1 Corinthians 15-16 - Daily Study Questions – A Change is Gonna Come

The Big Idea: Because the resurrection is true all who believe in Christ must live transformed lives of love towards each other and courage in the Lord. 
	I. The Indisputable Message (15:1-34)
	Key Idea: The widespread witness to the death, burial and resurrection of Christ make it an indisputable message. 

	1. Read 1 Cor 15:1-11. What did Paul make known to them (v1) and what were its elements (v3-9)? What was the “proof” of the gospel in them (v2) and Paul (v10-11)? 
	Paul made known to them (again) the gospel that he had preached to them, which, by the way, they had received, and in which they stood. In other words wasn’t something new to them, but that which they not only had heard from him, but had also bought into. It was on the basis of this gospel that they stood and by which they were saved – unless, of course, they had believed in vain. “In vain” means to believe without a basis or good foundation, as in emptily, without content. There had to be a heart change for the belief to be genuine. The “proof” of this would be that they “held fast” (intensive form of “to hold onto”) the word that he had preached (evangelizomai, “evangelized them with”). Paul put himself under the same standard in v10-11 when he said that the grace of God in him (he was the least of the apostles who had persecuted the church) had not proved to be in vain because he, by God’s grace, labored more than the rest of them (the apostles). The gospel itself was composed of 3 elements – first that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures (the sacred Old Testament writings), second that He was buried, and third that He was raised again on the 3rd day according to the Scriptures. The two aspects of this that are usually overlooked are that the burial of Jesus was an important element of the gospel because it meant that He truly died. Also, that the death and resurrection were “according to the Scriptures” is vital because of fulfilled prophecy and because the Jews should have known this about the Messiah. Sadly, they overlooked this and crucified Jesus because of it. The third element, the resurrection, was confirmed by the fact that Cephas (Peter), then the twelve, then five hundred others, most of whom were still alive then, saw Jesus after He was raised. Additionally, James, His half-brother, then all the apostles, and finally Paul himself, all saw Jesus in His post-resurrection body. 

	2. From 15:12-19 what were some saying (v12) and why was this a problem (v12, 13-14, 16)? To what other negative conclusions would this lead (v15, 17, 18, 19)? 
	Some were saying that there would not be a physical resurrection; like the Sadducees of Jesus’ day, they didn’t believe in such “super-natural” things. The problem with that was that if the resurrection weren’t possible then even Christ Himself had not been raised. That would have huge negative conclusions: 1) our preaching would be in vain (empty, devoid of value) because it was based on the foundation of the resurrection. Similarly, 2) our faith would be in vain (empty) since Christ would still be dead; and 3) the apostles would be found to be false witnesses against God since He didn’t raise Christ although they said He did. 4) Because our faith would be worthless without the resurrection we would also still be in our sins because the resurrection was God’s “stamp of approval” on the sacrifice of Christ for our sins. Finally, 5) without the resurrection we have all perished eternally because there is neither a sacrifice for our sins and because resurrection itself does not happen. 

	3. In 15:20-28 what fact is reaffirmed (v20) and what will result (v21-22)? What is the resurrection order (v23) and what comes after this (v24, 26)? How long will Christ reign and why (v25, 27)? What occurs then (v28)? Why (v28)? 
	The fact of Christ’s resurrection was then reaffirmed by Paul; He has been raised and as such is the “first-fruits” of the resurrection of all believers. The first-fruits was the first part of the harvest that signaled faith that the rest of the harvest would come in. Since Christ, as the first-fruits, has been resurrected then all of those who believe in Him will be resurrected, too. The resurrection order, thus, is Christ first, and then at His return all who have believed in Him (are His) will be resurrected. At some point after this (possibly with the thousand year reign of Christ intervening, Rev 20) the “end” will come when Christ hands over the kingdom to His Father when He has abolished all authority and power. This fits well with Rev 20 which says at the end of the millennial kingdom (20:1-6) that Christ will go to battle a last time with Satan and his forces and cast them into the lake of fire forever (Rev 20:7-10). Thus, Christ will have reigned until He put all enemies under His feet. All things will be subject to Christ except, of course, God the Father who put all things under Him. The reason for His reign will be to subject everything else to Himself, allowing Him to turn everything over to the Father so that God may be all in all. This is the order of the Godhead, and order with which all three persons of the Godhead are comfortable. 

	4. Looking at 1 Cor 15:29-34 what were people doing (v29) and the apostles doing (v30-31, 32)? Why were both doing this (v29)? What must be avoided and why (v33-34)?
	In Paul’s day people were getting baptized for the dead but he doesn’t explain to what this refers. More than likely he meant that as Christians were martyred for their faith others were so moved by this testimony that they believed in Jesus and got baptized to take their places. This fits well with the context which refers to the apostles being in constant danger and exposed to death every day for the sake of their testimony. Paul said that he died daily (faced death everyday), an example of which would be that of fighting wild beasts at Ephesus, probably due to persecution. Paul then said that this would be foolish if the dead were not raised; it would be better to eat and drink with no purpose in life since that’s all there was. This was not true, though, but Paul did say that this mindset could be picked up from “bad company”, those who wanted to do such things. Thus, Christians must not live a worldly lifestyle, but rather be sober-minded and stop sinning. To live such a way would be a sin since there were those with no knowledge of God who might think and do the same thing simply because they saw them doing it.

	II. The Intriguing Promise                  (15:35-57)
	Key Idea: Although the process will be mysterious one day all who believe in Jesus will receive a new eternal, glorious bodies. 

	5. Based on 15:35-41 with what process are the dead raised (v35-37)? What kinds of bodies are there (v38-41)? Who determines what the resurrection body will be like (v38)?  
	The question of where the resurrection body comes from is sometimes raised since the dead are dissolved into dust, burned to ashes, or incorporated into the water at sea. Paul says that this overlooks at important observation from nature. When a seed is sown into the ground, it resurfaces in a different form as a plant. The seed is hard and ugly and then “dies” in the ground, but it comes back to life as a plant that is beautiful and fruitful. Every species has the body God has given it, men, beasts, birds, and fish, as well as the stars and planets and moons having their own unique bodies. The point is that God is able to form different bodies suitable to His purpose; He is not constrained by the earthly, pre-resurrection form of a human being when it is time to raise that person from the dead. He will give each a body of His own choosing, and it will be glorious. 

	6. Using 15:42-49 compare our earthly bodies with our resurrection bodies (v42-44, 49). How are the first Adam and the last Adam (Jesus) different (v45, 46, 47)? Who will we be like (v48)? 
	Our earthly, pre-resurrection body will be planted as a corruptible, decaying body, but raised as an incorruptible body. It will be sown in dishonor (because of the curse of sin) but raised in glory (the curse has been lifted). It will be sown in weakness, but be raised in power. It will be sown as an extremely limited natural body, but it will be raised as a spiritual body, thus having few limitations. This will be due to the fact that we were first made in the likeness of our natural father, Adam, who brought death on us all, but we have been remade into the likeness of the second Adam, Jesus, who brought life to all who believe in Him. While there is continuity between the first and second Adam, both being human, there is a radical discontinuity between them since Jesus Christ is from heaven, without sin, while Adam is earth-bound because of his sin. The great news is that just as we have born the image of the earthly Adam, we will also bear the image of the heavenly Adam if we have believed in Him. As 1 John 3:2 says we will be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

	7. Read 15:50-57. Who cannot inherit God’s kingdom (v50)? What will happen to allow this (v51-52, 53-54) and what will the results be (v55-57)? 
	Flesh and blood (mere human beings in the image of the first Adam) cannot inherit God’s kingdom which is made for spiritual beings; the perishable cannot put on the imperishable – the foundation would be wrong. We will, however, not remain imperishable; mysteriously we will all be changed from this mortal state to an immortal state, whether dead or alive. This will occur when the Lord returns at the last trumpet in the “twinkling of an eye” (a split-second). The dead will then be raised with their resurrection bodies and those who are alive will be changed to their resurrection bodies. Then the imperishable and immortal will swallow up the perishable and mortal, thus swallowing up death in victory. Death will not be victorious because its sting, sin, will be stripped of its power, which is the Law. The Law has been fulfilled in Jesus, its demands for perfection having been met and its need for sacrifice having been satisfied. This has all occurred through Jesus Christ who gives the victory, and leads us to say “Thank you God” who conceived the plan of redemption through His Son in eternity past. We will live eternally in this sinless, glorified condition because of Him – praise God!

	III. The Immediate Application (15:58-16:24)
	Key Idea: Because the resurrection is true we should live generously and lovingly towards each other and with courage before the world. 

	8. In 15:58-16:4 because of the resurrection what should be our overall mindset (v58)? What specific application did Paul make (16:1-4—see Gal 2:10, 2 Cor 8:4)? Why? 
	Our mindset must be 1) steadfastness (from a word that means to “sit down”, a settled condition) 2) immovability – to not move away from 3) always abounding (overflowing, more than enough) in the work of the Lord, 4) knowing our toil (from a word that means “beating” as in beating the breast in wailing) is not in vain (meaningless, empty) in the Lord. So, even though serving the Lord is hard work, it is worth it because we are convinced of the hope and certainty of the resurrection. The specific application of this was the setting aside of an offering for the poor saints in Jerusalem to which many of the churches in Achaia and Macedonia (2 Cor 8-9) were contributing. Paul told them to put this money aside on the first day of each week. This confirms that the early church had begun meeting on Sunday, probably due to the fact that many of them still attended synagogue on Saturdays. Paul didn’t want to become a fundraiser when he got there so he wanted them to go ahead and take up the collection as God had prospered each one; they could then set it aside for him when he stopped in Corinth. He would send the offering ahead with someone they chose and, if possible, he would go, too. 

	9. From 16:5-12 what were Paul’s plans and why (v5-9)? What did he instruct regarding Timothy and why (v10-11)? What else did he tell them (v12)? 
	Paul planned to go to them once he left Ephesus after Pentecost, not wanting to forego the open door of effective service there. Then, passing through northern Macedonia he would stay through the winter with them if he could. He didn’t want to just see them briefly, but to remain there for an extended stay. He then instructed them to take care of Timothy when he arrived so that he would have no cause for alarm. He was not to be despised, but to be sent on his way in peace so that he could come to Paul. Even though Timothy apparently didn’t have a very forceful demeanor he was very valuable to Paul in the work of the Lord and he wanted him to be treated with respect. He then told the Corinthians that he had encouraged Apollos greatly to come to them but that it was not his desire at that time – but he would come when he got the opportunity. This is significant considering the division cited at the beginning of the letter; obviously Paul and Apollos got along well and were on the same side. The division was all of the Corinthians doing; the picture of Paul, Timothy and Apollos was one of unity in the work of the Lord. 

	10. Looking at 16:13-24 what 5 things did Paul first command (v13-14)? What did he urge them to do next and why (v15-16, 17-18)? How did he conclude his letter (v19-24)? Describe his personal relationships (v5-24). 
	Paul commanded the Corinthians to 1) be on the alert 2) stand firm in the faith 3) act like men (literally, “play the man” – we might say “man up”) 4) be strong and 5) to let everything be done in love. The first four are actions and mindsets that require courage in the midst of the battle, but they all must be done in love. He then urged them to be in subjection to the household of Stephanas, some of the “older” saints of that area. They had devoted themselves to the ministry so others needed to rank themselves under them in the work. He had just spent time with Stephanas, as well as Fortunatus and Achaius and had rejoiced because of the refreshing that they had brought from them. They were to be acknowledged for this important work. He then let them know that the churches of Asia greeted them, along with Aquila and Prisca (Priscilla) who greeted them heartily in the Lord. In fact, all the brethren with him greeted them, too. They were to all greet one another with a holy kiss. Finally, he let them know that he was writing the closing personally, rather than through a scribe (amanuensis). He closed by telling them that if anyone did not love the Lord he was to be accursed, relating probably to the return of the Lord since he said “Maranatha” which means “O Lord come” in Aramaic. He then ended the way he began by praying that the grace of the Lord be with them, but he added that his love would be with all of them in Christ Jesus. He obviously had a great affection for them and wanted all of those to whom he ministered to share the same affection. Even though he was probably a “type A” personality, love permeated all he did. 

	11 Summarize why the resurrection is indisputable (15:1-34), the intriguing promise it holds for us (15:35-57), and the immediate application for us in everyday life (15:58-16:24).  
	The resurrection is indisputable because the Scriptures prophesied it and the many post-resurrection appearances confirmed it. In addition the willingness of many Christians to die for their faith gave it further credence. The intriguing promise it holds is that we will all receive glorified bodies, barely similar but many times more magnificent than the bodies which will be sown into the ground like seed. These will be permanent bodies because the curse of sin has been lifted by the sacrifice of Christ. The immediate application for us is to be steadfast and immovable, abounding in the work of the Lord, acting in courageous faith and sincere love to one another. Whether it is to give to other believers generously or to simply accept and encourage fellow believers we are to show by our actions that the resurrection is true. Our “toil” in the Lord is worth it because we will live forever with Him in our resurrected, glorified condition. 


