Daily Study Questions for Zechariah 7-8
The Big Idea: If we will come to God in repentance instead of ritualistic obedience He will bless us beyond our imaginations with peace, joy, and prosperity. 
	I. Confronting Hypocrisy (7:1-7)
	Key Idea: God will confront those who offer religious practices that have self-centered motives. 

	1. Read Zechariah 7:1-3. What question did the men from Bethel have (v3) and why did they ask it (v2—compare Jer 29:10-14)? Why had they fasted during the seventy years’ captivity?  
	The men from Bethel came to the priests to seek God’s favor, wanting to know if they should continue to fast in the fifth month as they had during the seventy years’ captivity. This was a fast that related to the burning of the temple during the fall of Jerusalem. However, there was only one fast that was commanded in the Mosaic Law, that of the Day of Atonement. These extra fasts (there were three others, see 8:19) were probably instituted when Jerusalem fell in order to implore God to forgive them and restore them to the land in accordance with Jer 29:10-14. God had told them that when seventy years in captivity was nearing completion that they should seek Him with all their hearts for Him to restore them. Now that they were back in the land their question was whether or not they should continue to fast. 

	2. Using 7:4-7 what question did God ask (v4-5) and what attitude did He want to expose (v6)? Who else had exhibited this hypocrisy (v7)? 
	While on the outside the practice of fasting looked very “spiritual” – it made the people appear to be genuinely humbled and broken by God. God, though, wanted to know if it had really been for Him that they had fasted. Just as when they ate and drank in their religious rituals basically for themselves, maybe to make sure that God would bless them, so in their fasting they really had their own comfort in mind. They were not truly broken over their sin, but just broken over the consequences. God wanted to expose this hypocritical attitude that had been exhibited by the people in the land before the exile. The former prophets had said essentially the same thing to the people before the exile – they had carried out all their evil ways while practicing religious ritual. God was not impressed then, and He was not impressed now by their fasts. He wanted an expression of righteousness from the heart. 

	II. Calling to Repentance (7:8-14)
	Key Idea: God desires that we repent and obey so He can bless us; but if we refuse we will receive devastating consequences. 

	3. Looking at 7:8-10 what four actions did God desire instead of fasting (v8-10) and what heart attitudes would these actions reveal? 
	God told the Jews to 1) dispense true justice (impartially rendering judgment and treating everyone fairly) 2) practice kindness (showing loyalty to everyone in God’s family regardless of the effort required) 3) to not oppress the widow, orphan, stranger or poor person (refusing to take advantage of the weak) and 4) to not devise evil in their hearts against one another (not plotting to steal from and murder others “legally”). These actions would reveal an attitude of the heart that lined up with God’s, who cared about everyone being treated with equal justice and equal care. This is another example in the Bible of how our expression of love to God will be seen in our expression of love to one another. There are similar admonitions in other prophetic books – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, Micah, Malachi, etc that show this is indeed the heart of God.

	4. From Zechariah 7:11-14 in what 4 ways had the Jews responded to God’s desires (v11-12) and what were the results (v12-14)? What do you think God was calling them to do? 
	The Jews who heard these words from the Lord refused to pay attention (ignored the prophets), turned a stubborn shoulder (turn their back on the prophets as they were speaking), stopped their ears from hearing (covered their ears), and made their hearts like flint so they could not hear the law (they made sure that none of what they heard made it to their hearts – they had a predisposition to not obey). The result of this obstinacy was great wrath from God that came on them, specifically culminating in being thrown out of their homeland. They were scattered throughout all the nations and their land was left desolate, even though it was inherently a pleasant land. God was reminding them of how their forefathers had acted and the results of those actions so that the current group would follow Him and receive His blessings. It’s really amazing that God’s people often choose disobedience with its consequences when God offers us such blessings if we will simply obey. 

	III. Celebrating the Future (8:1-23)
	Key Idea: When God brings us to repentance He will fully restore us and allow us to experience His presence in peace, joy, and prosperity.

	5. Using 8:1-5 how did God feel about His people (v1-2) and what did He plan to do (v3)? What was would this lead to (v4-5)? Apply. 
	God was extremely jealous for Zion, full of wrath over all who had drawn her affections away from Him. The way He would deal with this would be to return to Zion (Jerusalem) and dwell there in the midst of His people. When that occurred Jerusalem would be called the City of Truth and the Holy Mountain. With the Lord in their midst old men (so old that they had to have staffs to lean on) and women would be able to sit in the streets and the streets would be filled with boys and girls playing. This tells us that the Lord will redeem and restore His people because of His reasons – He is jealous for us due to His love – and that when the Lord is in the center of us we will experience peaceful and joyful living. Conversely, if we are having conflict, insecurity and despair we must ask if God is in the center of us – individually, as a family, as a church, or as a nation. 

	6.  Read 8:6-8. What did God know the people were feeling about His promise (v6) and what was His answer (v6)? What further promises did He make (v7-8)? 
	God knew that His people were feeling like this promise would be too difficult to accomplish (and projected that the people alive in the days of that fulfilled promise would think the same thing), that humanly speaking it was impossible. God reminded them, though, that nothing is too difficult in His sight. He would demonstrate His power and ability by saving His people from the lands of the east and the west and bringing them back to live in the midst of Jerusalem. Then they would be His people, and He would be their God in truth and righteousness (they would truly believe and act as His people). These promises are in line with those of the new covenant prophesied in Jer 31 and Ezek 36, so their fulfillment points to a time in the future when Israel will not only be physically restored to the land, but spiritually transformed to serve God wholeheartedly. This has not yet occurred, but will in the millennial kingdom. 

	7. In 8:9-13 what did the Lord tell the rebuilders of the temple to do (v9)? What had conditions been like when the work had stopped (v10)? What would God do for them (v11-13)?
	God wanted those who were listening to the words of the prophets and who were rebuilding the temple to resolve that their hands would be strong enough to keep building until it was finished. When the work had stopped there had been no wages for man or animal, no peace before their enemies, and no peace between one another. However, if they began to work again on the temple God would give them peace and prosperity, and rather than Israel and Judah being a curse among the nations, they would become a blessing as He had originally intended. 

	8. From 8:14-17 how had God’s position changed towards His people (v14-15)? What was this generation to do because of this (v15, 16, 17)? How does this relate to us?  
	Whereas Israel’s forefathers had provoked God through their disobedience, rebellion and idolatry, so that He purposed to do them harm, now He had purposed again to do them good. As a result they were to not fear, speak truth to one another, judge with truth and judgment for peace in their gates, not devise evil in their hearts towards each other, and to not love perjury. This shows us that if God has purposed to take care of us there is no need for us to try to take advantage of one another through deception and injustice. His care for us frees us to truly love and serve each other. 

	9. Looking at 8:18-19 what would happen to the 4 fasts related to the captivity (v18-19)? Why? What attitudes should result (v19)? 
	The fasts of the captivity would be transformed into joyful and glad feasts for the house of Judah. When God was in their midst and in full fellowship with them again it would be a time of joy for them – they were no longer under the discipline of the captivity. Since this would be the case they should have attitudes that loved truth and peace, both of which characterize the presence of God. 

	10. Using 8:20-23 in the last days what will everyone’s desire be (v21)? Where will everyone go (v22) and to whom will they attach themselves (v23)? Why (v23)? Apply. 
	One day (in the millennial kingdom) everyone’s desire will be to go together to Jerusalem to seek the favor of the Lord. Many peoples and many nations would go to Jerusalem for this purpose rather than for the purpose of destruction. Jews in that day would be highly sought after as well because they were obvious recipients of the favor of God, and because His presence was clearly with them. This again reveals that mankind’s deepest desire is to be right with God, although they want it on their own terms. Deep within people want what we have – acceptance and favor with God. We must not be ashamed of the gospel because even though it goes against the world it really is what people long for. 

	11. Summarize God’s attitude towards superficial religious exercise (7:1-7) and what He really desires from His people (7:8-14; 8:16-17). What does He want to do for us when we repent (8:3-8, 12-13, 15, 18-23)? 
	Religious exercise that doesn’t come from a heart-felt desire to please God does not impress Him. He does not respond to our distress when we haven’t acknowledged that our sin has first affected Him before it has affected us. That’s why legalism does not move Him – it is simply man’s way of trying to manipulate God into blessing what they selfishly want to do instead of submitting to Him. When we walk in faith we seek His will then simply obey it – sometimes this is joyful, sometimes difficult, but at all times satisfying because the motive is right. This is what He desires – obedience that lines our hearts up with His heart, which is a heart of love, kindness, truth, and justice. When we humbly follow Him He wants to dwell with us and restore us to joy, prosperity, peace, and favor with those around us. This will not fully happen until the millennial kingdom but it will still happen in part as God wills. 


