Genesis 1-2 Daily Study Questions – In the Big Inning
The Big Idea: 
	I. Man’s World (1:1-25)
	Key Idea: God created every element of man’s world by His word and it was good. 

	1. Read Genesis 1:1-2. When and what did God create (v1) and what was it like (v2)? How did God immediately relate to His creation (v2) and what does this imply? 
	God created “in the beginning”, which implies that time began when God created; before this was eternity in which time is not reckoned. This, then, is the beginning of the heavens and the earth that God created. At first, though, they were formless and void and darkness was over the face of the deep (the waters). This is not a negative description, just a picture of what God started with, much like taking a lump of clay to mold it into something beautiful. The picture of the Spirit brooding over the waters shows how intimately involved God was with His creative process; we also know that Jesus Himself was the agent of creation according to John 1:3. This opening depiction of creation shows how much God cares about this (His) world. 

	2. Using 1:3-8 what came into existence on days one and two (v3, 6-7) and who named them (v5, 8)? How did God do it (v3, 6) and what did He say was “good” (v4)? 
	Where there was darkness only God spoke and light came into existence; He called it good and separated it from the darkness. He named the light “day” and there was evening and morning (the Jewish way of reckoning time) one day. On the second day God created an expanse between the waters simply by speaking the word and named the expanse heaven. This is our “sky” or atmosphere. The earth below was apparently still covered with water. These verses show that not only has God created light and heaven, He has also named them; both aspects show His sovereignty over the elements of our world. 

	3. In 1:9-19 what was created on days 3 and 4 (v9-10, 11-12, 14, 16) and how did God respond (v12, 18)? How did the plants reproduce (v11-12) and what was the lights’ purpose (v14-16)?
	On day three God first commanded the waters to be gathered into one place so that the dry land would appear. Thus the earth and seas were formed and God said it was good. Then, from the earth vegetation came forth, with both plants and trees containing the seeds for reproduction according to their unique species. God also saw this was good. On the fourth day God created the sun, moon, and stars and placed them in the sky (expanse of heaven) for several purposes. One was to separate the day from the night, with the sun ruling the day and the moon ruling the night. They also gave light on the earth even though light already existed. Furthermore, they were placed there as signs – of God’s handiwork and for navigation, and for indicate seasons as they exert various influences through gravitational pull and heat as the earth tilts on its axis. God made not only that which is close to us (the earth) but all the heavenly bodies. This means we will not discover anything in our explorations of outer space that will change any of our biblical beliefs because the God who revealed the Bible also made the stars.  

	4. From Gen 1:20-25 what animals were created (day 5—v20-21, 22; day 6—v24-25)? How did they come into existence (v20, 24) and multiply (v22)? How did God feel (v21, 25)?  
	On the fifth day sea dwelling animals were created and birds filled the sky simply by God speaking them into existence. God also created the great sea monsters – this could refer to prehistoric fish that really were “monsters” – like the Loch Ness monster. They were all blessed by God and were to reproduce after their kind, multiplying so that they would fill the seas and skies. God assessed this as good. Then, on the first part of day six God created the animals that walked on the land, which included cattle, creeping things (this would include bugs), and the wild beasts of the earth – just by declaring that they come forth from the earth. There is an order to creation – days one and four deal with the lights and heavenly bodies, days two and five deal with the seas and skies and the things that fill them, and days three and six deal with things relating to the earth – the land and its vegetation and the living beings (animals and man) that inhabit this land. These were all to reproduce according to their kind, which is in direct opposition to the theory of evolution which states that the various species evolved from each other. However, this doesn’t imply that things can’t change within their species. As God looked at this He considered it also to be good.

	II. Man’s Work (1:26-2:17)
	Key Idea: Man’s work is to rule over creation, reproduce, fill and subdue the earth, to work to meet his needs, and depend on God. 

	5. Based on 1:26-31 how was man’s creation unique (v26) and what is “God’s image (v27)? What job and blessing was he given (v26, 28, 29-30) and what was God’s evaluation (v31)?
	God was directly involved in man’s creation as the next chapter shows; He didn’t just speak him into existence, but actually made him from the dust of the ground. He was unique primarily because he alone was made in the image of God. This image is both male and female – “man” referring to male and female. Since God is spirit, His image in man must refer to man’s reasoning ability and capacity for an intimate relationship with God – the same image God Himself is. God is three persons and one essence, and has intimacy in His relationship with Himself. Obviously, based on the account in Genesis 1 God has a rational capacity that we know is found similarly in man. Man was given the job to rule over the animals of the earth and to subdue the earth itself. Along with this God blessed man by commissioning him to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth. This would all be necessary for the ability to subdue it – there must be inhabitants of the earth to be able to subdue it. God gave all of the vegetation to man for food, as well as being food for all of the animals. When God looked at all He had made He saw that it was very good. Then His work of creation was complete. 

	6.  According to 2:1-3 when creation was complete what did God do (v2)? What did He do special for day 7 so this would be remembered (v3)? How should we apply this?  
	On the seventh day when all of God’s work was complete, he rested. He was not tired so rest was not for the purpose of regaining His energy; He rested to celebrate His accomplishment, enjoy His new creation, and to feel the satisfaction that came from a job well done. God blessed this day and set it apart (the meaning of sanctified) so that for all time man could stop one day a week to remember that God had brought all of his world into existence. The point of the seventh (sabbath) rest is to be reminded regularly that God is the focal point of our lives and until we orient ourselves towards Him (fear or reverence Him) we will be out of order and unfulfilled. Man must stop one day a week to remember his Creator in a more focused way although we should be involved with this everyday by spending time with Him. As Jesus said, “man was not made for the sabbath, but the sabbath was made for man.”

	7. Using 2:4-9 to view man’s creation from another angle, what were things like before man (v4-6) and how was he created (v7)? Describe his first home (v8-9). 
	The phrase, “these are the records (or generations) of” is repeated throughout Genesis to introduce a new section. The section relates to the things that come from the thing or person mentioned; in this case the generations or offspring of the heavens and the earth are mentioned. These offspring are all the vegetation, the animals of the land, sky and sea, and man, both male and female, who sprang from the earth. First, in the day the Lord made the heaven and earth there was no vegetation because there was no rain and no man to cultivate the ground. This may indicate a long period after God first created the heavens and the earth before He began the process of completing His detailed work of creation on the earth during creation week. The ground was watered by a mist (or flow) that came up from the ground; this may refer to springs of water that saturated the earth. Man was then created on day six by God taking dust (mud) from the earth and forming it into a body, into which He breathed the “breath of life”. He then became a living being or soul. Man was then placed in a garden in which God had caused fruit trees to grow that were pleasing to the eyes and good for food. One of these trees in the middle of the garden was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. This shows that from the beginning a moral nature was woven into the fabric of the universe. Morals are not the invention of man, but the creation of God. There are absolute morals and truth that God has given us and anthropological studies show that all civilizations and tribes have generally the same moral code. 

	8. Looking at 2:10-17 how was the garden of Eden watered (v10-14)? What were man’s two jobs in the garden (v15), and God’s provision (v16), prohibition and consequence (v17)? 
	The garden of Eden (edenu was the word for land with lush vegetation, like an oasis) was watered by a large river that flowed out of it and split into four rivers; two of these are still familiar to us. They were the Pishon, Gihon, Tigris, and Euphrates rivers. This would locate man’s first home in the Mesopotamian valley (Iraq today) in what is called the fertile crescent. Once God prepared the garden He placed man into it so that he could cultivate it and keep it. This garden was to be for man’s provision because he was allowed to eat from every tree in it except one – but it would be the fruit of his labor as well because he was to cultivate it. Work or responsibility is part of man’s nature. This is seen also in the fact that he was to “keep” or “guard” the garden – protecting it from any violation. Although this had not been introduced the possibility of evil had already been presented by the presence of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God prohibited man from eating from this tree – it represented man’s attempt at independence from God – and promised that in the day he ate of it he would die. Man was created to be an eternal being with God, but rebellion against God would cut him off from God, the source of eternal life. When man ate of the fruit of this tree he did die spiritually, and later physically.

	III. Man’s Wife (2:18-25)
	Key Idea: 

	9. In 2:18-20 what was “not good” (v18) and God’s remedy (v18)? What was God’s first approach at this (v19-20) and the result (v20)? 
	On day six after God created man He declared it was not good for man to be alone – this does not imply that God had made a mistake but that He was not done with creation. It is for our understanding that this declaration was made. God would remedy this by creating woman, but first He brought all the animals of the field that He had formed to man for him to name them (an element of ruling over them) and to see if he could find a perfect complement to him, one who would “help” him rule over God’s creation. However, none of them were suitable (corresponding) to man – they were all different from him. We recognize this today when we react against the idea that we came from apes, or animals of any kind. While there are similarities, we are different from animals. Once man realized there was nothing in God’s creation that corresponded to him he was ready for God to show him his perfect counterpart, woman. 

	10. From 2:21-25 how did God “solve the problem” (v21-22) and how did man react (v23)? What should result from the marriage union (v24, 25)? 
	God solved man’s “aloneness” by causing him to fall into a deep sleep, taking one of his ribs, and fashioning (building) it into a woman. Unlike the rest of creation that came from the earth woman came from the man so that they were intimately connected on every level. That is why when God brought her to the man (as He had done with the animals) man exclaimed this is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh, and when he named her he named her after himself. In the Hebrew his name was “Ish” and he gave her the name “Ishah”. Because of this intimate connection when two are married (verse 24 was given for future generations because there were no parents for Ish and Ishah to leave) they are to leave their childhood homes, be joined to one another to begin a brand new family, and become one in every aspect (not the same, but one). In the beginning without sin man and woman were unclothed but not ashamed; since the advent of sin nakedness does embarrass us in the presence of others despite man’s attempts to act like it doesn’t. It is speculated that Ish and Ishah were clothed with God’s glory and when sin entered this glory departed, leaving them naked. The vulnerability of nakedness is no problem without sin, but with sin it is dangerous; therefore God has built it into our nature to be covered. 

	11. Summarize how God created and his evaluation. What responsibilities and blessings were given to plants, animals, and mankind? How can you apply that to your life?
	God created everything by the spoken word except for man and woman; He created them directly and named them “man”. When He did it He proclaimed it “very good”. Everything was blessed by God and given the responsibility to reproduce according to its kind. Man was given additional responsibilities to rule over all the earth, fill it and subdue it, to cultivate and keep the garden, to not eat of the prohibited tree, and to become one with his wife. Man, as all of us, was created to be a creature responsible to God for his choices, designed to depend on and obey God. 


