Daily Study Questions for Deuteronomy 22-26 – Yada, Yada, Yada

The Big Idea: Every standard of God leads to love and respect for others and honor for God; they are all important.  
	I. Living with Love (22-23)
	Key Idea: Love is expressed towards one another in specific acts of consideration, justice and compassion. 

	1. Look at Deuteronomy 22:1-12. How was love to be expressed to one’s neighbor (v1-4, 8), to oneself (5, 6-7, 9-11), and to God (v12—see Num 15:39)? 
	Love was to be expressed by returning a lost cow, sheep, donkey, garment, or anything else that belonged to one’s neighbor. In addition, if an animal was found fallen it was to be restored. Also, a parapet was to be built around a roof so that a person wouldn’t accidently fall off (the principle of not irresponsibly allowing safety hazards is underscored here). These are all practical expressions of love, of thinking and caring about one’s neighbor and loving them as you would yourself. Love for oneself was illustrated by the command to not cross-dress, since this obviously indicates a hatred for one’s true identity, as was the command to not take the mother with the birds and the eggs if a nest was discovered. The reason is that the mother can continue to reproduce, so it would be like killing the goose with the golden egg. Not sowing mixed seeds allowed crops to remain healthy, not wearing mixed materials allowed the material to breathe, and not yoking a cow and donkey allowed them to both be more productive since they would pull against each other. All of these mixtures would have been shortcuts that might have temporarily worked, but long-term would have been counter-productive. Finally, the wearing of tassels on the corners of the garments was to remind the person to be faithful to God and keep His commands, thus showing love for Him. 

	2. From 22:13-30 what cases of immorality could occur (v13-14, 22, 23-24, 25, 28, 30) and how was each to be dealt with (v15-21, 22, 24, 25-27, 29)? What are some principles that come from this? 
	The first case of immorality was if a man married a professed virgin, but then declared he wanted to divorce her because he found that she was not a virgin, then she was to be brought to the elders. The parents were to provide evidence with a bloody piece of material (sheet) from the wedding night that she had been a virgin until the day of the wedding. If she had been falsely accused the man was to pay the father a hundred shekels of silver and was prohibited from divorcing her all his days, since he had publicly defamed a virgin in Israel. If she was found guilty she was to be stoned to death. The second case was that of adultery, and the third case was that of a man lying with an engaged woman in the city. Both were to be executed by stoning. If an engaged woman had sexual relations in the open field she would not be stoned although the man would since, unlike in the city, no one could hear her cry for help. Another case was if a virgin who was not engaged slept with a man, when discovered the man had to marry her and pay the father the price of 50 shekels of silver. Finally, a man was forbidden to sleep with his father’s wife (his stepmother) because it would shame his father. This shows that both the man and the woman are responsible for sexual immorality, but that sex is not meant to be a random event. It is connected to relationship – it either violates a relationship and must be punished, or it seals a relationship and must be honored with marriage. This passage also shows the necessity of protecting the woman who is more vulnerable than the man. 

	3. Using 23:1-14 who could and could not enter the assembly (v1, 2, 3, 8, 10) and why were there differences (v3-6, 7-8)? How else was purity maintained (v9, 11, 12-13) and why was this important (v14)? 
	No male who had been emasculated or any illegitimate child could enter the assembly. Also ten generations of Ammonites and Moabites could not because of the way they had treated Israel on its way to Canaan. However, only two generations of Edomites or Egyptians could not – Edomites because they were Israel’s brothers (Jacob and Esau) and Egyptians because they allowed them to live so long in their land. Purity was also maintained in the camp by keeping from evil things in war, by men with nocturnal emission removing themselves until clean, and by covering up excrement outside the camp. The reason was to keep a continual awareness that the Lord God walked in their midst and everything must be kept holy for His sake. Then He would deliver them and defeat their enemies.  

	4. In Deut 23:15-25 what was prohibited (v15-16, 17, 18, 19, 25) and permitted (v20, 21-23, 24-25)? What good would these rules accomplish?
	If a slave (apparently from a nation outside Israel) had escaped he was not to be returned to his master, but be allowed to live with them. Also, none of Israel’s sons or daughters was to be cult prostitutes, and their wages (they were called “dogs”) were to be given as offerings. Furthermore, interest was not to be charged to fellow Israelites since loans would only be made because of poverty situations (loans for wants or business were not customary in that day, so that is not the reference), although interest could be charged to a foreigners (which would be a sign of God’s blessing on Israel). The final prohibition of this section was that of not taking a sickle to grain when passing through a field, although it was permitted to eat what one's hands could hold. Their need could be met but they were not to take advantage of their neighbor. Other things that were permitted were to make vows – but they must be kept – or to not make vows at all.  These rules would put limits in place to take care of those in need without allowing them to take advantage of the caregiver. This would encourage Israel to be a caring community. 

	II. Living with Boundaries (24-25)
	Key Idea: Healthy boundaries affirm the value of each individual before God. 

	5. Based on 24:1-9 what marital practice was prohibited (v1-4) and encouraged (v5)? Why? What other boundaries were given (v6, 7, 8-9)? How can some of these be applied?
	It was an abomination to remarry an ex-wife if she had been married to someone else after the divorce. She was defiled for the first husband because she had had sexual relations with another spouse. This was probably to prevent the natural reaction that occurs when troubles begin in the second marriage and the good times of the first marriage are remembered. The boundary must be set up of blocking that first spouse out of one’s mind if she had remarried; she was no longer “available”. On the other hand the practice of devoting the first year of marriage to strongly building the relationship was encouraged by telling the newly wed to not go off to war during that year. This principle is violated constantly by those who marry someone in the service and immediately go on their tour of duty for an extended period of time. It requires time and experience for bonding to occur; it doesn’t happen just because there is an official ceremony. Another boundary that was given was to not use a millstone (that which ground their grain for making bread) as a pledge for a loan, since the purpose for the loan was to help the person. Taking their millstone would leave them without bread. God also reinforced the boundary against kidnapping for evil gain, calling for the thief to be executed, and reinforced the boundary against allowing leprosy to go unchecked in the camp – even Miriam, Moses’ sister, had to be quarantined. There are simply certain boundaries that must be maintained regardless of the person or circumstance. 

	6. Read 24:10-22. In what ways were the vulnerable protected (v10-13, 14-15, 16, 17-18, 19-21)? Why were they to do this (v22)? 
	A poor man who gave his cloak as a pledge was to be permitted to sleep with it at night and then return it the next day. Additionally, if repossessing the collateral became necessary it was not permitted to enter the person’s house; rather, they were to bring it out. Also, a hired servant was not be oppressed, but was to be given his wages each day because he had no reserve upon which to fall back. Another boundary was that of each person’s responsibility for the consequences of their own sin, even if they were father and son. Furthermore, the poor, orphan, widow and alien were to have equal justice and were to be cared for by being allowed to glean in the fields. This would be reinforced by the practice of not going back over a field a second time to get all the grain that was dropped during the harvest. This maintained solidarity in the community, a sense of “family”. All of these boundaries maintained a sense of respect for the poor person and restrained the more powerful from using this power to shame the poor person. They were intrinsically equal, just not in material terms. The rationale behind this is that they all came out of Egypt as slaves; if some had material possessions and some did not, it was all by God’s grace. They had nothing as slaves in Egypt and by God’s grace they now were blessed. It was not to be hoarded, but was to be considered a gift with which to bless others. We all came into the world with nothing, and we will leave the same way, so we must use our material blessings to bless others and store up eternal wealth.
	

	7. Using 25:1-10 what limits were given (v1-3, 4) and why were these good? What law was given to protect barren widows (v5-10)? Why was this important in Israel? Apply. 
	First, if a person was found guilty the maximum number of stripes he could receive was forty. In practice this became thirty-nine so that the law wouldn’t be accidently violated. This showed that a reasonable punishment was the standard, upholding the value and dignity of human life. Also, the limit of not muzzling an ox while he was threshing was established. It is obvious from Paul’s discussion of this in 1 Cor 9:9 that the Jews understood this as a principle applying to human life. An ox was to be permitted to eat (muzzles were to prevent opening the mouth) as he walked along pulling the threshing sledge, meaning that it’s okay to benefit from the work you are doing (if you keep it in balance). The next limit was concerning barren widows; they would have no one to perpetuate the family name (or keep the family land), so the brother of the deceased was to have sexual relations with the widow to take care of this. This was God’s way of protecting the widow in Israel, although this wouldn’t be acceptable today since we are not a theocracy. It does give us a picture of how families should care for each other, though. 

	8. From 25:11-19 what unfair practices were prohibited (v11, 13) and how had Amalek acted unfairly (v17-18—see Ex 17:8-16)? How was each to be treated (v12, 15-16, 19)? 
	It was prohibited for a woman to seize a man’s genitals to give her husband an advantage in a fight, so much so that her hand was to be cut off if she did this. Also, bags with differing weights were not to be used; the bag should have a certain weight so that someone couldn’t “legally steal” from another. This was considered an abomination by God, and it tells us that it is not okay to deceive either the buyer or the seller; rather, integrity is to rule. Another example of taking unfair advantage of another was given by Amalek. When Israel came out of Egypt the Amalekites attacked the stragglers at the rear who were naturally faint and weary; thus, the memory of their name was to be blotted out from under heaven. He had not feared God’s punishment, so Israel was to carry it out for Him. 

	III. Living with Honor for God (26)
	Key Idea: We bring honor to the Lord when we tangibly acknowledge His grace and commit to wholehearted obedience. 

	9. According to 26:1-11 what was to happen first when they finally possessed Canaan (v1-2) and how were they do it (v3, 4, 5-9, 10, 11)? What would this accomplish (v10, 11)? What principle is revealed here? 
	When Israel finally crossed into Canaan and possessed it long enough to have a first crop, they were to take a portion of the first of all the produce of the ground, put it in a basket and go to the worship center God appointed. They were to declare through the current high priest to the Lord God that “this day I have entered the land which the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.” The priest would then take the basket, set it down before the altar, and the offerer would recite the story of their origin – wandering Arameans few in number that went down to Egypt, became a populous nation, were treated harshly by the Egyptians and were delivered mightily by God in response to their cries. He had then brought them into the lush land of Canaan and given it to them. They were then to say that they had brought the first fruits of that first crop to the Lord to acknowledge His grace to them. They were then to worship the Lord along with the Levite and alien who was among them in their household. This would remind them that all they had was an undeserved free gift from God. One principle this reveals is that we must not take credit for anything we have, but give God all the glory. Also, the point of giving back to the Lord of our resources is to acknowledge in a tangible way that if it were not for Him we would have nothing; therefore our gift says that He deserves it all and we are grateful for His blessings on our lives. 

	10. In 26:12-19 why was an extra tithe given (v12), when (v12) and how (v13-14). What was the expectation (v15)? What was the agreement between God and Israel (v16-19)? 
	Every third year an additional tithe was to be given to support the Levites, strangers, orphans and widows so that they could eat in their towns and be satisfied. They were to declare to the Lord that they had taken the sacred portion they had been storing and had given it to them. They had not used any of it for anything else and had not defiled it in any way because it was set apart to the Lord. Based on this they expected the Lord to see this and bless His people and the land upon which they lived. The agreement between the Lord and Israel was that they would obey God’s commands with all their heart and soul, walking in His ways and listening to His voice. God’s side was that they would be His people, a treasured possession, just as He had promised. He would set them high above the nations for praise, fame, and honor, being set apart to Him. 

	11. Summarize from Deut 22-26 how these rules would show love in relationships, respect for each other’s boundaries, and honor for God. 
	When we show by our actions that we are concerned for the welfare of the other person then we are truly showing love to them. That is why it is important to return lost things, to honor privacy, to render justice, etc. These don’t necessarily help us directly, but indirectly they promote an environment in which we will all be blessed. Similarly, when we place good boundaries to protect people’s value as human beings we honor them and love them. Boundaries like limiting punishment makes a society humane and everyone benefits. Finally, when we worship the Lord through material means we reveal that we recognize that we deserve nothing and He is worthy of all praise. 


