Daily Study Questions for Deuteronomy 30-34 – A Watershed Moment

The Big Idea: Because of God’s faithfulness He will complete His good work among His people although they will not consistently obey Him.  
	I. Securing God’s Blessings (30:1-31:29)
	Key Idea: God will bless us if we obey Him; it’s our choice. 

	1. Look at Deuteronomy 30:1-20. What would the Lord do for them (v3-5, 6, 7, 8-9) and why (v1-2, 10)? What were their options (v15, 16-17, 18) and why was choosing life the way to go (v11-14, 19-20)?
	The Lord planned to restore Israel from captivity when they received His future discipline. He would have compassion on them and gather from every place they had been dispersed, even if they were at the ends of the earth. He would then prosper them and multiply them more than ever. He would also change them on the inside (circumcise their hearts) so that they would love the Lord with all their heart and soul. They would then live but their enemies would receive all the curses that they had received. They would obey the Lord and all of their offspring would prosper. He would again rejoice over them for their good as they returned to Him and obeyed Him. This would all take place because they remembered the Lord in the nations to which they had been banished and would return to Him in obedience. Of course their obedience would be a result of His circumcision of their hearts. With this final look at their future God set their options before them through Moses. They could either choose life and prosperity or death and adversity. It would be determined by whether they loved the Lord, walked in His ways and kept His commandments – or not. If they did do this they would live, multiply, and be blessed by the Lord in the land, but if they turned away from Him, disobeyed, and worshiped other gods they would perish. Their days in the land would not be prolonged if they chose this option. Choosing life was the only sensible way to go because God’s commands were easily accessible – they didn’t have to figure them out; they simply had to obey them. In addition obedience to the Lord had all the benefits – life, length of days and prosperity. 

	2. From 31:1-13 who took Moses’ place (v1-3) and why (v1-2). What did God promise (v4-5, 6, 8) and what was Israel’s “part” (v6, 7, 8)? How would this be perpetuated (v9-13)? 
	Joshua took Moses’ place, having been prepared for forty years for this job. There were two reasons for this: first, he was 120 years old and thus no longer able to come and go as he pleased; second, he how been prohibited by the Lord to cross over the Jordan due to his impatient outburst against Israel when he broke the two tablets. God promised that He would defeat the Canaanites just as He had Sihon and Og and that He would go before them and go with them, never failing or forsaking them. Therefore Israel was to be strong and courageous, neither fearing nor trembling before their enemies, as they went in to possess their land. This promise from God to bless them if they would obey would be remembered as they celebrated every seven years at the Feast of Booths. When they forgave the debts they would also reread the covenant, enabling every person – men, women, children and foreigners – to hear and learn the law, to fear the Lord, and to commit to observing all the words of the law. This would perpetuate this covenant as the children grew up under this regular observance. 

	3. Using 31:14-29 what did God reveal to Moses and Joshua (v14-16, 17-18)? Why did He tell them both, and what else did He tell each to do (v19-22, 23)? How did Moses follow this up (v24-27, 28-29)? 
	God revealed to Moses and Joshua that Moses was soon to die and then the people would prostitute themselves before the false gods of Canaan, forsaking God and breaking their covenant with Him. This would lead to the anger of the Lord being kindled against them so that He would forsake them and hide His face from them, allowing them to be consumed by all the evil that would come on them. They would wonder in that day if God had left them, so to insure that they had no excuses He instructed Moses to write a song to remind them of God’s faithfulness and their evil rejection of Him. This song would be sung throughout their generations so that when they started doing evil they would know exactly what they were doing, and when the evil came that God promised they would understand that it was their fault. He told both Moses and Joshua because Moses was the writer, but Joshua was the next leader after Moses was gone. They were to write this song together, in a sense, although it was called the song of Moses. God also commissioned Joshua officially and told him to be strong and courageous since he would bring the Israelites into the Promised land. Then, He reminded Joshua that He would be with him. Moses followed this up by commanding the Levites to take the book of the law and place it beside the ark as a witness since they were a rebellious and stubborn people. Furthermore, Moses told the Levites to assemble all the elders and officers together so that he could speak all these words in their hearing, calling heaven (God) and the earth to witness against them. He knew that they would act corruptly after his death (because God had told him and his experience had taught him), turning from the way Moses had told them. This would lead to God’s anger and punishment.

	II. Song of Challenge                  (31:30-32:52)
	Key Idea: Because of our self-indulgence, we need to be consistently reminded to remain faithful to God. 

	4. In Deut 31:30-32:14 where does Moses’ song begin (v1-4) and how is God described (v3-4)? What had God done for Israel (v7-8, 9-14) and how had they responded (v5-6)? 
	Moses’ song of challenge began with the Lord. He proclaimed His name and ascribed greatness to Him. He is the Rock whose work is perfect and ways are just. He is faithful, righteous and upright. God had given the nations their inheritance, dividing the earth according to His sovereign plan (at Babel), and this was based on the number of the sons of Israel. Since His people are His portion He determines everything in the world according to His plan for them. He had found them in “howling waste” of wilderness, encircled them, cared for them, guarded them as the pupil of His eye, and hovered over them like an eagle does for its young. He had carried them, guided them, and made them ride the high places of the earth, eating the produce of the field, honey from a rock, and oil from flint rock. They had the finest of everything – curds of cows, milk from the flocks, fat of lambs, goats from Bashan, goats, wheat, and wine from blood red grapes. Sadly, they repaid the Lord by acting corruptly towards Him and becoming a perverse and crooked nation. 

	5. Based on 32:15-27 trace Israel’s descent (v15, 16-17, 18) and God’s response (v19, 20, 21-22, 23-25)? What limited it (v26-27)? 
	Israel first grew “fat” – self-indulgent – then forsook the Lord, scorning the Rock of their salvation, by turning to other gods. This made the Lord jealous and angry. They sacrificed to these demons, worshiping gods that had been recently invented. This caused them to neglect the Rock who had given them birth. God thus spurned them because they had provoked Him, saying He would hide His face from them. They would then find out what things would become without Him to take care of them. He would also provoke them to jealousy by using other nations to carry out His will and heap misfortunes on them – famine, plague, beasts, venomous bugs, and the sword. The only thing that limited this destruction was the fact that the enemy would think that their hand had actually done this, when in fact it was God who had simply worked through them. God never will share His glory with another. 

	6. Looking at 32:28-43 what showed Israel’s lack of wisdom (v28-29, 30, 31-33) and God’s faithfulness (v34-36, 37-38, 39-43)? 
	Israel showed that they lacked counsel and understanding because they failed to realize that one of the enemy could not put a thousand of them to flight if the Lord had not sold them and given them up. This is because their “god” is not like the true God; they have no power at all. Even their enemies understood that their 
“vine” was bitter and poisonous compared to the lush vine of Israel’s God. God would be faithful to Israel, however; He had stored up His vengeance on her enemies and vindicate His people when He saw that their strength was completely gone. He is the God who puts to death and gives life; He wounds, but then He heals and none can be delivered from His hand. He promised to repay those who hated Him, filling His arrows with their blood, thereby atoning for His land and His people. 

	7. Using 32:44-52 how is the importance of Moses’ song seen (v44-47)? What did God then instruct Moses (v48-49) and reveal to Him (v50, 52)? Why did this occur (v51)? 
	After Moses had spoken (sung maybe) all of his song he told them to take to heart all its words and teach their sons to observe them carefully. They were not idle words, but life itself. If they would pay attention to them their days in the land would be prolonged. The Lord then instructed Moses to go up to Mt Nebo and die there after he had seen the land from a distance. He would not be permitted to go in because he had broken faith with the Lord at the waters of Meribah-kadesh, failing to treat Him as holy through his anger. 

	III. Seeing the Future (33-34)
	Key Idea: In spite of our unfaithfulness the future is bright because God is committed to fulfilling His promises. 

	8. From 33:1-12 describe the basis of Moses’ (God’s) blessing on Israel’s tribes (v1-2, 3, 4, 5). Specifically how did He bless the first four (v6, 7, 8-11, 12)? 
	The basis of Moses’ blessing is the Lord Himself – He is the bright light that dawned on them – and He loves His people. All of the “holy ones” (angels) are in His hand and through them He gave the Law. God’s blessings are seen against the backdrop of His law – He blessed them all with this, and then gave them specific blessings, too. Reuben was blessed with life and an abundance of men. Judah would be blessed with the help of the Lord against Israel’s adversaries. Levi received more written blessings due to his pivotal role in the priesthood. He managed the Urim and Thummim that discerned God’s will and was blessed because their tribe had withstood the test at various places. Even though they had not been preselected for this honorable position their faithfulness to the covenant (at the golden calf incident – Ex 32 - and Phineas at the Moabite woman incident – Num 25) led to this distinction. They would not only be priests for God/Israel, but would also teach His ordinances to them. They would worship Him for Israel with incense and sacrifices, and God would shatter those who rose up against them. Benjamin would be blessed with secure dwelling and the protection of the Lord as he lived between the Lord’s shoulders. 

	9. According to 33:13-29 how were each of the rest of the tribes blessed (v13-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22, 23, 24-25)? Describe the One who guarantees these blessings (v26, 27-28, 29). 
	Joseph, the other tribe that received the greater blessing, would be blessed with the choice things of heaven and the deep (water from above and below). They would receive the best of the mountains, hills, the earth and its fullness. All of this would occur because Joseph had saved his brothers. The tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh would “push the peoples” to the ends of the earth, leading Israel to expand their borders. Zebulun would rejoice as they went forth and Issachar would find joy as they dwelt in their tents because God would give them abundance for sacrifices from the mountains and the seas. Gad would be enlarged as they lay down like a lion and tore the arms and head of their enemies, especially as they led the conquest against large portions of Canaan. Dan would be like a lion’s whelp that leapt forth from Bashan (an exuberant conqueror) and Naphtali would be satisfied with God’s favor as they took possession of the northern coast and the land in the south of Galilee. Finally, Asher would be blessed by his brothers because of his fertility (oil) and ability to tread down any enemy with shoes of iron or bronze. The One who guaranteed these blessings was the God of Jeshurun – the upright one, referring to Israel ideally. He was the eternal, majestic One who rode the heavens to their help who drove out the enemy before them. He was their dwelling place and security who provided fertile abundance for them. He would tread upon the high places of His enemies and they would cringe before Him.  

	10. In Deut 34 what happened to Moses (v1-4, 5-6)? What was he like at the end (v7) and how was he viewed by the people (v8) and God (v10-12)? Describe his successor (v9).  
	Moses then went up from the plains of Moab to Mt Nebo to die there. The Lord showed him all the land from Gilead to Dan, including Naphtali, Ephraim, Manasseh, Judah, the Negev and the city of palm trees in the south. He reminded Moses that He had promised all this land to Abraham’s descendants, and although Moses could only look at it, He was about to fulfill His promises. Moses then died and was buried in the valley in Moab near Beth-peor. He was 120 when he died but his eye was not dim, nor has his energy dissipated (although his physical abilities weren’t as good as they once were – 31:2). Israel then mourned for him thirty days and then Joshua took over. He was filled with the spirit of wisdom from the time that Moses had commissioned him earlier. This was significant because Israel knew that there was no prophet like Moses whom the Lord spoke with face to face, who performed signs and wonders, and performed might acts in Egypt in the sight of all Israel. 

	11. Looking over Deut 30-34 what did Israel need to remember, positively and negatively, and what attitude did they need to have? What tools had God given them to remember these things? Apply. 
	Israel needed to remember that if they obeyed the Lord they would be blessed, but if they disobeyed Him they would receive His discipline. Because of Moses’ song they should have been aware that danger was coming through their complacent, self-indulgent attitudes, so they were encouraged to pay attention and heed the law of the Lord. God gave to them sermons and a son from Moses, the law written on huge stones, festivals in which the law would be read, and exhortations to parents and elders to teach these things to the next generation. Through all of this they would have no excuse for disobedience. Sadly, they did disobey and received the consequences, although God mercifully would restore them one day. 


