – it is simply about pointing people to Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God so that they would have life. Everything else we do must undergird this process and direct people to it. 

	11. Think back over this study of the life of Jesus. What has impressed you most about Him, and what differences has this made in your life? 
	The life of Jesus is amazing, not only in its miracles, but primarily in its selflessness. That Almighty God would empty Himself of His equality with God, come to earth as a servant and as a man, and then die on a cross is beyond comprehension. That He was brought back to life and seen convincingly by many different people and groups over a period of forty days underscores the reason that we must not only for Him. He is the ultimate reality and the one that makes this life have an enduring purpose. We must follow His example and willingly lay down our lives for Him and His work of making disciples. 


