Daily Study Questions for Malachi 3-4
The Big Idea: God will purify those who fear Him above all else and they will be protected from His judgment, but everyone else will be consumed. 

	I. Removing the Dross (3:1-6)
	Key Idea: God is committed to removing the sin of His people so that we can spend in eternity in fellowship with Him. 

	1. Read Malachi 3:1. Who would God send first and what would he do? Describe who would come next. Where would He appear and how would He do it? 
	Before God (the Lord) came to His temple suddenly (without advance warning) His messenger would come to clear or prepare the way before Him. This prophecy links up with Isaiah 40:3 and Mal 4:5 and was fulfilled in John the Baptist. He came as a herald announcing the coming King, Jesus, the Messiah. John’s method of “clearing the way” was through repentance; people have to realize they have a problem because they are outside of God’s blessing before they can see Jesus as their Savior. The way people come to repentance is through the message of truth, so John came preaching the baptism of repentance (Matt 3:1-12) so that people would be ready to receive Jesus as their answer and Savior. Jesus, called the “messenger of the covenant” would then come suddenly to His temple, which He did when He came in and overturned the tables of the moneychangers at the beginning of His ministry – John 2:13-18 (He also did it at the end of His ministry – Matt 21:12-17). As the messenger of the [new] covenant He will be the One in whom they delight, because He will bring about the restoration of the Jews and of the entire world to His original creation design. This was obviously not fulfilled completely at Jesus’ first coming, so this still awaits complete fulfillment at the end when Jesus returns. 

	2. Using 3:2-4 what would the day of the Lord’s coming be like (v2)? What would the Lord do for His people (v3) and why would this be good (v3-4)?
	The day of the Lord’s coming will be a day of transparency – like a refiner’s fire He will bring to the surface any thing that is not of God and then skim it off. Specifically He will do this for the sons of Levi, the priestly tribe. This may refer to all of us because we are all priests before God in the New Covenant, but it has a direct bearing on the previous two chapters where the priests are presented as evil. No one will be able to stand before Him in this day because He is sinless and we are not – except in the righteousness of Christ. However, once we are refined and purified then the Levites (maybe ours too) offerings to God will be pleasing to Him as in the former years. This refers to the beginning when the Levites were obedient and faithful to God, as well as other times when they returned to Him (the times of Solomon, Hezekiah, Josiah and Ezra) and He gladly accepted their sacrifices. 

	3. In 3:5-6 who will receive God’s judgment when He appears (v5)? Who will be preserved, and why (v6)? How should this encourage us? 
	A list of those who will receive God’s judgment (in contrast probably to His refining fires) is given. It will include sorcerers, adulterers, those who swear falsely, those who oppress the wage earner by not paying him his proper wages, and those who oppress the helpless (widows, orphans, aliens). They all act this way because they do not fear God and His judgment. However, those who are God’s people will not be consumed because the Lord does not change. He will remain faithful to His covenant, not because they deserve it but because of His consistent character. We should be encouraged by this, because although God will refine us, removing our sin, He will not destroy us. So we should be about the business of submitting our will and character to Him right now. 

	II. Repenting of Robbery (3:7-15)
	Key Idea: Unless we turn from robbing God financially and affirming those who do evil we will not walk in His full blessing. 

	4. From Malachi 3:7-8 how had Israel turned aside from God’s ways (v8) and how had He reacted (v7)? Why is this called “robbery”? 
	Israel had turned aside from God’s ways by not keeping His statutes – specifically in the area of tithes and offerings. He called on them to return to Him even though they didn’t have a clue about how to do that. The reason that this is called robbery is because God’s part was to bless them according to His covenant, and their part was to be obedient. However, they had stopped being obedient in this area, but were still enjoying His blessings. This was essentially their way of attempting to get something for nothing, which is what robbery really is. It is the same as our expectation of God taking care of our material needs when we don’t show Him the honor of giving gifts back that show our appreciation of His blessings. We are not paying for blessings, but we are expecting something from God (blessings and provision) for nothing (no honor or sacrifice for Him). 

	5. Based on 3:9-10 what was Israel’s condition (v9) and why (v9)? What did God tell Israel to do (v10) and why (v10)? What did He promise (v10)? 
	Israel was under God’s curse at this time (blessings and curses were related to obedience or disobedience in the Mosaic covenant). The reason was that they had ceased bringing all the tithes and offerings into the Levitical storehouses. The way the Levites were sustained was by the gifts of the people – the tithe, which was a tenth of their increase, and by offerings over and above the tithe. These provided also for the feasts and to take care of the poor. He promised if they would bring the whole tithe into the storehouse that He would open the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing until it overflows. The “premise” of this promise is that God’s people would bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, not just the part they felt like they could afford. We limit the amount of blessing God will give us when we hold back the amount He wants us to give. In the Old Testament this is the tithe; in the New Testament we are to give as He has blessed us, which would seem to be even greater than a tithe.

	6.  According to 3:11-12 what else did God promise if they obeyed in the area of finances (v11, 12)? How broadly should we apply this? 
	God also promised to rebuke the devourer – the one who destroys what God has already blessed us with – if we would give Him the whole amount He leads us to give. The fruit or grapes that are ready to be picked will not be ruined and all the nations of the earth would call them blessed. They would be a land that brings delight to the nations – all because of God’s blessing. This doesn’t mean that God’s people will never have financial problems if they give generously, but that the constant onslaught of them will not occur if we are giving back to the Lord as He has given to us. For a period of time in our lives it may appear that way, but we must take a long-term viewpoint of God’s blessings. This is why many people never appreciate God’s goodness, because they stop short of the generous giving to which He has led them; if they would fulfill this privilege they would see how generous He is in return. 

	7. Using 3:13-15 what false belief had Israel declared (v14, 15)? How did God describe this attitude (v13) and to what did it lead (v15)? 
	Israel had declared that it was vain to serve God and that there was no profit in obeying Him or mourning before Him. According to God it expressed an attitude of pride when they called the arrogant blessed and said that doers of wickedness were built up and escaped when they put God to the test. 

	III. Rewarding the Righteous (3:16-4:6)
	Key Idea: Those who fear the Lord above all will be rewarded with God’s protection in the final judgment. 

	8. Looking at 3:16-18 how did some of the Jews respond (v16) and what did God do for them (v16)? What did He promise to do for them (v17) and what would result (v18)? 
	Some of the Jews respected (feared) the Lord and spoke to one another about repenting. The Lord heard this and wrote it down in His book of remembrance (see Neh 13:14, 22, 31) so that He would spare them on the day of judgment. They would be counted among the righteous and those who serve God, rather than among the wicked and disobedient. This doesn’t mean that their good works saved them, but that their fear of the Lord (faith in Him as the ultimate power, judge, and reference point) led to these good works, and they were the evidence that they trusted in Him. 

	9. In 4:1-3 what two groups are presented (v1, 2) and what will be their respective destinies (v1, 2-3)? What should this encourage? 
	The two groups that will be judged by God are the arrogant evildoers and the righteous God-fearers. The first group will be burned up like chaff and will have neither root nor branch – nothing to stand on and nothing to show for their lives. The second group will be healed by the sun of righteousness and will go forth and skip like calves from the stall. They would tread down the wicked who would be mere ashes under their feet after their judgment by fire. This means we should continue to live with a godly fear of the Lord right now trusting that in the end we will be healed and made complete in Him.

	10. From 4:4-6 what were they to remember (v4) and who would God send before His “terrible day” to reinforce this (v5)? What would his mission be (v6)? 
	The people were to remember the law of Moses, God’s servant, including all the statutes and ordinances that had been given to them at Mt Horeb (in the Sinai mountains). God wasn’t giving a new commandment here; He was simply calling them back to what His standard and will had always been. In light of this He promised to send a modern “Elijah” who would, as Elijah of old had done, call on them to decide to follow the true God. According to Jesus John the Baptist was this Elijah (Matt 11:10, 14), but there will presumably be another one at the end of the age since the world didn’t come to an end in the time of Jesus. This is another example of how prophecy is sometimes fulfilled multiple times in a partial sense until the final and complete fulfillment comes. The great and terrible day of the Lord would follow this messenger, and those who would heed his message and repent would be restored to God’s original order. This order was for the hearts of the fathers to be turned towards their children – they would begin to live and teach the ways of the Lord to them for their good – and the hearts of the children would be turned to their fathers; they would obey the commands of the Lord that they were being taught. If they didn’t do this the entire land (earth) would be cursed, or set apart to God for destruction. As the scope of prophecy is considered this is exactly what will happen in the end – those who follow God will be spared and those who refuse will experience the fire of God’s judgment. In fact the heavens and the earth will be consumed with fire. 

	11. Review Malachi 3-4. What specific sins will God judge (3:5, 8, 14-15; 4:1-2, 6)? How should we respond (3:10, 16; 4:4, 6) if we want to escape God’s judgment? 
	God will judge the sins of sorcery, adultery, false swearing (lying), oppressors of wage earners, and oppressors of those truly dependant on others. He will also discipline the one who commits the sin of robbing Him by withholding the whole tithe and offering, and those who arrogantly say that God never rewards those who mourn over sin, but instead allows the guilty to escape. God promises to set the arrogant and evildoers ablaze with His fiery judgment and they will be tread down as ashes under the feet of God’s people. Finally, those who refuse to heed God’s message to turn back to Him with come under God’s curse of destruction. With all of this in mind we must turn our hearts to God by giving generously with pure hearts, by encouraging one another to be faithful to God alone, by obeying all that God has instructed, and by passing His principles and truth on to those who are entrusted to our care. While it is faith in Christ’s righteousness applied to us that justifies us so that we are protected from God’s wrath, true faith will always result in good works. That is why we must look at our actions to see if faith is actually alive and well in our lives. Otherwise we will be tragically shocked in the final judgment. 


