Daily Study Questions for Malachi 1-2
The Big Idea: We cannot worship God with superficial offerings or lifestyles that disobey Him and dishonor others.

	I. Dismissing God’s Love (1:1-5)
	Key Idea: Until we realize how special God’s love is for His people we will not serve Him with the right heart. 

	1. Read Malachi 1:1-3. What was God’s declaration to Israel (v2—Jacob is Israel), how did Israel respond (v2) and what did that imply? What was God’s answer (v2-3) and what did He mean? 
	God declared that He had loved Israel, and He used Jacob and Esau as an example. Israel was clueless about God’s love for them, so God explains what He means. God’s love is a discriminating love; even though He loves the world, His love is special for those whom He has chosen (see Rom 9:6-18) and who respond to this love. There are a several ways to view the statement, “I have loved Jacob but I have hated Esau”. One is in an absolute sense, that God feels hatred towards Esau since his birth and therefore has done everything to make it impossible for Esau to follow God. This interpretation would mean that God is directly responsible for Esau spending eternity in hell which is not a biblical picture. We send ourselves to hell by our choices and Esau is an example of this. Another interpretation is that God has chosen Jacob, but Esau, because he has determined to oppose God and His people (this is the consistent biblical picture), has been and will be withstood by God at every turn. In God’s actions He has loved Jacob and has hated Esau. This understanding is more consistent with the typical Old Testament picture of outward actions rather than inward feelings as representative of a person’s nature. When the inward feeling is in view the word for mercies or lovingkindness is used; here the words for “love” and “hate” imply the type of actions that these words indicate – actions that support (love) or actions that oppose (hate). The other way of seeing these two words is in comparative terms – God loved Jacob and did everything for him even though he didn’t deserve it. Compared to His actions towards Jacob He “hated” Esau and opposed him. The real point in this passage is that God truly treated Jacob differently from Esau even though neither of them was more deserving of being treated well by God. They were twin brothers and were both sinful people, but God showed His grace to Jacob and he responded. In contrast Esau refused this grace and God responded accordingly by resisting him. 

	2. Using 1:4-5 what did God promise regarding Edom (Esau, Jacob’s brother) in v4? How would this affect Israel (v5)? 
	God promised to tear down any of Edom’s (Esau’s country and descendants) attempts to rebuild. They were the people to whom God is indignant forever and they will be called the wicked territory by the world. When this occurs Israel will affirm that God, by His judgment of Edom, is magnified beyond the border of Israel. 

	II. Dishonoring Acts of Worship (1:6-2:9)
	Key Idea: When we worship God superficially we will experience His discipline. 

	3. In 1:6-8 what was God’s question and the priest’s response (v6)? How had they defiled God (v7-8) and why was this so bad (v8b)? 
	God wanted to know where the honor due Him as a father or as a master was from Israel. They were His sons and His servants but they were despising His name rather than giving Him respect. They wanted to know how they had done this and God answered by saying that they had presented defiled food on His altar. When they asked what this had to do with despising Him He replied that it was His table of sacrifice that was being despised. They weren’t making the connection between how they worshiped and their heart attitude towards God. They were presenting blind, lame, and sick animals for sacrifices and wouldn’t see that this was dishonoring to God. So, God asked them to consider how their governor would react if they presented the same types of offerings to him. Obviously he would not receive them kindly if they did this, so they shouldn’t expect God to be okay with it either since He was even greater. 

	4. From Malachi 1:9-11 how did God feel about their sacrifices (v9-10)? Why should they have worshiped God differently (v11)? 
	God wanted nothing to do with these shameful sacrifices that they were making. He would rather someone shut the gates to Jerusalem or the temple so that no one could kindle a fire upon which to offer these sacrifices. They were simply trying to use God, seeking His favor, when their act of worship should have been an end in itself – to show how great He was. As He said, His name will be great all over the earth and one day incense and pure grain offerings will be offered to Him in every place. He didn’t “need” their offerings; He simply desired their pure worship, but they were trying to use Him to accomplish their own agenda. 

	5. Based on 1:12-14 what priestly actions were defiling the Lord’s table (v12-13)? What did God call those who failed to offer the sacrifices they had promised (v14)? Apply. 
	The Lord’s table, referring to the altar of the sacrifices, was sacred – but it was being defiled by the offerings they were giving. These might be burnt offerings of animal sacrifices or grain offerings (fruit of plants), but these were taken by robbery, or were lame or sick. The heart of the problem was that the priests were bored and tired with their offerings to God; this amounted to disrespect and dishonor of Him. They were no longer excited about worshiping and serving Him; their pursuits were of a more selfish nature. In fact they would vow to offer God the best of their flocks (the priests had flocks from which they offered sacrifices, and from which they ate) but then substitute a blemished animal instead. God called them swindlers for doing such a thing and was aghast that they would treat Him that way. After all He was a “great King” and His name is to be feared among all the nations. We must not act the same way; we must not see our worship of God as tiresome and boring. It is a high honor and privilege to serve the “great King” who is to be feared among all the nations. We must bring Him our best service and greatest gifts. He is worthy of our greatest sacrifices whether we see any earthly return at all. It is not about us; it is all about Him. 

	6.  According to 2:1-4 what would God do to the priests who would not honor Him (v1-2, 3)? What would they know from this (v4) and why would God do it (v4)? 
	To those priests who would not listen or take it to heart to give honor to God’s name He would send a curse on them. Even though they were already being cursed for their dishonor of God their blessings would be cursed as well. God presents a graphic picture of this cursing – the refuse from the animals that was normally carried outside Jerusalem would be first spread on their faces instead. This would cause them to be taken away with the refuse, possibly a prophecy of their dispersion among the nations once again, but at least a prediction of their demise as priests. He would also rebuke their offspring (they would be barren). When they received this discipline they would then know that God had sent it so that His covenant with Levi could continue. He was committed to fulfilling His promise to Levi that He made to Phineas in Num 25:6-13, a covenant He had made when Phineas had purified the camp of Israel from their immorality with Moabite women at Peor.

	7. Using 2:5-9 what had priestly tribe of Levi (see Num 25:6-13) done right before God at first (v5, 6, 7)? How had the current priests acted (v8-9) and what had God done (v9)? 
	Because Phineas, Levi’s descendant, stood in reverence and awe of God’s name God had made a covenant of life and peace with Levi. True instruction was in his mouth and unrighteousness was not found on his lips. He walked with God in peace and uprightness and turned many back from iniquity. This all referred to more than Phineas; it related to all the Levitical priests who had been faithful to God (like Phineas) as they did these things. Unfortunately the priests of Malachi’s day had turned aside from the [God’s] way and had caused many to stumble by their instruction. They had corrupted God’s covenant with Levi so He had made them despised and abased before all the people. Because they were not keeping His ways but showing partiality in their instruction God would bring discipline on them. 

	III. Disloyalty to Marriage Vows (2:10-17)
	Key Idea: Because God hates disloyalty to our marriage vows it will affect our ability to worship Him if we do not repent. 

	8. Looking at 2:10-12 how had Judah acted treacherously against his brother (v10, 11)? What should happen to those who did this (v12), and why do you think this is so severe?
	Since all of Judah had one father they were all brothers (and sisters); therefore anything that any of them did affected their “family”. Thus when they divorced their Jewish wives to marry foreign wives they were violating the covenant to maintain spiritual purity not only with God but with one another. They were also profaning the sanctuary of God because they had married the daughters of a foreign god – this shows that our worship is affected by who we marry. The fact that we would marry someone who believes in false gods (or no God at all) shows that our devotion to God is not foremost in our hearts. Thus, our worship of God is tainted by this. It is different when a person gets saved after marriage but is already united with an unbelieving partner. Those who would divorce their Jewish wives and marry a foreign wife in Malachi’s time were to be cut off from the assembly of Israel – their lack of devotion to God and to their Jewish wife would affect the rest of the assembly, just as an individual’s sin affects the church. It works like this – I see you doing something that is sin, but no one calls your hand so I assume it must not be that bad and justify doing it myself. Thus, the leaven of sin spreads through the body and when we allow it to go unchecked it threatens the whole family and body of Christ. 

	9. In 2:13-16 why were the Jews weeping (v13) and what was the real cause (v14)? How did the remnant act, by contrast (v15)? What was wrong with this (v16)? 
	The Jewish people were weeping because God no longer accepted their sacrifices, but the real cause was their disloyalty to the wives of their youth. They were drawn away by these foreign wives in the land when they returned from Babylon and decided they were tired of their first wives. This angered God because He hates divorce, not only because it was mistreating the wife of their youth but also because it was a violation of their vows (they were covering their garment with wrong). However, none of the godly remnant did this, both because they had the Holy Spirit in them and because they were seeking a godly offspring. 

	10. From 2:17 how else was Israel unfaithful to God (v17)? How did this affect Him (v17)? 
	Israel was unfaithful to God by what they were saying, that everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and He delights in them. They came to this conclusion because it didn’t seem that God was bringing justice on these evil doers; therefore they were saying that God was okay with them. This made God weary (in human terms because God never actually gets tired) – meaning that His patience with them was running out. 

	11. Review Malachi 1-2. List the things that Israel was doing wrong and the consequences. Based on this what does God desire? 
	Israel was failing to appreciate God’s special love for them and was bringing superficial worship to God. They disrespected Him and failed to honor Him for the great King He is. Furthermore, they did not honor their marriage covenants, which not only hurt their wives and spiritual heritage but almost brought God to the end of His patience with them. The priests would be especially disciplined, but the common people would as well. He would not accept their shallow offerings and would not allow them to worship Him as long as they continued to violate their marriage covenants. God desires grateful and loyal hearts that truly appreciate His greatness and His love, and thus leads to a respectful treatment of our fellow man. 


