Study Questions for 1 Corinthians 9-10 – Eye of the Tiger
The Big Idea: We must be willing to sacrifice our rights, give maximum effort, and overcome all temptations to effectively proclaim the gospel for the glory of God. 
	I. Refuse Your Entitlements           (9:1-18)
	Key Idea: Our greatest reward will come when we freely sacrifice our rights for the work of the Lord. 

	1. Read 1 Cor 9:1-7. What was Paul’s identity (v1) and what confirmed it (v1, 2)? What “rights” did he have (v4, 5, 6) and why was his right to financial support logical (v7)? Why did he have to point this out (v3)?  
	Paul was an apostle – He had seen Jesus – and the fruit he had born among the Corinthians confirmed it; they were the “seal” of his apostleship. For that reason they should have known for sure that he was an apostle. As an apostle he had the right to eat and drink as he desired, to take a believing wife with him in his work, and to be supported by those to whom he ministered so that he wouldn’t have to have a secular job. It was logical for him to be supported, just as a soldier is paid by those whom he defends, or as a farmer is able to eat from the harvest he is reaping, or as a shepherd partakes of the milk of his flock. He hadn’t exercised these rights, though, to show that he was “the real deal”, which he explains in the verses that follow. He had to tell the Corinthians this because apparently his apostleship was being degraded by some in their church. 

	2. From 9:8-14 what was Paul’s source for support of his position (v8-9)? What did the Law say (v9, 13) and what did this mean (v10, 14)? How did he personally apply this and why (v12)? 
	Paul supported his position on the right to support first from the Old Testament. He quoted Deut 25:4 to show that in the natural world the ox was not prevented from eating the grain as it threshed and rhetorically asked if God was concerned about (speaking about) oxen, or if this was a principle. The answer is that He was speaking for the sake of human beings; the one who works has the hope that he will be able to eat from that which is produced. Similarly, the priests were able to eat from the sacrifices after they performed their sacred duties. Finally, Paul referred to the teaching of Jesus that those who proclaim the gospel should receive their living from the gospel, as He told His disciples in Matthew 10:10 that the “worker is worthy of his support”. He also personally told them that if he had sowed spiritual things into them that they should have the right to reap material things, just as others did who ministered to them. However, Paul had not taken this right so that no hindrance to the gospel might be caused – he wouldn’t be accused of preaching for the money. 

	3. According to 9:15-18 what was Paul’s goal (v16-17, 18)? What was his attitude about preaching (v16) and about receiving compensation (v15, 18)? How would this apply in your life? 
	Paul had not exercised his rights because his goal was to preach the gospel strictly because he had been called by the Lord to do so. He would rather die than be accused of preaching for personal gain, whether for money or acclaim. He was under compulsion to proclaim Christ and he would experience woe if he didn’t do it. Whether he did it voluntarily or because he was “supposed to” that was fine because he had a stewardship entrusted to him. Since it is required that a steward be found faithful, the only reward a steward can have is to do it freely, out of the gratitude of their heart. This was Paul’s reward, then, to “give” something back to the Lord and His people, even though he had the right to receive financial support (this would be the “full use of his right in the gospel”). Similarly, we must serve the Lord freely and gladly, without thought of personal gain or acclaim; it is then that we will receive the greatest reward. 

	II. Run With Endurance                (9:19-10:13)
	Key Idea: Because God is faithful and will hold us accountable we must devote ourselves fully to Him and His work, no matter the cost. 

	4. Looking at 1 Cor 9:19-23 what had Paul done and why (v19, 23)? In what 3 areas had he done this (v20, 21, 22)? How do you think this worked and what would be a current example of this? 
	Paul was free from all men (since he was a slave to the Lord), but he had become a slave (doulos, bond-servant) to all. Essentially he molded his approach to people based on who they were instead of who he was. If they were Jews, he used Jewish language and practices to reach them; if they were “under the Law” as their primary concern he spoke to them from the Law, even though he was no longer under the Law. He also approached those not under the Law differently, such as the Greeks at Athens. He reasoned from their cultural base, but also used the Scriptures. But it wasn’t just about the Mosaic Law. Finally to those who were weak – which earlier designated those who were fairly legalistic in their walk with the Lord – he gave up his right to partake of certain things, even though he could. His general point is that he fit into the culture in which he was bearing witness so that he could speak the gospel in their “language”. His goal was to save some by all means since he did all things for the sake of the gospel that he might become a fellow partaker in it. He could be accused by this of being wishy-washy, of being a chameleon, but he didn’t care because it wasn’t about Him, but about Christ. Similarly, we must be wiling to give up our rights or preferences in order to reach those who are not like us; their salvation matters more than our comfort. 

	5. Based on 9:24-27 how did Paul view the Christian life (v24)? As such how did he pursue it (v24, 26, 27) and what was his motivation (v25, 27)? What does this mean? 
	One way Paul viewed the Christian life was as a race in which we are competing for the eternal prize of God’s upward call (Phil 3:14). We are not competing against each other, but we should run the race in such a way that we would win. We must run as one would to win, run with purpose, and say no to the desires of the flesh as any competitor would. Paul’s motivation for this was to receive, not a perishable wreath (victor’s crown), but an eternal one; he also wanted to insure that after preaching the gospel to others that he would not be disqualified. This probably refers to the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints: those who persevere to the end will be saved, as Jesus said. The only guarantee from our side that we will persevere is that we continue to walk with the Lord with fervor. The less we pursue the Lord the colder we get and eventually don’t even look like we are saved. At that point many Christians doubt their salvation although they are saved; but it is also discovered at that point that many who thought they were Christians are not. We don’t keep our salvation by good works, but we do demonstrate our salvation by them. And when we demonstrate our salvation we have the security of knowing that God is at work in our lives for eternity. Paul’s motivation, therefore, was 1) the prize or reward of God and 2) the proof that he was genuinely saved. 

	6. In 10:1-11 what common positive (v1, 2, 3, 4) and negative (v6, 7, 8, 9, 10) experiences did the Jews have and what were the results (v5-10)? Why were these stories told (v11)? 
	The Jews in the wilderness were all under the cloud (the Shekinah glory of God – the “pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night”), all passed through the Red Sea on dry land, all were “baptized” into Moses by the cloud and sea, all ate the same spiritual food (manna), all drank the same spiritual drink, the water that came from the rock that Moses split. This “rock” was actually the Rock, Christ, before He came to earth as a God/man, Jesus, so it was a supernatural rock that gave them water. Negatively, though, these Israelites craved evil things (the garlic and leeks of Egypt), were idolaters (the golden calf), acted immorally, tested the Lord by their rebellion, and grumbled against the Lord (see Num 21:4-7). Because of these sinful actions the Lord was not pleased with most of them and for that reason many died in the wilderness (23,000 in one day). Many were also destroyed by snakes and by the destroyer (referring to pestilence at the hand of God). These stories were recorded for New Testament believers, those upon whom the ends of the ages has come (living just before the culmination of all things at the return of the Lord), so we would have an example and instruction about how to respond to the spiritual battle in which we are engaged. 

	7. Read 10:12-13. What conclusion from the preceding examples is given (v12)? List the 4 facts of v13 and the significance of each for your life “tests”. 
	The examples given from Jewish history tell us that we must not assume that we are spiritually okay, because when complacency and pride sets in we are ready for a fall. The facts are that 1) no temptation (test) has overtaken us but such as is common to man 2) God is faithful 3) He will not permit us to be tempted beyond what we are able to withstand, but 4) will always provide a way of escape along with the temptation so that we may be able to endure it . This tells us first of all that we will all be tempted (no one is exempt or singled out) and that we can look at how others have fared when they give into this temptation; it makes no sense to do it. Secondly, we must remember that God is always faithful so that we have Him as a resource when we are tempted to evil. Third, because of His faithfulness we will not be tempted beyond our ability to withstand the temptation (by His strength), and 4) we must look for the way of escape He has provided to enable us to endure it – to go through it without giving in. It is important to note that God does not allow us to escape the test or temptation, but rather gives us the ability to endure it without giving in. 

	III. Remember the Essentials (10:14-33)
	Key Idea: It is essential that we remember to do all for God’s glory and the edification of others. 

	8. From 10:14-22 what does Paul instruct (v14)? What realities about communion does he point out (v16, 17, 18) and how does this apply to their situation (v19-20, 21-22)? 
	Paul instructs the Corinthians to flee from idolatry, particularly through their eating meat that had been sacrificed to idols. He points out that when we drink of the cup of blessing (of the Lord’s supper) we share in the blood of Christ, and when we break the bread we share in the body of Christ. Since all of us share one bread we are bound together in this one body of Christ, just as in Israel those who eat of the sacrifices share in the one altar. His point is that when they eat meat that has been sacrificed to idols this meat has been tainted by its association with idolatry and by the demons connected with that idol. Thus, when Christians partake of this meat they share in demons, as well as the idolatrous practice. Then, when they partake of the Lord’s supper it may provoke the Lord to jealousy, since He is possessive of us and is angry if we are danger of being captivated by another so called god. He will not allow us to participate in this and since we are not stronger than He it is simply dangerous to eat such meat, even though we are free. Similarly, when we associate with the evil practices of this world even though we don’t do them, we open ourselves up to all kinds of evil, demonic activity and this provokes the Lord to jealousy. 

	9. According to 10:23-30 what guidelines are to be followed in our behavior (v23, 24)? How would this look for them (v25-27, 28) and why (v29-30)? What about us?  
	The repeated phrase “all things are permissible” (see 6:12) was apparently a slogan that the Corinthians used, so Paul dissects this one more time. Even though we are free in the Lord, no longer “under” the Law of Moses, we must do only those things that are profitable – lead to increase, rather than diminishing us – and only those things that edify [others]. So, Paul told them to eat whatever was sold in the meat market (even though it might have been the leftovers of pagan worship) without asking questions for conscience’ sake, since everything in the earth is ultimately the Lord’s. Also, if an unbeliever invited them to dinner they could eat whatever was put before them without fear of sinning. However, if someone told them that the meat they were about to eat was sacrificed to idols then they were to refrain from it, not for their sake, but for the sake of the one who gave them this information. Since they would believe that the one eating was wrong, it wasn’t worth having their freedom to eat judged as sinful by another’s conscience. Even though they were giving thanks for the food it wasn’t worth being slandered because of the other man’s scruples. Similarly, if we know that another person considers a particular action sinful we should refrain from it if it will cause them to slander our freedom in Christ. Which practices this applies to are difficult to determine much of the time, but key considerations are our relationship to the person who might be offended and whether it will truly cause damage to them if we participate.  

	10. In 10:31-33 what enduring principle is given (v31) and what is its corollary (v32-33)? Why should these 2 thoughts always go together? 
	The enduring principle for all practices not specifically addressed by the Bible is that everything must be done for the glory of God. As a corollary we are to give no offense to Jew or Greeks (Gentiles) or the church of God, but rather to please all men in all things as much as possible. The reason that these thoughts go together is because our goal is to glorify God rather than seek our own profit so that the many may be saved. We must keep the salvation of the lost as our primary goal by which we glorify God. 

	11 Review 1 Cor 9-10. What entitlements had Paul refused, and why (9:1-18)? How did he run the “race” with endurance (9:19-10:13), and what were the essentials that he remembered (10:14-33)? How can you apply that? 
	Paul had refused to get married, to eat and drink whatever he wanted and to receive support from those to whom he ministered so that he wouldn’t have to work. His reasons were for the sake of the gospel, that it wouldn’t be hindered by his being paid for his “services”. His goal was that by all means he might save some, so he didn’t care about his rights. Rather, he ran the race like one who was trying to come in first, exercising rigorous discipline and keeping his eyes on the goal. He constantly kept the essentials of God’s glory and the edification of others in mind, knowing that Satan was always tempting and seeking to draw Christ’s followers away from their devotion to Him. Paul’s example and instruction tells us that God’s glory through the gospel and the salvation of others is primary in our work. Thus, we must be willing to sacrifice whatever is necessary to bring this about, exert maximum energy and discipline in our pursuit of this goal, and beware of Satan’s constant attempts to bring us down.   


