Daily Study Questions for Jeremiah 34-40
The Big Idea: When we walk with God we will be blessed both now and in the future, and we will be able to show respect for those deserving of it. 
	I. Contrasting Mercy, Faithfulness and Concern (34:1-36:32)
	Key Idea: God blesses those who show mercy, faithfulness and concern for His word, but disciplines those who don’t. 

	1. Look at Jer 34:1-7. What was happening (v1, 6-7), and what did God tell Zedekiah about this (v2-3)? How did He show him grace (v4-5)? 
	At the time of this prophecy Nebuchadnezzar’s armies were fighting against Jerusalem and the surrounding fortified cities. God told Zedekiah that they were going to capture them and burn Jerusalem with fire, and that Zedekiah was going to be taken to Nebuchadnezzar in person. That was bad news to Zedekiah, but God’s grace was shown to him because He promised that Zedekiah that he would die in peace, and would have an honorable burial with mourners present. God was not obligated to do this.

	2. In 34:8-22 what had Zedekiah done that was good (v8-10, 12-14), and then bad (v11, 15-16)? How did God respond (v17-22)? What does this teach?
	This word from the Lord came to Zedekiah after he had freed Hebrew slaves who had been enslaved for over seven years. They were supposed to be released every seven years and this law had not been observed. So Zedekiah was doing a good thing. However, after they released them, they enslaved them again, thus violating the spirit of this law and essentially going back on their word. God’s response to this was to proclaim “release” to them – they were being released to the sword, pestilence and famine. They would be a terror to all the nations – no one would want to be around them because they might get some of the punishment that God was pouring out on them. They would die at the hands of their enemies, and even if Babylon left to go fight someone else God would bring them back to fight against the city and burn it with fire. The cities of Judah would be desolate and without inhabitants. This shows what a great defender of the helpless God is, and how important it is to Him that we keep our word to one another. God is faithful and merciful, and is enraged at those who have received His mercy but have failed to pay it forward. 

	3. From 35:1-19 why were the actions of the Rechabites (v1-11) so much better than Judah’s (v12-17). How did God deal with each of them (v17, 18-19)?  
	The Rechabites had been commanded by their forefather, Jonadab, to not drink wine, build houses, sow seed, plant a vineyard, or own one. They were to live in tents throughout all generations. God had told Jeremiah to put wine before them in the Temple and urge them to drink it, but they refused, choosing instead to obey the command of Jonadab. The only deviation was their move into Jerusalem because Babylon’s armies were coming against them. Judah, on the other hand, had not been faithful to their Father, God, who had commanded them to not do evil and to not go after other gods. They had refused to incline their ears towards God and listen to Him, or to respond to Him when He called them back. As a result Judah would have disaster brought upon them by God, just as He had promised, but in contrast the Rechabites would be blessed by always having a priest (or someone devoted to full-time service) before God because of their faithfulness to their vows.  

	4. Using Jer 36:1-10 what did God command Jeremiah and why (v1-3)? How did he respond (v4-7) and what can we learn from this?
	God commanded Jeremiah to take a scroll and write on it the words He had spoken to him about Israel and Judah, and the rest of the nations – from the time of Josiah until that day, which was during the reign of his son, Jehoiakim. These had been words of promised calamity and judgment for all their evil. God told Jeremiah to do this so that possibly every man would turn from his evil way and He thus would be able to forgive their iniquity and sin. Jeremiah responded by calling Baruch, his scribe, to write the words down that he dictated, and then to take the scroll and read the words to the people in the Temple on the day of fasting (maybe the Day of Atonement, or just a day that had been proclaimed as a fast to get God’s deliverance from the enemy). His actions were significant because he was restricted and personally unable to deliver God’s message to them; but he didn’t use that as an excuse to avoid doing it. He simply got Baruch to do it for him. This gives us an example of faithfulness; when our hearts are truly committed to God we will find a way to be obedient. 

	5. Based on 36:11-32 how did Micaiah respond to God’s words (v11-13), the other officials (v14-19) and the king (v20-26)? How did God deal with this (v27-32)? Apply.  
	Micaiah immediately went down to the king’s house and declared to the king’s officials all the words which Baruch had read to him. Then, they sent for Baruch to come and read himself all the words from the scroll. When he did they all turned to one another in fear saying that they would definitely report those words to the king. They also told Baruch and Jeremiah to go and hide themselves, knowing that it was possible that harm could come to them because of these words. Having kept possession of the scroll, they took it to the king who wanted to hear it, too. His reaction was completely different from the rest; rather than being afraid of it, after every column was read he took a knife and cut the column off, throwing it into the fire. Neither he, nor any of his servants, was afraid and they did not tear their clothes in repentance; and even though some of those present tried to get him not to cut and burn the scroll he wouldn’t listen. Finally, he sent to have Jeremiah and Baruch seized, but the Lord hid them. He also commanded Jeremiah to get another scroll and to rewrite the words that were on the first scroll. He was also to write that Jehoiakim would not have anyone from his family sit on the throne after him and his dead body would be cast out into the heat of day and cold of night – it would not be buried. All of the promised judgments on Jerusalem would indeed take place, and they would happen to his family as well. This is another illustration of the certainty of God’s word; it will not return void, but will accomplish its purpose. We can choose to ignore it, but we will not avoid the truth found in it. God’s word will be fulfilled in spite of our reaction to it.  

	II. Contrasting Respect (37:1-38:28)
	Key Idea: In contrast to selfish and faithless people, faithful people are able to genuinely show respect to godly leaders. 

	6. According to 37:1-10 what did Zedekiah ask of Jeremiah (v3-5) and why was this ironic (v2)? What was God’s answer (v6-10)?
	Zedekiah asked Jeremiah to pray to the “Lord our God on our behalf”. This was ironic because neither he, nor his servants, nor the people had listened to any of Jeremiah’s words from the Lord, but now Zedekiah wanted the Lord to deliver them. Interestingly, Babylon lifted their siege against Jerusalem to go fight the Egyptian army and this probably made Zedekiah think that God had answered their prayers. But God sent this further word through Jeremiah: don’t think that the lifting of the siege is an answer to your prayers for Babylon to no longer be a threat. He told them that after Babylon defeated Egypt’s army that had come out to render assistance to Judah they would return to Jerusalem to capture it and burn it with fire. The Babylonians (Chaldeans) weren’t going to go away. Until Judah repented none of their prayers would bring lasting deliverance. Prayer won’t deliver us from the enemy if we are still basically on his side.

	7. What happened to Jeremiah in 37:11-21 (11-16)? How did Zedekiah react (v17) and what was Jeremiah’s response (v17-21)? What can we learn from his example? 
	Jeremiah went out to the land of Benjamin to take possession of some property (or to at least look at it with a view to buying it), but when he left the city he was seized by Irijah, captain of the guard. He was accused of fleeing to the Babylonians, which he vehemently denied. When he was brought before the officials they were very angry and had him beaten; then they threw him into a dungeon-like jail that was very fearful to Jeremiah. When Zedekiah heard of this his reaction was not one of compassion, but of wondering if the Lord had told Jeremiah any further word about their deliverance. Jeremiah told him that there was: he would be given over to the Babylonians. But Jeremiah also wanted to know in what way he had sinned against any of them that would lead them to throw him into prison. He further asked where the false prophets were who had said that Babylon would not come against them. Finally, he asked the king to not send back to the dungeon. Zedekiah granted this request and had him remanded to the court of the guardhouse with a daily ration of a loaf of bread. This shows that it is okay to stand up for ourselves when we have been wronged; God will often change the hearts of those who have wronged us if we will just present our case.  

	8. In 38:1-13 what happened to Jeremiah next (v4-6) and why (v1-3)? Who stood up for him (v7-9) and what was the result (v10-13)? 
	Jeremiah continued to speak the words of the Lord that the Babylonians were going to take the city and that the people should surrender to him. The king’s officials decided that his words were too discouraging and that he needed to be put to death. So, they went to ask the king for permission, and he gave them authority to do whatever they wanted to with Jeremiah, claiming that he could nothing against the officials’ desires. They then took Jeremiah and let him down by ropes into the muddy cistern (water collecting pit) of Malchijah, the king’s son. When they did Jeremiah sank down into the mud. Ebed-melech (servant to the king) heard of this and went to the king to request that he do something about this since Jeremiah would die of starvation there in the cistern. As a result the king ordered the servant to take thirty men under the king’s authority to retrieve Jeremiah from the cistern. Ebed-melech did just that and as a sign of his respect and compassion used worn-out clothes and rags to tie around the ropes so that Jeremiah’s armpits wouldn’t be injured when he was lifted out of the cistern. He was then kept in the court of the guardhouse.

	9. From 38:14-28 what was Zedekiah’s next move (v14, 16) and Jeremiah’s response (v15)? What was God’s word for Zedekiah (v17-23) and his response (v19, 24-26)? 
	Zedekiah next went to Jeremiah to ask him a question (relating to God’s plan for him and Jerusalem probably). This took sheer audacity considering how he had allowed Jeremiah to be treated. In fact Jeremiah said if he told him Zedekiah would either put him to death or not listen. But Zedekiah promised to not put him to death or turn him over to the men seeking his life. God’s word for Zedekiah was the same – if he fled the Babylonians he would die, along with his family, and the city would be burned with fire. But, if he stayed and surrendered his life would be protected. Zedekiah’s response was one of fear of the Jews who had already gone over to the Babylonians – he dreaded that they would abuse him if he stayed – and one of fear of his officials if they found out he had talked to Jeremiah. He was in a no-win situation from a human standpoint because he had no faith; however, if he had trusted God then he would have not feared the people or the officials because God would protect him. Trusting God is always the better way to go. 

	III. Contrasting Rewards (39:1-40:16)
	Key Idea: When we follow God we will be blessed, no matter how impossible that looks; when we don’t, we will receive the consequences. 

	10. Looking at 39:1-18 what happened to Jerusalem (v1-3), Zedekiah (v4-7), and the rest (v8-10)? How were Jeremiah (v11-14) and Ebed-melech (v15-18) treated? Why (v18)? 
	Finally Babylon besieged Jerusalem, breached the city wall, and the officials went and sat down in the middle of the city. In fear and disobedience Zedekiah and the men of war fled out of the city by night, but the Chaldean (Babylonian) army pursued them, overtook them, and brought them to Nebuchadnezzar in the land of Hamath. There Zedekiah’s sons were killed before his eyes, his eyes were blinded, and he was bound and taken to Babylon. The Chaldeans also burned the king’s palace and the houses of Jerusalem down, broke down its walls, and carried the rest of the people to Babylon into exile. The poorest people, however, were left behind and were given fields and vineyards. Nebuchadnezzar gave orders that Jeremiah be looked after and not be harmed, and be dealt with as he requested. He was taken out of the court of the guardhouse and entrusted to Gedaliah, son of Ahikam, who would be appointed by Nebuchadnezzar to be the governor of Judah. Ebed-melech was blessed by God as well for his faithfulness – even though disaster would fall on the city, God promised to deliver him on that day and he would not be given into the hands of those he dreaded. He would have his own life as the spoils of war because he had trusted the Lord. 

	11. Using 40:1-6 what was Jeremiah offered (v1-4) and how did he respond (v5-6)? Why do you think he did this? 
	Nebuzaradan, captain of the bodyguard, loosed the chains on Jeremiah and offered to take him to Babylon with him. If he chose not to do that he could go wherever he wanted to in the land of Judah. Jeremiah did not go with him, so he told him to go back to Gedaliah, or wherever he wanted. He then gave him a gift and a ration (of food) and let him go. Jeremiah’s response probably indicates that he believed God wasn’t through with him in the land of Judah since there were still those who would try to rebel against Babylon. He was simply at God’s disposal, not looking out for himself. 

	12. In 40:7-16 who was appointed over Judah then (v7-8) and what did he advise (v9-12)? What danger did he face (v13-15) and how did he deal with it (v16)? 
	Gedaliah was appointed over Judah and he told all the commanders who had gone into hiding to not be afraid to serve Babylon, but to expect it to go well with them if they did. He also told them to live in the deserted cities and to gather in fruit and oil. When they did all the rest of the people in surrounding areas came into the land, too. However, among these commanders was Ishmael who had been recruited by the Ammonites to assassinate Gedaliah; but when Johanan told Gedaliah about this he did not believe him. Johanan then asked if he could go and kill Ishmael, but Gedaliah would not let him because he believed that he was telling a lie about Ishmael. It appears that Gedaliah was a rather naïve leader. 


