John 15:18-16:33 - Daily Study Questions – Is It Safe?
The Big Idea: While we will be persecuted for Jesus’ sake and have trouble, we can have His peace because of the Spirit’s presence in our lives. 
	I. The Disciples’ Persecution     (15:18-25)
	Key Idea: When we live like Jesus the world will persecute us because our very lives expose God’s judgment on them. 

	1. Read John 15:18-21. What relationship would the disciples have with the world (v18, 19, 20)? Why would it be this way (v18, 19, 20, 21)? Why should this encourage the disciples?  
	The world hates Christ’s followers just as it hated Him first; it hates Him and us because we are not of the world. That means they realize that we are different, part of which is that we have kept the word of Jesus and they haven’t. Therefore, they feel condemned by us, not because we condemn them, but because they fall short of the true standard – God’s word – that we are trying to follow. Thus, they will persecute us in order to keep our mouths shut and to deter us from the lifestyle that makes them feel guilty. In the end the biggest reason they hate us, consider us different and persecute us is because they do not know the Father who sent Jesus, and they despise us for representing His name. This should have encouraged the disciples because it meant that they were born from above and thus different from the world, just like Jesus was from above. When they thought about persecution they should be inspired that people were treating them just as they treated Jesus, meaning they were on the right track. Another way of saying this is that if we are being persecuted by the world it means that they see no difference in us; we are not a threat. 

	2. Using 15:22-25 what was the effect of Jesus’ message to the world (v22, 23) and the works He did (v24)? Why did it occur like this (v25) and why was this important? 
	By virtue of the fact that Jesus told the world (including the Jews who rejected Him) the truth they were now guilty of their sin. They had been told that they were not of the Father if they rejected His Son, and they had been told that their “righteousness” fell short of God’s demands - but they did nothing about it. Before they were told by Jesus they might have made a case of not being guilty due to ignorance, but now they had no excuse. He had also demonstrated His deity through the works of God that He had accomplished; it was evidence for the veracity of His claims to be the Christ. This, too, they rejected, and thus brought true guilt upon themselves. Jesus had come into the world to speak the truth and do the works of God so the Scripture could be fulfilled that they hated God without cause. While He came to seek and to save that which was lost (Lu 19:10), He also came to vindicate the justice of God. God gave His people ample reason and opportunity to believe, but they hated Him without cause. 

	II. The Disciples’ Promised Spirit (15:26-16:15)
	Key Idea: Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to help His disciples, to testify of and bring glory to Him, and to guide us into the truth. 

	3. In 15:26-27 how is the Spirit identified (v26), when will He come (v26), and what will one of His primary functions be (v26)? Who else will do this and why (v27)? Apply. 
	The Spirit is identified as the Helper (paraclete, one called alongside to help or comfort) and the Spirit of truth. He proceeds (present tense, so continuous action – He continuously proceeds) from the Father (and the Son) and was sent by Jesus to the earth (on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2) after He entered heaven. As the Spirit of truth one of His primary functions is to bear witness of Jesus, mainly through believers who bear witness of Him. Those who have been “with Him”, especially the original disciples who had been there from the beginning of His earthly ministry, are able to tell others who Jesus really is; the Holy Spirit then speaks this truth into their hearts so they can consider the reality and claims of Christ upon them. This means that we must first be with Him on a moment by moment basis, really getting to know Him, before we can honestly give testimony of who He is. Then, the Holy Spirit takes that and uses it to save people. 

	4. From John 16:1-4 what two things did Jesus promise the disciples (v2) and why would this happen (v2, 3)? Why did Jesus tell this to them (v1, 4)? 
	Jesus promised the disciples that they would become outcasts from the synagogues, and that others would kill them, thinking that they were doing God a good service. This was exactly what the apostle, Paul, did in Acts. This would happen primarily because they had not known Jesus as the Son of God or the Father. Jesus told them about this beforehand so that when it happened they would not be surprised or waylaid in their faith. Jesus had not told them about this at the beginning because He was still with them, but now that He was leaving He continued to prepare them for the difficult times ahead. 

	5. Read 16:5-11. What did Jesus again tell the disciples (v5), how did it affect them (v6), and how would He deal with this (v7)? Explain what the Spirit does (v8-11). 
	Jesus repeated that He was going to Him who had sent Him to earth, but none of the disciples asked where that was because they were so focused on their sorrow of losing Him. He would deal with this by going to heaven and sending His Spirit, the Helper, back to them. So, it was actually advantage to them for Him to go away – even though they didn’t realize it at the time. He told them that the Spirit would convict (convince) the world regarding sin, righteousness and judgment, which is significant since people are confused about all three without divine revelation. First, people don’t realize that sin is primarily about rejecting Jesus; all other “sins” are forgivable, but unbelief in Jesus results in eternal damnation. Also, people don’t understand that righteousness is not about just being good enough, or better than the next guy; rather, righteousness is about living exactly like Jesus. No person can do this, but Jesus did; and those who believe in Him have His righteousness imputed or applied to their account. Those who believe in Jesus literally become righteous in Him. Finally, people think they might somehow avoid judgment, that it won’t “happen to me”. But Jesus told them that the Holy Spirit will remind them that the ruler of this world himself has been judged; so if their ruler has been condemned, then all who follow him come under the same judgment. The Spirit convinces people of these three things in their hearts and then they must decide to repent or harden their hearts in rebellion. 

	6. Based on 16:12-15 what was Jesus’ desire (v12) and how would He fulfill this (v13)? What will the Spirit do in relation to Jesus and how (v14-15)? 
	Jesus wanted to tell them a lot more, but realized that they were so unfocused that they couldn’t bear it, or take it all in. This would be resolved when the Holy Spirit came, though, because when the Spirit of truth came He would guide them into all the truth. He would speak, not on His own initiative, but whatever He heard from the Father and Son. He would tell them what is to come and would glorify Jesus by taking of Him and disclosing it to them. Jesus had all that the Father had, so revealing Jesus was essentially revealing the Father. 

	III. The Disciples’ Peace (16:16-33)
	Key Idea: Even though we have tribulation in the world, we can have peace because Jesus has overcome the world. 

	7. In 16:16-22 what did Jesus again reveal (v16) and how did the disciples respond (v17-18)? How did Jesus explain this (v19-20, 21, 22) and what would result (v22)? 
	Jesus told His disciples again that in a little while they would no longer see Him, but then in a little while they would see Him. This was puzzling to them; they didn’t understand what “a little while” meant, or the fact that He was “going to the Father”. Jesus discerned their confusion so He presented it a different way. He told them that they would weep and lament as the world (the Jews were now identified with the world) rejoiced, but that this sorrow would turn into joy, just like childbirth. When they saw Him again they would forget the anguish that they had gone through and would rejoice, and no one could take this joy from them. They wouldn’t be able to stop smiling. Similarly, knowing that Jesus is alive and well should give us constant joy, too.

	8. From 16:23-24 how are we to ask in prayer (v23) and why will it be answered (v23)? Why does this lead to joy (v24)? Apply. 
	Once Jesus has risen from the dead there would be no need to ask Him questions about His death and/or departure. However, they would continue to ask the Father for things in prayer, and when they did it in the name of Jesus they would receive it, resulting in full joy. This joy would come because we realize that we are being heard, which affirms for us our value before God. It also builds our faith that God is real. To ask in Jesus’ name means to ask according to His will and for His glory, not ours. While Jesus was there they didn’t have to ask the Father in His name because He was taking care of them; now, though, we walk by faith, which means we pray to the Father in the name of Jesus for our needs and requests. So, prayer is one of the greatest ways that we fully mature in our faith. 

	9. From 16:25-28 how was Jesus speaking to the disciples and how would this change (v25)? How would the prayer process change and why (v26-27)? What did He declare (v28)? 
	Jesus had been speaking to the disciples in “figures of speech” (from a Greek word that translates the Hebrew, “mashal”, which includes a variety of literary devices that employ indirect meaning, like metaphors), or rather obscure, indirect language. Possibly He had done this to pique their interest so that when He told them directly, they would really understand, as well as appreciate the difference. This shows us that even though God/Jesus/the Holy Spirit never changes, His methodology does sometimes change depending on the current spiritual era. While Jesus was on earth in His unglorified state and the Holy Spirit awaited His permanent descent into believers things were much more unclear. Now that Jesus has risen and the Spirit is present God is able to clearly and directly communicate with us. This also impacted the prayer process; once Jesus was glorified the Father began granting requests in the name of Jesus rather waiting on His Son to ask in behalf of the believer. The reason is that the Father loves not only His Son, but also those who love His Son and believe that He came forth from the Father. Finally, Jesus told them in summary that He had come forth from the Father and into the world, but that He was now leaving the world again and going back to the Father. 

	10. Using 16:29-33 what did the disciples finally “get” (v29-20)? What was Jesus’ response (v31) and why (v32)? What was His purpose in saying all of this to them (v33)? 
	When Jesus said this, the disciples finally understood that He was “going back home”. They acknowledged that He knew all things and had no need for anyone to question (examine) Him about His declarations. They went on to say that His words had convinced them that He came from God. He countered this assertion of faith by asking if they “now believed”, questioning the truth of their statement, although not necessarily their sincerity. They might have thought they believed but He revealed to them that the hour had already come when they would all scatter to their own homes, leaving Jesus alone. He knew, though, that He was not really alone because the Father was with Him. He went on to tell them that He had spoken all these things to them that in Him they might have peace. He then declared that “in the world you have tribulation”; but they were to take courage because He has overcome the world. Jesus wanted them to know two things: 1) life is difficult when we live for Jesus and 2) because He has overcome the world we can have courage and find peace in Him. 

	11. Review John 15:18-16:33. Identify the ways that Jesus encouraged His disciples regarding their fear of coming trouble. What trouble are you facing and how can you apply this to your life? 
	Jesus encouraged His disciples first by revealing that they were going to experience persecution and trouble because of their identification with Him; they were not to take it personal. In fact some would persecute them because they thought they were serving God. He also let them know again that the Holy Spirit would be with them to bear witness to Him, to help them (He is called that twice), and to guide them into the truth. He then let them know that although things were going to be bad, that their sorrow would be turned to joy in a little while. He promised them answered prayer, not just because He loved them, but because the Father loved them. Finally, He told them that they would desert Him, but He would not be alone because the Father was with Him. In light of all these things when they had tribulation they were to take courage in Jesus and find peace in Him because He had overcome the world. 


