Zechariah 9-11 Daily Study Questions – The Price Is Right
The Big Idea: The outlook for our future is great if we correctly value God and His blessings, and submit to Him. 

	I. Overcoming the Nations (9)
	Key Idea: God would defeat the nations that had oppressed His people by using outside forces as well as them. 

	1. Look at Zechariah 9:1-7. What would God do to each of the nations around Israel and why (v2-4, 5, 6-7)? After His judgment what good thing would happen to them (v7)? 
	This section presents God’s judgments on the nations surrounding Jerusalem, and reflects the route of Alexander the Great in 332BC as He conquered these nations. For this reason many liberal critics suggest that a writer other than Zechariah must have written these chapters because they were future to him, but literally fulfilled. However, this is what shows it is genuine prophecy from God. The first of these nations was Syria, with Hamath being on the northern border. Next Tyre and Sidon, Phoenician cities on the seacoast were conquered by Alexander. This was incredible to the world because they were deemed impregnable (Assyria and Babylon both gave up after 5 and 13 years respectively), but Alexander devised a way to span the sea to their island and defeated them in seven months. They were dispossessed of their wealth and consumed with fire. From there Alexander moved on to the Philistine cities of Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron and Ashdod who were painfully afraid and perplexed after seeing the destruction of Tyre. The king of Gaza would be killed, Ashkelon would be uninhabited, and Greece would repopulate them with a foreign race, as was their policy. Their detestable, idolatrous practices would be stopped, but by God’s grace they would become a remnant for God and be incorporated into Judah, just as the Jebusites (a Canaanite tribe that inhabited Jerusalem) had been in the time of Joshua. 

	2. Read 9:8-10. How would God take care of His people during this judgment (v8)? What would their ultimate deliverer be like (v9) and what would His rule be like (v10)? 
	Even though Alexander was passing through the entire region, God would not allow him to hurt His people. This is the promise of v8, that He would camp around His house so the oppressor wouldn’t pass through them during Alexander’s reign. This was only a temporary respite, but when the ultimate deliverer, the Messiah, came He would bring salvation with Him. Unlike Alexander He would come in humility (seated on a young donkey) and justice (righteousness), possessing salvation. His rule would be one of peace as He cut off the war horse and bow from Jerusalem and spoke peace to all the nations. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem (cited in Matt 21:5 as a fulfillment of this prophecy) He fore-shadowed His ultimate deliverance of His people in the last days when they turned back to Him. 

	3. Using 9:11-17 what promises did God make to Judah and Ephraim (v11-12, 13, 14, 15-16, 17)? Why (v11, 16)? 
	God promised to set the prisoners of Judah and Ephraim free from the waterless pit (a dry cistern) into which they had been placed and to lead them to return to the stronghold in hope. He also promised to restore double to them what they had lost. Furthermore, He would bend Judah into a bow against the sons of Greece (this occurred in the Maccabbean revolt of 167BC), utilize the storm to help them win, and lead them to trample down the pitiful weapons (sling stones) that Greece devised against them. They would have such a great victory that the celebration would be boisterous and the blood of the enemy would flow like the blood of sacrifices over the corners of the altar. They would prosper with grain and new wine. The Lord would do this because of the blood of His covenant (Abrahamic or Mosaic) in which He promised to take care of them, and because to Him they were as the stones of His crown. 

	II. Outlook of Israel’s Future (10)
	Key Idea: God will bless His people immeasurably as they ask Him for the blessing and participate in His battle. 

	4. From Zechariah 10:1-5 what would God do for Israel (v1, 3b, 5) and what was their part (v1, 2-3a)? Describe the One He would use to do this (v4). 
	God would give Israel the spring rains and the late rains (a bonus), but He wanted them to ask Him. The reason is that we either depend on the Lord, or we depend on something else to provide for our needs. This is why we are to pray to the Lord for “our daily bread”. Israel was torn between asking the Lord and turning to false gods – teraphim – and their prophets – diviners. They would tell them lying visions and false dreams, comforting the people in vain because they were not telling the truth. For this reason the people wandered about like sheep and were afflicted because they had no shepherd. After God punished the “male goats” (the false leaders) He would turn the “sheep” of Israel into majestic horses. He would bring from them His “cornerstone”, the tent peg and bow of battle. These all referred to Christ, the One who would tie the building together, keep it firm and secure, and protect it with His arrows. He would be the One to transform Israel from a meek flock of sheep to a charging war horse that led the battle. All of them would become like rulers and mighty men, treading down the enemy in battle. The Lord would be with them as they fought and they would put the enemy to shame. Not only the asking but also the participation in battle would be their part in receiving the blessings. 

	5. Based on 10:6-12 what else will God do for Israel (v6, 7, 8-10, 11, 12) and why will He do this (v6)? What will the results be (v7, 8, 12)? 
	God would strengthen the house of Judah and Joseph (southern and northern kingdoms) and bring them back. He would gather them back from the lands to which they had been scattered, strike down the pride of their enemies, and strengthen them in Him so that they will walk in His name. God will do this because of His compassion for them, and the results will be gladness for both them and their children, a complete restoring of their population, and a lifestyle that glorifies Him. 

	III. Outcome of Rejecting God’s Shepherd (11)
	Key Idea: Judgment awaits those who reject God’s Shepherd, Jesus. 

	6.  According to 11:1-3 what would happen to Israel and surrounding areas (v1-2)? What effect would this have on them (v3)? 
	At some point after Zechariah’s time there would be a fire in Israel that would destroy the great cedars of Lebanon and the massive forest of the oaks of Bashan. This was not a literal fire, but a sweeping fire of the judgment of God against the whole land from north (Lebanon) to south (Bashan and Jordan). This would cause the shepherds (the leaders) to wail and the young lions (the younger leaders) to roar over its destruction. This probably refers to God’s judgment on Israel in the last days before their return to the Lord. 

	7. Using 11:4-6 what did God tell Zechariah to do (v4)? How did Israel’s leaders treat the people (v5)? What would happen to Israel (v6)? 
	He told Zechariah to “pasture the flock (the afflicted of the flock, v7) doomed to slaughter” because the appointed shepherds (prophets, priests, kings) cared nothing for them and were taking advantage of them, becoming rich at their expense. God would no longer have pity on the inhabitants of the land, but would rather allow them to each fall into the power of one another or of the king. As David acknowledged in 2 Sam 24:14, it would be better to fall into the hand of the Lord rather than the hand of men because His mercies are great, so this was indeed a scary place to which God was consigning them.

	8. In 11:7-11 what did the names of the staffs reveal about God’s desires for Israel (v7)? How did He deal with the 3 false shepherds (v8-9) and what did this lead to (v10-11)? 
	God wanted to show favor to Israel, but also to show favor through Israel to all the nations. He also wanted them to be united (northern and southern kingdoms). The three false shepherds, referring to either literal individual leaders or to three categories of leaders (like prophet, priest, king or chief priest, scribes, and elders in the time of Christ) would be annihilated suddenly, in one month because God’s soul was impatient with them and they were weary of Him. He would not pasture them but would allow them to annihilate each other and even eat each other’s flesh. This would lead to the breaking of the staff of favor, meaning that no longer would Israel bless the nations or be viewed with favor by them. All the afflicted of the flock realized that this was the Lord’s judgment and the time of protection from the nations was over. In a present sense they were back in the land, so this was really a prophecy of the future demise of Israel – probably of the time right at the end. 

	9. Read 11:12-14. How much was Zechariah (symbolizing God) worth to the leaders (v12), and what were they to do with this amount (v13)? What did this devaluation result in (v14)? 
	He was worth thirty pieces of silver, the valuation of a slave that was gored. They were thus saying that God (Jesus before His crucifixion) was worth no more than a slave, and a useless slave at that. They were to throw this amount to the potter in the temple who made clay pots for the priests. These were ordinary pots, again showing that Jesus was treated as ordinary rather than divine. (Interestingly, Jesus/God came as an ordinary clay pot so He could redeem all the rest of the clay pots from their condition.) This devaluation resulted in the cutting apart of the staff of union, which historically is what happened to Israel when Jerusalem was destroyed in AD70 – Israel was scattered among the nations in judgment was once again. 

	10. Looking at 11:15-17 what do “foolish” shepherds do (v16), what do you think is their equipment (v15), and what will happen to them (v17)? 
	Foolish shepherds, based on the equipment they have, do not care for the perishing sheep of their flock, do not seek the scattered sheep, do not heal the broken, or sustain the one standing; rather, they devour the flesh of the fat sheep and tear off their hoofs. His foolish equipment would be a broken staff, like a club, with which he would beat his sheep into submission. A true shepherd gently guides with his staff (sometimes snatching them back with the crook in it), and gently prods with his rod. These worthless shepherds will have a sword on their arm and right eye, causing the arm to be withered and the right eye to be blind. They will be defenseless themselves. 

	11. What are the promises of Zech 9-11 and how will Israel generally respond? Why do people tend to devalue God and His promises? How can you personally value Him?  
	God promises to judge the enemies of Israel and to send a humble King to lead His people. Their prisoners will be set free, they will defeat their enemies, and they will be beautiful once again. Their false shepherds will be destroyed and the true shepherd – the cornerstone, tent peg and bow of battle – will arise to lead them. They will all become mighty men, be brought back to their homeland, and peace and joy will prevail. They will be strengthened by the Lord and walk in His name. However, they would also receive God’s fire of judgment before all of this occurred because they would once again reject God’s Savior, the Messiah, Jesus. People do this because they want to retain control over their own lives, in spite of how miserable they are in comparison to God’s way of life. They also believe themselves to be invincible. The only way that we can truly value God is by living His life, being in His word and communion with Him, and taking His message to the world. When we do these things we truly experience how great He is. 


