1 Corinthians 5-6 - Daily Study Questions – An Inside Job

The Big Idea: It is our responsibility to deal decisively with sin in the church, by confronting the offender, and by refusing to let it destroy our unity or take over our lives. 
	I. Discipline the Insiders (5:1-13)
	Key Idea: It is the church’s responsibility to remove unrepentant believers from their midst for the good of all and for God’s glory. 

	1. Read 1 Cor 5:1-2. What had Paul been told (v1) and how bad was it (v1)? What did this mean? How had the church reacted (v2) and what should have been their emotional and physical response (v2)? 
	It had been heard that there was immorality in the church, and of a kind that even the Gentiles (outsiders in the world) didn’t engage in. The relationship was that of sexual relations between a son and his step-mother, a practice that was condemned even by Roman law. Because the discipline is not to be exercised against the woman suggests that she was not a believer, but the man, who was a member of the church, was. The church had become puffed up (normally translated “arrogant”) and done nothing, maybe due to a false view of Christian liberty. They should have instead mourned over the sin and removed the man from their midst, as Jesus had directed in Matt 18:15-17. 

	2. From 5:3-5 how had Paul responded (v3)? What did he direct them to do (v4) and with what authority (v4)? To what did this equate (v5) and why did Paul tell them to do it (v5)? 
	Paul responded by passing judgment on him for his sin as though he were present. He directed them when they were assembled in the Name of the Lord Jesus and with His power (and with Paul present in spirit) to deliver (hand over as a criminal) him to Satan for the destruction of his flesh so that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. The idea is that when church discipline takes place a person is placed back into the world, the domain of Satan. This should cause them to want to repent and return to the fellowship. The idea of the destruction of the flesh is the physical discipline that the Lord sometimes brings on His people, such as sickness and/or death (1 Cor 11:29-32; Acts 5:1-11), in order to save them eternally. Sometimes the death of a wayward believer is God’s grace to them, delivering them from their misery in this life. Thus, church discipline is for the good of the unrepentant believer, not retributive punishment. 

	3. From 5:6-8 how had they treated this situation (v6) and why was this bad (v6)? What were they told to do (v7, 8) and why (v7, 8)? Put this in your own words.
	The Corinthians had apparently boasted over their liberality and tolerance regarding this situation, but this was a mistake due to the fact that the influence of such evil would spread throughout the church. They were instead to clean out the old leaven (of evil) so that they might be a new lump, unsullied by sin, since they had been made clean by the Word. This would be their way of celebrating the true Passover, Christ – not with the old leaven of malice (which they had towards each other) and wickedness (as exhibited by this man’s evil) – but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. This may be an allusion to their celebration of the Lord’s supper with purity, a subject addressed later in this letter, or it may be an allusion to the continual communion we have with Christ as we worship Him in repentance. Thus, we must celebrate Christ’s work for us on the cross and His grace with lives that sincerely seek to obey Him and honor Him, refusing to hold onto malice or sin. 

	4. In 1 Cor 5:9-13 what had Paul written (9), but what did he not mean and why (v10, 13)? What did he really mean and why (v11-12)? How does Paul’s quote in v13 (Deut 13:5, 21:21, 22:21) reveal the necessity of this? 
	Related to the subject of associations with immoral people in the church, Paul revisits his instruction in a previous letter (which we don’t have) that they should not associate with immoral people. He clarifies that he didn’t mean with such people outside the church because then they could not live in the world. He meant that they were not to associate with a so-called (onomazo, “in name”) brother who was immoral, covetous, an idolater, reviler, drunkard or swindler – they were not even to eat with such a person. Again, the idea is not for punishment, but to wake them up and encourage them to return to the fold in repentance. It was also to retain the purity of the church. The church is not to pass judgment on those on the outside – God will do this, but they must do so on those who are inside, who claim to be believers and members of the church. So, the responsibility of the church is to “remove the wicked man from among you”. This is a quote from at least four passages in Deuteronomy and the idea is the same there as here – to keep the people of God pure before God and before the watching world. Also, sin that goes unchecked will eventually take over and subject everyone to the judgment of God. 

	II. Decide Against Lawsuits                         (6:1-11)
	Key Idea: Mediators in church rather than judges in the world should be able to settle differences between church members. 

	5. Based on 6:1-3 what were the Corinthians doing wrong (v1) and why was this foolish (v2, 3)? What does this mean that Christians should be able to do?  
	The Corinthians first were taking legal cases before the world’s courts instead of keeping these disputes within the church. This was absurd to Paul because, as he had probably taught them when the church was founded, they would judge the world along with Christ (see Rev 2:26-27, 3:21), and would judge the fallen angels with Him. If they were going to render such weighty decisions then, it certainly made sense to rely on the Lord and make mundane decisions now. Thus, the admonition is that Christians should mediate their disputes within the church rather than going to court outside the church to settle differences. 

	6. Using 6:4-8 what should Christians not do (v6)? What should occur instead (v4-5)? What is the bigger problem (v7, 8)? How do you think the world views this?  
	Christians should not allow unbelieving judges of “no account” (no wisdom or authority) to decide their legal differences. Rather they should find wise men among them who could mediate such disputes with the principles found in God’s Word. The bigger problem they had was their unwillingness to give up their rights for the sake of the fellowship of the church and the gospel. As Paul said it was worth the sacrifice to be wronged or defrauded (they actually were doing this to each other), since the things of this life are very insignificant compared to the brotherhood and eternity. When the world sees Christians first quarreling, and then suing one another, they are unimpressed with the gospel and the power of the Lord Jesus. If things of this world matter so much then it would appear that Christians really don’t believe that the world to come is real. They will know we are Christians by our love for one another, but when we are unwilling to sacrifice for each other this argument from mutual love is undermined. 

	7. From 6:9-11 who won’t inherit the kingdom of God (v9-10) and how does this relate to 6:7-8? Even though we still sin, who are we really (v11)? What’s the difference? 
	The unrighteous (those not declared right by faith) will not inherit the kingdom of God. The evidence of their unrighteous standing before God is their habitual practice of fornication, idolatry, adultery, effeminate (by perversion – men intentionally acting like women or vice versa), homosexuality, stealing, covetousness, drunkenness, reviling, or swindling. This is who they still are. Christians do act this way occasionally, but they are known to be these different categories of sinners. They used to be, but now Christians are washed (by the Word – Eph 5:26; John 15:3), sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. Even though they still sin, it is no longer who they are. Paul’s point here is that lawsuits, which often are based on the desire to get what others have is evidence of covetousness. If we are that kind of people (not just commit the sin occasionally) then we have never been washed, sanctified and justified. 

	III. Devote Your Bodies (6:12-20)
	Key Idea: Since our bodies are the Lord’s we must not dishonor them by engaging in sexual activity outside of marriage. 

	8. In 6:12-14 what are Christians free to do (v12), but what 2 limits should we observe (v12)? What is the body for (v13) and not for (v13)? What will happen to both (v13, 14)? 
	Christians are free to do anything since we are no longer “under” the law as a basis for righteousness – we can’t “lose” our salvation since Christ has paid the penalty for our sin. The question, though, is whether the practice is profitable (adds anything beneficial to me and others) or whether we are enslaved by the practice. In short, we should do only those things that edify us spiritually and don’t enslave us. Food is one example of this; just because I can eat whatever I want (Paul probably is thinking about meat sacrificed to idols) since food is for the body and the body for food, it doesn’t mean I should since both in their present form will be abolished (the body will be raised by the Lord in a new, glorified state). In contrast the body is not for immorality (although it is made for sex within marriage), but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body. This is the foundational truth that explains why it is wrong to misuse the body by engaging in illicit sex. In other words because the body is for the Lord, anything we do in it is sacred, whether sex, eating, breathing, exercising, talking, etc. 

	9. According to 6:15-17 who are our bodies joined to (v15, 17) so what does that prohibit (v15)? Why (v16)? 
	As believers our bodies are joined to Christ by His Spirit, thus prohibiting us from engaging in sex with prostitutes (or outside of marriage period). The reason the specific idea of prostitution was raised by Paul is that at Corinth they engaged in sexual acts during worship at the temple to Aphrodite at Acro-Corinth (the worship shrine on a hill outside the city). This cultic activity was prevalent throughout the Greek world, but especially prevalent at Corinth. Paul’s point is that whenever we engage in sex we have joined ourselves to that person in a mystical sense, based on Gen 2:24. There is a bonding that takes place in sex that does not occur with any other sin – it alters our lives significantly, so that we sin against our own bodies (literally “bodies”, not “ourselves”). Thus, it should be unthinkable and repugnant that a believer would become one with a prostitute when he is already one with Christ. 

	10. Read 6:18-20. What are we commanded (v18) and why is this so important (v18, 19)? What is our purpose, and to whom do we belong (v19, 20)? What does this mean (v20)?
	We are commanded to flee immorality because of our relationship with the Lord and because of the effect it has on our bodies. Paul reminds them that each of them (the pronoun “you” is singular here, whereas it was plural in 3:16) is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in them. This is from God – it is His purpose for us – so that we are not our own. We are not free to treat the temple of the Holy Spirit like we want to because God has a divine purpose for it. Rather, because we have been bought with a price – the blood of Christ – we belong to Him. Thus, we should glorify God in our bodies since we are His possession. 

	11 Looking back over 1 Cor 5-6 why should the church confront blatant sin in its midst and refuse to engage in lawsuits? What should we do instead? What should be our conviction regarding sexual immorality and why? 
	The church must confront blatant sin in its midst because it dishonors God and weakens our testimony in the eyes of the world. Furthermore, it is uncaring towards the one who is allowed to continue in it since discipline is ultimately designed to restore the offender. When unchecked this evil will also permeate and infect the entire fellowship. In the area of lawsuits Christians should not sue each other in court, but settle their differences before those appointed in the church to mediate these cases. Actually, it would be preferable if differences never got to the point that they couldn’t be resolved between the two parties since things of this world should not be allowed to create division in the Body. This is often just a sign of greed, of wanting what I want, regardless of who it hurts. In the third area that Paul addressed in these chapters, that of sexual immorality, Christians’ bodies are to be devoted to the Lord and sex must be engaged solely within the bounds of marriage. Otherwise it joins it brings the sexually immoral person into the close presence of Christ and thus is offensive. It also violates the individual who engages in it if it is done outside the limits of marriage. The impact of sexual sin is in a category all its own – it has a much greater effect on us than any other sin. We must not play around with it. 


