Zechariah 12-14 Daily Study Questions – Our Day Will Come
The Big Idea: God’s day of victory will finally come at the end and all will celebrate His rescue as He reigns on earth. 
	I. Rescuing God’s People (12)
	Key Idea: God’s people will be rescued from their attackers in the last days and return to Him. 

	1. Look at Zechariah 12:1-3. How is God described (v1) and what will He do (v2-3)? How do these two ideas (v1 compared to v2-3) relate? 
	God is the LORD (covenant God of Israel) who created the heavens and the earth from nothing and who created the spirit of man within him. He is the one is going to make Jerusalem a “cup” of God’s judgment from which all the nations will drink. His judgment on them when they come against Jerusalem will cause them to reel. Jerusalem is also compared to a heavy stone that will severely injure those who try to lift it, another picture of the damage that will be inflicted on those who try to destroy God’s people in the end. Both of these pictures (v2-3) require the intervention of the One who created all things (v1) and who has sovereign control over mankind since He is the One who created them as well (v1). He can devastate physical things and He can turn the heart of any human being. He is over all, in charge of all, and able to do whatever He desires. Therefore, when He declares judgment on the enemies of God’s people it will come to pass just as He says. 

	2. Using 12:4-9 what else will God do for His people (v4, 6, 7, 8, 9)? How would this make them feel (v7)? 
	God will also strike the horses of the invading armies with bewilderment and the riders with madness, while He refuses to allow this to happen to the house of Judah. The clans of Judah will become like firepots or torches that start fires to consume those surrounding Jerusalem, while its inhabitants remain on their own sites. The tents of Judah in general will be saved before those of the king or of Jerusalem so that their glory will not be diminished, showing that God cares for all His people, not just the more elite. He will take care of the weak and set about to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. God’s actions on their behalf would make them feel special not only in God’s eyes, but in the eyes of the world. 

	3. Read 12:10-14. What will God pour out on Israel in the last days (v10) and what will be the result (v10-14)? Who will they recognize as God (v10)? 
	In the last days God will pour out the Spirit of grace and supplication so that they will reflect on their treatment of God and mourn. He is God “whom they have pierced” that they will mourn over, and this is an obvious reference to Jesus’ crucifixion. This thus equates Jesus with God. It also shows that their will be a national turning back to God by the Jews in the last days (possibly the 144,000 Jews sealed in Revelation 7), so that all Israel (the remnant) will be saved (Rom 11:26). All the Jews who are alive - those in Jerusalem, every family, the family of the house of David, the wives, the family of the house of Nathan (David’s son), and their wives, the family of the house of Levi, and their wives, the family of the Shimeites (Levi’s grandson), and their wives, every family by itself and their wives – they will all mourn bitterly over their sin against God/Jesus and turn back to Him. 

	II. Refining God’s People (13)
	Key Idea: God will remove sin from His people before He restores them at the end. 

	4. From Zechariah 13:1-6 what will God do for everyone in Israel at the end (v1)? What and who will be eliminated from them (v2) and how will this occur (v3, 4-6)? 
	While all Israel mourns their sin the Lord will open a fountain for them to cleanse their sin and impurity. This was promised in the New Covenant, that God would remember their sin no more. This potential has been available for them since the death and resurrection of Christ, but only in the last days will their eyes be opened so that they confess their sin and turn to Christ as their Savior. In that day (period of time) God will cut off the names of the idols from the land and their memory will vanish; furthermore God promised to remove the false prophets and unclean spirit (singular, indicating the demonic presence that had infiltrated everything) from the land. The method by which this will occur, however, is not overtly miraculous. Instead, God will lead His forgiven and purified people to rise up against false prophets and kill them. They will not allow false prophecy and any false prophet that has a vision will be ashamed of it. Furthermore, they will deny that they are prophets (v4-5) and they will cover up their idolatrous rites (cutting themselves as an act of false worship, v6). This is the way it should be in our age as well; we are to judge the household of God (1 Cor 5:12-13; 1 Pet 4:17) and stop the spread of sin, rather than expecting God to bring it to a halt. 

	5. Based on 13:7-9 who will be struck (v7) and what will result (v7-8)? What good will arise from this ultimately (v9)? 
	Since God has been talking about conditions once the New Covenant is instituted, He turns to the event that will eventually precipitate the mourning and repentance, which is the death of Christ. God’s Shepherd will be struck by God’s sword. He is the “man”, God’s Associate (Jesus, the God-man) who will be struck down so that the sheep will be scattered. God’s hand will turned even against the little ones because of this sin. However, although two thirds will be cut off from God and perish, there will be a third part that God preserves (these numbers are symbolic rather than exact). This is His remnant, the ones who will be brought through the fire and refined and tested like precious metal. In the end they will call on His name and God will answer them; He will say, ‘they are my people’, and they will say, ‘the Lord is my God’. These also were promises of the new covenant found in Jer 31:27-34. 

	III. Restoring God’s People (14)
	Key Idea: In the end God will restore His people to preeminence and holiness because He will dwell with them. 

	6.  According to 14:1-4 what will God do in the end for Jerusalem (v1, 2) and how will He accomplish it (v3, 4)? What does v4 indicate about His involvement? 
	God will restore the spoil taken from Jerusalem by their enemies at the end, but before that happens the nations will gather and attack them. The initial part of this battle will go against Israel – the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished, and half of the city exiled. However, the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city. Just when things look bleak for Israel the Lord Himself will descend to fight against these nations; His feet will stand on the mount of Mount Olives, which will split into two mountains with a very large valley in between. This is a lesson for life: just when things appear the worst God, who is vitally involved, will suddenly intervene and bring victory. 

	7. Using 14:5-8 what will the Jews do when the nations gather (v5) and how will the Lord respond (v5)? Describe the results of this response (v6-7, 8). 
	When the nations gather against Jerusalem the Jews will flee through the valley that Jesus has created; in other words, He makes a way of escape for them. At that time the Lord will come with His holy ones (possibly His angelic army, but probably the saints – us - that return with Him) to defeat the nations. Revelation 19:11-16 says that He will “smite the nations with the sharp sword that comes out of His mouth”, i.e., by His Word. The armies that follow do not engage the enemy because the Lord will defeat them with His Word. When He comes He will be so bright that the luminaries (sun and moon) will dwindle; He will be the literal “Light of the world”, and night will be no longer. In that day the living waters will flow out of Jerusalem to the east and west in both summer and winter. This perpetual light and perpetual flow of living waters will be the result of the presence of the Lord – there will be no more darkness and no more thirst; light and life will rule. 

	8. Read 14:9-11. What will happen to Jerusalem and surrounding areas (v10)? Why do you think this happens? What spiritual and social changes will occur (v9, 11)? 
	In that day the Lord will be king over all the earth, the only one, and His name will be the only name above all names. The entire land will become a plain (all mountains, leaders metaphorically, will be lowered so that the Lord is the only exalted One) and Jerusalem will be raised so that it is above all other cities – it is the city of the Lord. People will live in Jerusalem once again, there will be no more curse over it (Jesus will have redeemed it from the curse), and all will dwell in security. Peace will prevail as all men submit to the true King of kings and Lord of lords. 

	9. In 14:12-15 what will happen to all who have warred against Israel (v12, 13, 15)? How will this benefit Israel (v14)? 
	All who have gone to war against Israel will be struck with a plague from the Lord. This plague will rot their flesh while they are standing, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. This plague will even strike the animals – horse, mule, donkey, and all the cattle in their camps. In that day a great panic will fall on them so that they will lift up their hands against one another. All of Judah in that day will be in Jerusalem to fight and the wealth of the nations will be gathered to them, including gold, silver, and clothes in abundance. 

	10. From 14:16-21 what will most of the nations do when Jesus reigns (v16) and what will be the general condition (v20-21)? What will happen to those who refuse (v17-19)? 
	At first all nations that remain will go up to Jerusalem annually to worship the King, the Lord of hosts at the Feast of Tabernacles. However, some of the offspring of these Jews and Gentiles who enter the kingdom alive will not follow Jesus. They will refuse to attend the worship festivals and will experience drought in their region because of it. In that day everyone and everything in general will be holy to the Lord – even the bells on the horses will have those words inscribed on them. Every cooking utensil will be holy to the Lord because He is there, and everyone who comes to the temple will be able to use them to sacrifice to the Lord because they will be holy to the Lord. Nothing will desecrate the temple because the land will be cleansed – there will be no Canaanites there, or anyone or anything else unholy there. Holiness (sanctification, set apart for God’s use) will be the order of the day. 

	11. Review Zech 12-14. What will God do for His people in the very end and what will conditions be like? How should that affect your life today? 
	In the end things will get worse before they get better. Jerusalem will be attacked and harmed by the nations that gather around them, but as His people are fighting them, the Lord Himself will come with His holy army and defeat them with the word from His mouth. He will open up a fountain of cleansing for them for their sin and all idols and false prophets will be removed as His purified people stand against them. Finally, the wealth of the nations gathered against Jerusalem will be divided among God’s people and all will worship the only true King. The nations of the earth will celebrate annually God’s deliverance of them from Satan and sin and all who refuse will be punished. It will finally be a time when light, life, healing, purity and peace will prevail. With this is mind we should all live now in a way that allows us to experience as much of this as possible. This is our ultimate destiny. 


