Deuteronomy 27-29 Daily Study Questions – As Plain As the Nose
The Big Idea: Simple obedience is the pathway to God’s blessing, and disobedience leads to His discipline. 
	I. Curses and Blessings               (27:1-28:14)
	Key Idea: If we choose to obey God’s blessings await us, but if we choose not to obey we will experience His curses.  

	1. Look at Deuteronomy 27:1-14. What were the people told to do (v1, 2-4, 5-6, 7, 8) and by whom (v1)? What did Moses and the priests urge (v9, 10). How would this be done (v11-14)? What’s the point?
	Moses and the elders charged the people to keep all that he commanded them that day. They were to also set up large stones, coat them with lime, and write distinctly on them all the words of the law after they crossed over the Jordan. These stones were to be set up on Mt Ebal where they were also to build an altar of uncut stones upon which they were to offer a burnt offering. They were to offer peace offerings there, too, eat them, and rejoice before the Lord. After this Moses and the Levitical priests told Israel to be silent and listen because that day they had become a people for the Lord their God. Therefore, they were to obey Him and do His commandments and statutes. This would be reinforced when they crossed the Jordan when six of the tribes stood on Mt Gerizim as symbolic of God’s blessing on the people, and six were to stand on Mt Ebal to represent the possibility of the curse of God falling on them. The Levites would then pronounce all the curses and the people would respond with an “Amen”. The point is to show the people that it was the choice of either living in blessing or under curses was theirs. They alone were responsible for the outcome. 

	2. From 27:15-26 list and explain the 12 curses. What do you think these have in common (v15, 24)? Why does God curse evil that is done in secretly?  
	The curses were on the person that 1) made an idol and secretly set it up [to worship]; or on the one that 2) dishonored his parents, or 3) moved his neighbor’s boundary mark (thus stealing his God appointed inheritance; or against the one who 4) misled a blind person on the road, or against the one who 5) distorted justice due to an alien, orphan, or widow – they were all easy to take advantage of; or against the man who 6) had sex with his father’s wife (step-mother), or against the one who 7) had sex with an animal, or the one who 8) had sex with his sister, the daughter or his father, or daughter of his mother. Also, if one 9) had sex with his mother-in-law they were under God’s curse or if one 10) struck his neighbor in secret, or 11) took a bribe to strike down an innocent person, or if anyone 12) failed to confirm all the words by doing them. All of these were curses against actions that could be done “in secret”, or without any accountability. For that reason God placed a curse on anyone who did this so they would know that He was watching and would hold them accountable even if no one else knew about it. 

	3. Using 28:1-14 what blessings did God promise (v1, 3-6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13)? What was the condition (v1, 2, 9, 13-14)? 
	God promised blessings on Israel if they diligently obeyed all of His commands. Thus, it was incumbent on every person in Israel to obey or they would cause the rest to forfeit God’s blessings. If they obeyed they would be set high above the nations and the blessings of God would overtake them – they would find their way into their lives if they were obedient. They would be blessed in the city and in the country, their offspring, the produce of the ground, and the offspring of their animals would be blessed. Their basket and kneading bowl would be blessed (plenty of food), and they would be blessed when they came in and when they went out. The Lord would cause their enemies to be defeated and flee from them seven ways. The barns and all they put their hand to would be blessed. They would be established as a holy people to the Lord and the people of the earth would see God’s blessing on them and be afraid of them. God would open His “storehouse” of rain and give them rain in its seasons. They would lend to many nations, but would not borrow; they would be the head and not the tail, being made above and not beneath all of them. The key was to not turn aside to other gods but to carefully observe all of God’s commandments. 

	II. Consequences of Disobedience (28:15-68)
	Key Idea: The consequences of disobedience are unimaginably painful. 

	4. In Deut 28:15-26 where would curses occur because of disobedience (v15-19)? Specifically what would some of these curses be (v20, 21, 22, 23-24, 25-26)? 
	If Israel disobeyed God they would experience curses everywhere they had experienced blessing – in the city, country, basket, kneading bowl, the offspring of their bodies, the produce of their ground, the increase of their herd, the young of their flock, when they came in and when they went out. The curses, in other words, would be just as pervasive as the blessings had been. When they persisted in their disobedience God would send on them curses, confusion, and rebuke until they were destroyed. Pestilence would cling to them, along with consumption, fever, inflammation, fiery heat, the sword, blight and mildew. Rain would be shut off so that the ground would be like iron, and their storms would consist of sand from the arid conditions. They would be defeated by their enemies and flee before them in seven directions. Then, their fallen bodies would be carrion for the vultures and beasts. 

	5. Based on 28:27-48 list some more results of disobedience (v27, 28-29, 30-33, 35, 36, 38-42, 43-44). What would result (v34, 37, 45-46, 48) and why (v47)? 
	They would also be struck with boils like those in Egypt, as well as tumors and scabs that itched (that could not be healed). Furthermore, insanity, blindness and bewilderment would come upon them, causing them to grope at noon like a blind man in the darkness. They would not prosper, but only be oppressed continually, with no one to save them. They would not receive the satisfaction of finishing anything they started – they would not marry their betrothed wife, but she would be violated, their oxen would be slaughtered before their eyes but would not be eaten by them, their donkeys and sheep would be given to another, their sons and daughters would also be given to another people, and the produce of their ground would be eaten by another nation, causing them to become crazy by the sight of all this. They would also sow much seed but harvest little because the locust would eat it. They would not drink of the wine from their vineyard because worms would consume their grapes, the crickets would possess their trees and ground, the children would go into captivity, with the result that they would go lower and lower as the alien among them rose higher and higher. They would become the tail and not the head, they would borrow and not lend, until in the end they were destroyed. They would serve their enemies in hunger, thirst, nakedness, and scarcity until they were destroyed. They would become a sign and wonder of what happens to those who disobey the Lord. This would all happen because they had not served Him with a glad heart for the abundance He had given them. 

	6. Looking at 28:49-57 what other devastating thing would occur (v49-50) and why would this be so bad (v51, 52-57)? 
	In the last stage of God’s discipline of Israel a far-off nation would come against them who would be fierce, with no respect for the old or young. They would strip all of their resources and besiege them in all their towns. The siege would become so severe that they would resort to eating their own offspring and family; women would even cherish the afterbirth for food and eat them secretly because they would be so hungry. This was all fulfilled when the Babylonians came against them in the sixth century BC. 

	7. Using 28:58-68 what other effects would their disobedience have (v59-61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66-67, 68)? Why (v58)? What point is God making? 
	Because they would not observe carefully all the words of God’s law, showing that they didn’t fear His honored and awesome name, He would bring on them extraordinary plagues, along with miserable and chronic sicknesses. He would bring upon them the diseases of Egypt that they had feared; all of this would occur until they were destroyed (their national power) and left few in number. Just as the Lord had delighted to prosper them, He would now delight in their destruction. They would be scattered among the nations where they would serve false gods unknown to them or their fathers. They would find no place to rest in these nations; they would have trembling hearts, failing eyes, and despair of soul, with their lives hanging in doubt every moment. They would only wish they could die, but be unable to do so. Finally, they would be taken back to Egypt of which God had said they were never see it again. They would offer themselves for sale as slaves but be so rejected that no one would want them. God’s point is that disobedience has a miserable end because God Himself will insure that the consequences come to pass. He has a personal interest in our lives – if we obey, He loves to bless, but if we disobey, He cares too much to let us get by with it. He must discipline us because of His love for us. 

	III. Call for Covenant (29:1-29)
	Key Idea: Because God is good and just it only makes sense to enter into covenant with Him. 

	8. From 29:1-13 who made the covenant (v1, 10-11, 12), and what was its backdrop (v2-3, 4, 5, 6, 7-9)? What was God’s goal for them (v13)? 
	The covenant was made with the sons of Israel in the plains of Moab – chiefs, tribes, elders, officers, little ones, wives, and the alien among them. Its backdrop was all that God had done to deliver them from Egypt, preserve them in the wilderness, and defeat their enemies on the edge of Canaan. They had even begun to take possession of the land on the eastern side of the Jordan River. God’s goal for them was to establish them as His people, and Him as their God in fulfillment of the promises He had made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

	9. According to 29:14-21 who else was making this covenant (v14-17). What might occur that made important to state this truth (v18-19, 20-21)? Apply. 
	This covenant was also being made in behalf of those who would come after them, just as those Israelites who came out of Egypt had made a covenant that affected the current generation. It was important to state this because future generations might think that they could refuse to obey it with no consequences since they weren’t there when the covenant was inaugurated. They might hear the words of the curse against secret idolatry, for example, and boast that they had peace even though they walked in the stubbornness of their heart. If they had this attitude they would destroy the “watered land with the dry”, or negatively affect the rest of Israel because of their rebellion. God stated that He would never forgive the one who had this attitude, His anger would never cease against them, and every curse written in the book would come against them. In fact he would be singled out for adversity so that everyone could see the result of such an attitude. We must also remember that everything we do affects those around us, especially those in the body of Christ. If we know the truth of God we are bound to do it whether we explicitly agreed to do it or not. As Christians we are bound do “all that Jesus has commanded” us. 

	10. In 29:22-29 what would be the effect of God’s discipline (v22, 23, 24-28). What principle, then, should guide them (v29)? How does this relate to us? 
	When Israel failed to obey and God disciplined them, future generations, as well as other nations around them, would look at it and say it was because of Israel’s disobedience. They would see that the land of God’s blessing had become brimstone and salt, like Sodom and Gomorrah, and would understand that God’s anger had justly burned against them because they had forsaken their covenant with Him. So, even their disobedience would be a testimony to the goodness of God as they brought the curses that they had acknowledged down on themselves. The meaning, then, of 29:29 is that what we already know we must obey and not worry about what we don’t know. There is enough of God’s will that has been revealed that we don’t need to be concerned about the part He has not yet revealed. It is all about obedience to what we do know; the rest will take care of itself. 

	11. When you think about Deut 27-29 what principles of God’s discipline are seen—the cause, the stages, the results, etc. How could Israel have avoided this, and how can we? What could we have instead? 
	God’s discipline is 1) clearly spelled out in advance; we don’t need to be shocked or embittered when we receive the consequences of our disobedience; 2) the cause of it is our own disobedience and in reality, His love because He doesn’t want us to live in our sin; 3) discipline gets increasingly worse as we fail to deal with our disobedience; the final stage is total dissolution, whether individually or corporately; 4) discipline doesn’t “stop” on its own; the only way to stop it is to repent and begin to obey again. We shouldn’t wait until things get so bad before we repent, though. God will receive us back whenever we repent, and the ongoing consequences will cease. The seeds that have already been planted will produce a crop, but we can then begin to plant new and better crops that glorify God through our obedience. Then we get his blessings rather than His discipline. 


