Study Questions for 1 Corinthians 11-12 – Simma Down Now

The Big Idea: Unity in the Body will occur when we follow God’s order of authority, focus on the priority of Christ in worship, and utilize spiritual gifts to build up one another. 
	I. Order in the Family (11:1-16)
	Key Idea: Both men and women are to honor the structure of authority that God has established in families and in the church.  

	1. Read 1 Cor 11:1-7. What did Paul instruct (v1) and praise them for (v2)? What facts did he affirm (v3) and what does this mean? What did he say about head coverings (v6, 7) and why (v4-5, 7)? 
	Paul instructed the Corinthians to be imitators of him since he was an imitator of Christ. Every believer’s goal should be to imitate Christ, but when we see others do this it gives us everyday life examples. Paul was an imitator of Christ – not perfect, but in progress – and his goal was to be like Christ in everything; thus, his exhortation to be like him was really one for them to be like Christ. This is essentially the discipleship process – telling fellow believers to be like Christ and then living the message we teach so they can do the same with others. Paul praised them for remembering him – recalling his teachings accurately and holding to them firmly. In spite of the slander of some of the false teachers that tried to infiltrate the church the vast majority were faithful to Paul and his teachings; for this he commended them since his message was based on what was delivered to Him by the Lord and other apostles. Having said that, he then wanted them to understand some facts that related to resolving some of their disorder in the church. The first fact is that Christ is the head of man, the second is that man is the head of woman, and lastly that God is the head of Christ. Two things must be noticed here. First, headship is an issue of who has the authority, and not of equality, since Christ and God are equal and yet God is the head of Christ. In the Trinity the Father directs, the Son obeys, and the Spirit continues to carry out their will, although all three are God. Secondly, the context of 1 Cor 11-14 shows that the words “men” and “women” primarily refer to husbands and wives in the church, and not to men and women in society at large. As other places in the Bible show God gave husbands the position of spiritual leadership in the home and wives were to follow this lead in subjection to Christ (Eph 5:22-33; 1 Tim 2:9-15; 1 Pet 3:1-7).  He did not, though, generally appoint men over women in every aspect of life. This relates to how God works in the family, and by extension, in the church family; He works through the husband as spiritual leader and he, in a sense, is appointed to be the spiritual covering for his family. Adam was to cultivate the garden and “keep” it, a term connoting protection from intruders and enemies. This is the reason God held him primarily responsible for the sin in the garden (see Rom 5:12). This idea is probably in Paul’s mind when he speaks about head coverings. Head coverings were symbolic in that day of whose authority and covering one was under. A woman wore a veil (as today in the Middle East) to show she was under her husband’s authority; to not do this was a sign of rebellion. Similarly, if her hair, given as God’s covering for her, was cut off – a practice that some of the Corinthian women were doing to express their independence – it was a disgrace. This had both biblical and cultural support; in the Old Testament shaving the head was done to intentionally disgrace the woman and in the Greek culture a woman with a shaved head was considered a worldly woman at least, and a prostitute at the worst. So, a woman with her head covered and hair intact showed that she voluntarily submitted to the order and will of God. Men, on the other hand, did not wear a head covering while praying because that would have symbolized that they were under another man’s (or woman’s) authority. The truth, though, is that they were under the authority of Christ, so the uncovered head pointed to the fact that they were covered by Christ, under His authority. The Jewish practice of wearing coverings didn’t originate until the 3rd or 4th century AD, so for men praying with heads uncovered was the expected practice in the church. Romans in that day did wear head coverings when they prayed, so Paul is letting them know the correct practice in the church. In summary, then, a wife (a single woman also, who was under the covering of her father) should not pray with an uncovered head because she is the image and glory of man (her husband or father) and her covering points to his covering of her, while men should pray with uncovered heads because their covering or authority is Christ and their lack of covering points to someone above them who is their covering (Christ). The application for today relates to understanding the positions relating to the authority in the home and church, rather than to the practice of wearing hats. In western culture today, hats don’t symbolize authority; they are simply a fashion statement. The real issue is whether we are willing to follow the order God set forth in the home, and carried over into church, that husbands are to be the loving spiritual leaders and pacesetters, wives are to be the spiritual supporters who submit to the leadership of their husbands, and together they carry out the will of God for them. 

	2. From 11:8-16 what creation truths are stated about men and women (v8, 9; 11-12; 14-15)? To what conclusion does this lead (v10, 13)? What was Paul’s direction if someone wanted to argue about this (v16)? 
	To further support Paul’s position he points to the creation order; woman originated from man, rather than man from woman, and the reason was that God created her for Adam as a “helper suitable” for him (Gen 2:20). Thus, the wife’s role is to complement her husband as they together carry out the will of God for the world (His creation mandate: to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and subdue it). Paul then points out that even the natural length of hair supports this; a woman’s hair naturally grows longer than a man. Paul’s conclusion is that this shows that men are not created to have an earthly covering, but women are. The issue of hair length is not really Paul’s point since this long hair is a relative thing. The point is rather that there is a differentiation in the sexes created by God which we must honor. Men and women have different roles in God’s creation order, although both are equal. Paul refers to this when he talks about the angels, who observed Christians in worship. The Bible is clear that angels are very involved in the redemption story, wondering exactly what God is doing. We are to behave in ways that glorify Him before the heavenly host, so observing his order of authority (especially relevant to fallen angels who abandoned their domain, Jude 6) is important, especially in worship. To give the full picture Paul then adds that man must realize that he is not independent of woman; he originates from her in birth. So, husbands and wives must live in an interdependent relationship, with neither the husband lording it over his wife, or the wife mindlessly following her husband. They are to work together to carry out the Lord’s will complementing and completing each other to enable the greatest effectiveness in this responsibility. Paul’s overall conclusion, then, is that this is God’s design and that if anyone wants to argue about this it is pointless because this is the only accepted practice in the New Testament church. 


	II. Obligations in Worship           (11:17-34)
	Key Idea: We must partake of the Lord’s supper with reconciled relationships and repentant hearts. 

	3. In 11:17-22 what did Paul say to the church (v17) and why (v18). How did this show itself (v19) and what was his criticism (v20-22)? What should they have done (v22)? 
	Paul was unable to praise the church as he instructed them about worship because their motives for gathering were not focused on the Lord and His work. This was seen in the divisions that they intentionally created as they celebrated the Lord’s supper. In the early church they would have “agape” (love) feasts where they would eat and drink together, and then partake of the Lord’s supper. As they did those who had more brought would bring an excess and even become drunk while they let those who were poor go hungry. Furthermore, each gathered into their groups so that those with more could be seen as “approved”, in contrast to the poor who had nothing. Paul criticized the church for these practices and told them that they should eat and drink at home before they came. This would prevent them from shaming those who had nothing, thus despising the church of God. 

	4. Looking at 1 Cor 11:23-26 explain the way the Lord’s Supper is to be observed (v24, 25, 26) and why each element is important. Where had Paul gotten this pattern (v23)? 
	The Lord Himself had handed down to Paul the way that Christians were to observe the Lord’s supper. Jesus had established this institution at His last meal with His disciples on the night He was betrayed. The first step was to take the bread (which would have been unleavened), give thanks for it and after breaking it, to eat it in remembrance of Him. It symbolized His body which was broken for us; it was not actually His body – His real body was present when He spoke these words – but only a symbolic representation of His body. The cup of wine (the fruit of the vine) was the second element of the Lord’s supper; it represented the new covenant in Jesus’ blood which had been established when His blood was poured out on the cross for our sins. As both Jeremiah (31) and Ezekiel (36-37) had prophesied, this “new” covenant promised forgiveness of sins to all who were part of it, thus allowing each one to know the Lord and have His law written on their hearts. Both of these elements were to be partaken with the backward look at the death of Christ on the cross and the forward look at His return. 

	5. Based on 11:27-34 what is prohibited (v27) and what does this mean? What are the results of violating this (v27, 29-30, 32) and what should we do instead (v28, 31, 33-34)? 
	We are prohibited from partaking of the Lord’s supper in an unworthy (the word means “unholy”) manner, treating it as a common meal. To do so is to be guilty of the body and blood of Jesus personally, because it is essentially treating Him as just another man. This is why the Jews crucified Him, since in their minds He was just a man who blasphemously made Himself out to be God. When we treat the elements as common we are disrespecting them – and Jesus – and thus thinking and acting just as those did who crucified Him. So, a man must examine himself, testing His attitude and commitment to the Lord, to insure that he doesn’t flippantly or casually partake of the elements. One of the evidences of this would be division with a fellow member of the body; thus, the need for reconciliation would be vital. We must not harbor known sin or unforgiveness when we participate since it is equivalent to disrespecting the work of Christ for us; He died for the sake of our forgiveness and to destroy sin. When we violate this admonition we drink judgment on ourselves since we do not judge the body (Christ’s body which was given for us) rightly or accurately. This, in turn, may lead to God’s physical discipline of us, just as in the Corinthian church many were sick and many were dead because of this. While this sounds harsh it must be remembered that God is more concerned about our growth and His glory than He is about our comfort, and that even a Christian who dies because of God’s discipline does go into the presence of the Lord in heaven. Thus, their spirit is saved in the day of judgment although they received temporal judgment on this earth. That is why Paul says in v32 that the Lord’s judgment on believers is discipline, whereas His judgment on unbelievers will be condemnation, or eternal separation from God. What we should do, then, is examine ourselves and discipline ourselves through confession and repentance if we are in error so we won’t be disciplined by the Lord. In conclusion Paul states that when Christians eat together they must value relationships over eating by waiting for each other to arrive and by eating at home if they are hungry. The point of the agape feast is to demonstrate love to one another, not to eat. If this is violated the gathering will lead to judgment rather than unity. 

	III. Oneness in the Body (12)
	Key Idea: Spiritual gifts should glorify God, edify each other and promote oneness in the Body.

	6. Read 12:1-3. What is the topic (v1) and where had the Corinthians practiced this first (v2)? What facts must be understood about this (v3)? 
	The topic of 1 Cor 12-14 is spiritual gifts (pneumatikon, spiritual things), a subject of which Paul did not want them to unaware. They had engaged in spiritual things in the pagan temples they had frequented before they were saved. As they had participated in these pagan rituals they had been led to the pagan idols by a spirit other than God’s. Thus, Paul tells them that no one can say “Jesus is accursed” by the Spirit of God (because that is contrary to His nature) and no one can genuinely say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. The point is that not everything that seems spiritual is of God; there are evil spirits that direct things as well. 

	7. From 12:4-10 explain the function of each of the persons of the Trinity (v4, 5, 6). What does each believer have (v4, 7) and why (v7)? What gifts are identified (v8-10)?  
	The Spirit provides varieties of spiritual gifts (charismata), the Lord (Jesus) provides varieties of ministries in which these gifts function, and God the Father causes the effects from these gifts operating in the ministries. Although each one in the body has a spiritual gift given by the Holy Spirit, there is unity in the body because it is the same Spirit, the same Lord, and the same God who works all things in all. The reason gifts are given to believers is the common good, not for private edification alone, although when a person uses their gift to bless others he or she is edified. The gifts mentioned here are 1) the word of wisdom, 2) the word of knowledge, 3) faith, 4) gifts of healing, 5) effecting of miracles, 6) prophecy, 7) distinguishing of spirits (good or evil), 8) kinds of tongues, and 9) interpretation of tongues. This is not an exhaustive list when compared with other spiritual gift lists in the Bible, but rather representative of the types of gifts that the Spirit bestows. These gifts may have been unique to the Corinthian church based on the need they had and based on the era of Christianity they were in. The point is that the same Spirit gives each of these gifts and they are given for the common good. 

	8. According to 12:11-13 who distributes the gifts and how (v11) and what is the logical conclusion of this (v12)? What do all believers have in common (v13)? 
	The Holy Spirit is the one who works through all the gifts and He sovereignly distributes these gifts according to His will. The particular gift a member of the church has is similar to the various parts or members in a body; while a body has many parts it is still one body. So also is the body of Christ; we have different gifts, like a different body part, but the body of Christ is one. In fact all Christians were baptized into one body as salvation and were each made to drink of one Spirit – whether Jews, Greeks, slaves, or freemen. So the body is one although diverse in its gifting. 

	9. In 12:14-26 what is the “body” and what composes it (v14, 20)? Why are we the “member” that we are (v18) and how should we relate to each other (v15-17, 19, 21-25, 26)?
	The body, as stated, is not one member, but many, although there is essential unity in the body of Christ. Each member as they are gifted is placed in the body as God so desired. This implies that the church needs the gift of each member to function if the body is to be effective in fully carrying out the will of God for that church. This means first that each member should not look down on their gift by comparing theirs to others in the body; all gifts are essential in the body. In fact, there would be no body at all if there were only one body part. Also, not only must we not demean our gift, but we must not demean the gift of another merely because it is not our gift. The truth is that every gift matters and even the weakest gift is necessary. As an example the hand is not as strong as the arm or leg, but it is vital to everyday function; thus it is valued greatly by a person. In addition God has insured that the gifts that seem less honorable (valuable) will receive more abundant honor so that every gift (and member of the body) is considered important. There must be no division in the body and members must have the same care for every other member. When one member suffers everyone should suffer with it, just as when a body part gets hurt the rest of the body hurts, too. Similarly, if one part or member of the body is honored the rest of the body should rejoice since it brings honor to them, too. 

	10. In 14:27-31 who is the church (v27) and who has God appointed in it (v28)? Compare this with 12:8-10. What fact is presented (v29-30) and what instruction is given (v31)? Is this only way to build up each other (v31)?
	The church is Christ’s body, of which He is the Head, and each person is individually a member of His body. God has appointed in the church certain gifted ones; first, apostles (not in the sense of the original twelve, but in a functional sense), second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, and kinds (genus, strains of, implying dialects) of tongues. The fact is that no one has all of these gifts; but when we are seeking to discover our sovereignly distributed gift we should earnestly desire (be zealous for) the greater gifts. Thus, we should begin with the greater gifts (apostle, prophecy, teaching) and work our way downward to tongues, the least of the gifts until we uncover the particular gift we have to edify the body. Paul concludes, though, by saying that there is an even better way to build up the body than by spiritual gifts. This will lead into a discussion in chapter 13 about agape love which is the most important ingredient in a unified, healthy body. 

	11 Looking back over 1 Cor 11-12 in what areas did the church at Corinth needed to correct abuses (11:1-16; 11:17-34; 12) and generally what principles were they to follow to do this? How does this apply to us today? 
	The Corinthians were not functioning according to God’s intended order for the family and this spilled over into the worship services. Although Christ is the head of men, and men, or husbands, of their wives, the men should have been leading and their wives following their leadership. Unfortunately many of the women were acting independently of their wives and the men were allowing this to occur. This dishonored God ultimately since man was the glory of God and they were being dishonored by this. The second area of abuse was in the Lord’s supper, which had become an occasion to express class distinctions and to divide the church. The result had been the discipline of God and they needed to return to the true focus of the death of the Lord and His redemption. Finally, the Corinthians misunderstood spiritual gifts, overestimating their importance and using them as a measure of comparison of who was more important to the Body. In the first of these areas of abuse they needed to submit to God’s order, first in the home and in the church. The men were to be the spiritual pacesetters and their wives were to submit to their loving servant-leadership. In the second area they were to focus on the worship of the Lord rather than on the food they were eating and on the differences in social status that they presumed they had. Finally, they needed to view spiritual gifts as a means of glorifying God, edifying each other and promoting unity, rather than as another way to divide them. We must follow all of these examples today. 


