Lesson Notes for Jeremiah 41-46 – The Geographic Solution
The Big Idea: Changing our outward circumstances in disobedience to God never brings permanent blessing; rather, it invites His discipline.  
	I. Running in Fear (41-42)
	Key Idea: Fear often leads us to make mistakes because we fail to trust and obey God. 

	1. Look at Jer 41:1-10. What three evil things did Ishmael do (v2-3, 4-7, 10)? Who was he in league with (v10; see 40:14)? 
	First of all Ishmael killed Gedaliah while they were sharing a meal at Mizpah, and then he killed the rest of the Jews who were with him, along with the Babylonian military people who were there with him. Then, when eighty men from Shechem came in mourning to Jerusalem (or Mizpah, it’s not clear), presumably to humble themselves before the Lord over the fall of Jerusalem, Ishmael went out to meet them so he could kill them. He got them to follow him to Mizpah and when they were inside the city he slaughtered them. However, ten of them were spared when they promised him the stores of grain that they had hidden in the field. Finally, Ishmael took everyone who was at Mizpah captive and proceeded to cross over into Ammonite territory since they had hired him to assassinate Gedaliah. Ishmael was a descendant of David who was probably miffed when he didn’t get appointed by Nebuchadnezzar; so he was a willing accomplice to the Ammonites who wanted to resist Babylon, too. 

	2. In 41:11-18 who saved the day (v11-12) and what happened (v13-16)? What did they decide to do (v17) and why (v18)? 
	Johanan and the commanders who were with him heard of Ishmael’s actions so they went to fight with him. When the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan and his forces they were glad, and deserted Ishmael for Johanan. Ishmael escaped with eight men and went to Ammon, and Johanan led all the people with him to Geruth Chimham so they could go down to Egypt. They were afraid of Babylonian reprisal because of Gedaliah’s assassination.

	3. From 42:1-6 what did Johanan ask of Jeremiah (v1-3) and what did they promise (v5-6)? How did Jeremiah respond (v4)? Were they being honest?
	Johanan and those gathered with him asked Jeremiah to pray that God would tell them the way to walk and what they should do. They seemed to be very humble when they asked this, and promised to do whatever God told them, whether pleasant or unpleasant. Jeremiah promised to tell them everything God said, not holding a single word back. They may have thought they were being honest, but as their succeeding words show, they already had their minds made up to go down to Egypt and just wanted God’s blessing on it. They were only deceiving themselves, a very common human condition. When God’s word came back different from what they wanted to do, it revealed their true hearts. 

	4. Using Jer 42:7-22 what did God tell Johanan’s group (v9-12, 13-17)? What did He promise if they went down to Egypt (v18-22)?
	After ten days God told Johanan’s group to stay in Judah because He would relent concerning the calamity He had brought on them. He promised to build them up, rather than tearing them down, to plant them and not uproot them. They were to not be afraid of Babylon because God’s compassion for them would lead King Nebuchadnezzar also to show compassion on them. However, if they chose to go to Egypt, there God would cause the sword, famine and pestilence to come upon them, and they would have no survivors in that place. The very things they feared – Babylon (the sword), famine and pestilence – would come upon them if they went to Egypt instead of trusting God; but, if they trusted Him and stayed in Judah, God would protect them from these things. They would become an object of horror and reproach if they went to Egypt in disobedience to God’s will.



	II. Refusing God’s Guidance (43-44)
	Key Idea: When we refuse to obey God we can expect negative consequences. 

	5. Based on 43:1-7 how did the Jews react to God’s message (v2) and who did they blame (v3)? What did they do (v4-7)? 
	The Jews reacted arrogantly to God’s message by accusing Jeremiah of lying to them about God’s will, and accusing Baruch, his assistant, of inciting Jeremiah to tell them to not go down to Egypt so that the Babylonians could kill them or take them into exile. So, Johanan led all of them down to Egypt in disobedience to the word of God. The irony is that they had been gathered to Judah from all the nations by God, and now they were leaving that very place to go back to their former place of enslavement.

	6. In 43:8-13 what did God instruct Jeremiah to do (v8-9) and what did this mean (v10-11)? What else would God do (v12-13)? Why? 
	God told Jeremiah to take some large stones to imbed in the mortar in the brick terrace at the entrance of Pharaoh’s palace at Tahpanhes. These stones would be the foundation for Nebuchadnezzar’s throne when he came and overtook Egypt. Therefore, even though Johanan’s group had fled Judah to escape Babylon, they would face them even there. Those who were destined for death, captivity, or sword would encounter these very things no matter where they were since they had violated God’s instructions. Additionally God would set fire to the temples of the Egyptian gods, and would burn and take captive these gods. Nebuchadnezzar would overtake Egypt as easily as a shepherd puts on his outer garment and would depart from there safely. The obelisks of Heliopolis, pagan stones that honored their various gods, would be shattered along with the temple at Heliopolis to Amon-Ra, their sun god, being burned down. Just as during the Exodus, Egypt’s gods would be humiliated again. 

	7. According to 44:1-14 what were the Jews doing in Egypt (v7-8) and why was this insane (v1-6, 9-10)? What would happen to them (v11-14)?
	The Jews who had gone to Egypt had adopted the Egyptian gods and were worshiping them by burning sacrifices to them. This was the reason that God had brought judgment on Jerusalem in the first place; but instead of becoming contrite in response to that judgment, they simply began to worship false gods in Egypt. The result would be that God would set His face against all Judah, and especially those who went down to Egypt to escape Babylon. They would be punished by sword, famine and pestilence, just as Jerusalem had been. All of the remnant in Egypt would be killed except for a few refugees (Jeremiah and a few others). 

	8. From 44:15-30 what was the attitude of the Jews (v15-16) and why (v17-19)? What was Jeremiah’s answer (v20-23) and what would happen (v24-30)? What does this teach us? 
	The Jews’ attitude was that they were going to do exactly what they wanted to in spite of what God said. They were determined to burn sacrifices to the “queen of heaven” (false god) because in their minds when they were doing that back in Jerusalem they had food and everything was good. The women also wanted Jeremiah to know that their husbands were just as involved in this as they were. Jeremiah’s answer was that it was those very sacrifices to false gods that caused God to turn them into a curse and object of reproach to their neighbors because of God’s judgments. They brought their problems on themselves because of this idolatry. God promised to judge them again for their idolatry in Egypt. God would be so set against them that no one would invoke His name in Egypt again, and most of them would die by the sword there. Those who didn’t would be few in number when they returned to Judah eventually. God further promised to bring Nebuchadnezzar to defeat Egypt so that the very thing they had hoped to escape would fall on them in that place. This all teaches that we can’t base our worship on our interpretation of the events that happen to us. What we may see as good may be God patiently awaiting our repentance, or it actually may be good as reinforcement to our obedience. Either way the issue is faith in God and obedience that flows from that; then, whether good or bad befalls us, we are still in the place that God wants us. 


	III. Receiving the Consequences  (45-46)
	Key Idea: The consequences of disobedience are often the very things we were trying to avoid when we rebelled against God. 

	9. Based on 45:1-5 how did Baruch feel (v2-3)? What was God’s twofold answer (v4, 5) and how was this a good answer for Baruch?  
	Because Baruch had gone through all the hardships that Jeremiah had he was weary with his groaning and could find no rest. This was partially due to the fact that he had, at one time, hoped for a life of prominence as a servant of God. God’s answer was that it was not about him; he simply lived in a time when God was tearing down rather than building up because of the peoples’ sin. He did promise, though, that Baruch would have his life in all the places he went – he would not die from this. This shows us that our expectations have to be adjusted to God’s plans; part of our struggle comes from wanting certain external things in life, or expecting things to be a certain way, and when they don’t turn out like that it seems unfair. The reality is that God’s plans do take precedence over our projections, and they will be good. They just won’t look like we thought they would. We must trust God and enjoy this adventure we are on with Him.

	10. Looking at 46:1-26 where would God defeat Egypt (v1-2, 13)? How would they feel (v5-6, 11-12, 15-16) and how would others react (v17)?  
	God, through the Babylonians, would defeat Egypt at Carchemish (v1-2) which was located by the Euphrates River near Babylon. This would be the practical end of Egypt’s conquest to become a world empire; but later in Egypt itself (v13), Nebuchadnezzar would conquer and decimate the Egyptian empire. These defeats would cause the Egyptians to be terrified, in a panic for a remedy to their wounds, and in a state of running for their lives. Others would react to them by saying that Egypt, and their Pharaoh is just a big noise who missed his golden opportunity to become a world power. The nations of the world would see them as washed up and no longer a threat to their security. No matter how powerful we think we are there is always someone bigger or stronger who can overtake us. God is our only hope. 

	11. Read 47:27-28. What would God do for Judah (Jacob) while He was punishing the nations (v27, 28)? How should this make them feel (v27)? 
	God promised to save Israel “from afar” so that they did not need to be dismayed when Egypt began to go through their turmoil. They were going to be rescued from their land of captivity and would be undisturbed and secure in their land with no one making them tremble. God would make a full end of all the nations into which He had driven Jacob (Israel and Judah), but He was not going to make a full end of Jacob. He would, however, continue to correct them properly and not leave them unpun-ished because they were His people and He loved them. Throughout the process, though, He would be with them as He brought them back, so they did not need to fear anyone. 


