Deuteronomy 18-21 Daily Study Questions – Truth, Justice, and God’s Ways
The Big Idea: If we will value God’s truth and justice, His ways will permeate every aspect of our culture. 
	I. Demanding Truth (18)
	Key Idea: For God’s ways to be preserved the truth He spoke through His prophets alone must be followed. 

	1. Look at Deuteronomy 18:1-8. What was the “portion” of the Levites (v1, 2, 3, 4)? Why (v5)? What principle does this show? What could they choose (v6-7) and what were they promised (v8)? 
	The Levites had no tangible portion or inheritance like the rest of Israel’s tribes. Instead, they ate their prescribed part of the Lord’s offerings by fire (sometimes the shoulder and cheeks and stomach, or breast and thigh, sometimes the whole animal), the first fruits of the grain, wine, oil, and first shearing of the sheep, and His portion (like the grain, oil, and wine offerings that were added to the meat offerings). This shows that those who have deemed the Lord’s will to be vocational service to Him are to be provided for by those to whom they minister (as Paul said 1 Cor 9:13-14). They aren’t required to receive it (1 Cor 9:15) but it is the principle that God has established. The Levites, as with vocational ministers, have been chosen by God to stand and serve other Jews/believers, so they are to be taken care of. The Levite was also given the opportunity to live near the central sanctuary that God had appointed and was to eat equal portions with the Levites who were already there. 

	2. From 18:9-14 what “things” was Israel to refuse (v9)? Identify and define these nine things (v10-11)? How is the seriousness of this seen (v12-14)? Apply. 
	Israel was not to “learn” any of the detestable things that the nations around them practiced, things all related to their false worship. They were not to make the son or daughter pass through the fire, a practice designed to secure the favor of certain gods, and were not to engage in divination. This comes from the idea “to divide”, so it was the practice of examining (dividing, discerning) certain things (like the erratic movements of a divining rod) to determine a future course of events. Witchcraft, the “craft” of casting spells on people through demonic activity, was forbidden, and sorcerers were not permitted. These attempted to control things around them through “signs”. Sorcerers assumed that role, while witchcraft could be learned and practiced by anyone. Interpreting omens was forbidden because it was an attempt to discern the future by assuming supernatural forces were behind certain things (like the movement of birds) – unlike weather forecasting or examining trends in the stock market which are both based on factual data. Casting spells – employing the work of demons to influence certain events - was not to be learned, nor were practices relating to the dead – mediums, who were supposedly mouthpieces for departed spirits, spiritists who communicated with departed spirits, or those who consulted the dead as if they were still alive. In reality this was all the work of demons. All of these practices are attempts to control others through superior knowledge or supernatural power, and most relate to foretelling the future. Man has an insatiable desire to know what will happen so that he can control it, while God simply wants man to do the righteous things that set up God’s preferred future and trust that future to Him. That is why it is so dangerous to engage in such activities; they give us the illusion that we can control things around us that are actually out of our control, and they lead us away from dependence on God. That is why He “hates” (detests) these things and will eventually destroy a culture that gives themselves to the pursuit of them. 

	3. Using 18:15-22 who was Israel to follow (v15) and why (v16, 17-18, 19)? What was the test of a true prophet (v20, 21-22) and how were they to treat a false prophet (v20, 22)? 
	Instead of following those who were in league with pagan demonism Israel was to follow God’s prophets. They spoke the truth of God which would direct the lives of His people into the future He planned for them. The giving of prophets was God’s response to their not wanting to speak directly to Him because of their fear. God said that He would raise up prophets who would speak His words and they were obligated to listen and obey. The ultimate prophet who would arise was Jesus Himself, who was even greater than Moses. If the prophet spoke when God didn’t tell him to speak, or if he spoke with the authority (in the name) of other gods, he was a false prophet and was to be put to death. A third way they would know if the prophet was false was if any sign he predicted did not occur; one hundred percent accuracy was required. If a sign he predicted did not occur they were not to be afraid of anything he said. 

	II. Insuring Justice (19)
	Key Idea: The intrinsic value of each person must be protected with justice if God’s ways are to permeate a society. 

	4. In Deut 19:1-13 what did God command (v1-2, 3, 7, 8-9) and for what purpose (v4-6, 10, 13)? What were they not for (v11-13)? 
	Those who killed someone without malice were to be protected by cities of refuge in Israel. Three were to be designated on the eastern side of the Jordan, and three on the western side. Apparently God was telling them to set up three more if their territory expanded because of their obedience to him. Not only were the cities to be designated, but roads were to be built to them and they were to be in various parts of their land so there was access by anyone. The point was that everyone would receive protection from blood vengeance and be able to live if the bloodshed was unintentional. However, those who killed with malice were to be extradited from these cities and put to death by the blood avenger. They were not meant to harbor criminals. These two approaches would keep the land pure from defiling bloodshed. 

	5. Based on 19:14-21 what to instances of injustice were prohibited (v14, 15-16)? How do these relate? How was a false witness to be discovered (v16-18) and punished (v19-21)? 
	Another area of justice was that of legal boundaries. God had given each family in every tribe a permanent piece of land. This was not to be moved by anyone, but was rather to remain and pass down from generation to generation. In addition the boundary of personal justice was not to be violated. A person could not decide to cast a false accusation against another and be considered authoritative without the testimony of another. Each person was thus able to maintain their integrity unless the facts said otherwise. This is another way of stating the principle that a person is innocent until proven guilty. Without this we would all be extremely vulnerable to malicious slanderers. This was reinforced by the punishment due a false witness; if they were judged by the priests to have given false witness after a hearing and thorough investigation of the evidence they were to receive the same punishment that the person they falsely accused would have received. 

	III. Expanding God’s Ways                    (20-21)
	Key Idea: We must be willing to fight courageously for God’s ways if they are to transform our lives and culture. 

	6. Read 20:1-9. What attitude for war was needed (v1-3, 8) and why (v4)? What “rules” reinforced this (v5, 6, 7, 8, 9)? Summarize the principle for doing battle against the enemy. 
	There was to be absolutely no fear when approaching battle because the Lord Himself would go before them and fight for them. Anyone who was fearful to any extent was to stay at home because their lack of courage would infect others (as it had when the ten spies brought back an evil report). That is why anyone who had a reason to stay at home was to do so because everyone in the battle had to be fully committed. Four situations would exempt a man from battle – if he had built a new house but not lived in it, if he had planted a vineyard but not drunk of its wine, if he was engaged but had not yet married, or if he was “faint-hearted”. In each of these situations the person would not be completely focused on the battle, so they would be unable to fully give their hearts to it. God also gave them commanders over the armies who would lead the way in this mindset; they weren’t just “on their own” but were inspired and held accountable by their leaders. We must follow this principle as we do battle against the enemy – no fear or distraction must be allowed as we must give ourselves completely to the battle at hand. We must leave it all out on the field for the cause of Christ in His battle against Satan.  

	7. Using 20:10-20 how was Israel to approach war in general (v10-11, 12-15, 19-20)? How were they to specifically deal with Canaanites (v16-17) and why (v18)? 
	Israel was to pursue a minimum of bloodshed when they approached far away cities other than the Canaanites. They were first to offer peace, and fight only if the city declared war on them. They were to then kill all the men but were allowed to keep the rest (women, children, possessions) as spoils of war. In the cities of their inheritance, the Canaanite towns, they were to annihilate them, utterly destroying everything, so that they wouldn’t imitate any of their detestable practices. However, they were not to destroy the trees, other than those good only for building siege works against a town. 

	8. From 21:1-9 how was Israel to deal with the dead who were discovered (v1, 2, 3-4, 5, 6-7, 8)? What would this accomplish (v9)? 
	When dead bodies were discovered in open fields without knowing who did it the city nearest the corpse was to offer a sacrifice for him. This was to be a heifer that had not been yoked; it was to be taken down to a valley with running water that had not been plowed or sown and their neck broken. The elders were then to come together with the priests and wash their hands over the heifer, saying that they did not know or were responsible for what had happened. They were then to ask forgiveness and ask the blood guiltiness to be removed from them and their land. Thus they would be free from the guilt of innocent blood.

	9. According to 21:10-17 how were wives as the spoil of war to be treated (v10-11, 12-13, 14) and the sons of a man with two wives (v15, 16-17)? How did this value women? 
	When a man saw a woman in the town they had conquered that he desired as a wife he was to treat her with respect. Although her head was to be shaved, her nails trimmed and her clothes burned with fire, she was permitted to mourn for a month over her lost family. Then, she could be taken as a wife. If her husband, however, became displeased with her he was still to treat her well because he had humbled her. He was not to sell her for money, but to let her go freely. Similarly, if a man had two wives and loved the one less that had his firstborn son he was not to mistreat him (or her). He was to honor the rights of the firstborn regardless of his feelings because it was right in God’s eyes. This would affirm the value of women because they would not lose their rights at the whim of their husband. 

	10. In 21:18-23 who was to be executed (v18, 20) and by whose testimony (v19-20)? Who was to do it (v21)? What does this teach? What further rule was given regarding capital punishment and why (v22-23)? 
	If a family had a son who was rebellious and stubborn, as evidenced by his being a glutton and a drunkard, he was to be brought before the elders of the city by his parents and stoned by all the men of the city. This would cause all Israel to hear and be afraid of such actions, insuring that such evil would be removed from them. This law shows that parents are responsible for the actions of their children – but also that their children’s actions affect everyone around them. So, they must be dealt with decisively if they are behaving in such a way to tear down a society. Another boundary that God instructed was that anyone who was executed by hanging was not to be left on the tree overnight but was to be buried. The reason is that the person hanging on a tree was cursed by God (Jesus became a curse for us when He hung on the cross) and they were to be out of sight as soon as possible out of respect for God.  

	11. Summarize how Deut 18-21 promotes truth (18), justice (19), and God’s way of dealing with evil (20-21). How can you apply this to your life? 
	Only God’s truth is the really the truth. The world devises ways to come up with their version of the truth, but it only leads to bondage to evil forces. God’s truth comes through His spokesmen, His prophets, which we have in His Word and through anyone who speaks from His Word. This is the test of a true prophet, one who speaks according to God’s word, and whose advice results in God’s ways. Justice is preserved when the innocent are protected by fair trials and factual evidence and when the actual criminals are brought to justice. Truth and justice acting together allow for a way of life that glorifies God; the worth and dignity of human beings is upheld. Furthermore, when spiritual war is conducted according to God’s will it stamps out evil and promotes unity among His people. It requires wholehearted commitment and faith. It is a war that protects the human rights of all, including the disadvantaged, and punishes rebellion even in children. It also insures that innocent bloodshed is purged from a people and land. Each of us must pursue God’s truth, must strive for justice for all, and must wage spiritual warfare against the enemy’s attempts to devalue human life and human rights wherever that occurs. We don’t just live for ourselves – we are our brothers’ keepers. 


