Deuteronomy 12-17 Daily Study Questions – Straight Up
The Big Idea: For people to be whole and unified there must be no hidden agendas in spiritual, financial or social areas, and relationships must have the highest value.
	I. Spiritual Integrity (12:1-14:21)
	Key Idea: Spiritual integrity is demonstrated by worshiping the Lord as He directs and submitting to Him in every area of our lives

	1. Look at Deuteronomy 12:1-14. What was the focus of these verses (v5, 8, 13-14) and how would this occur (v2-4, 5-7, 9-12)? 
	The focus of these verses was to lead Israel to sacrifice to the Lord in the place(s) that He appointed, rather than wherever they wanted to (every man doing what is right in his own eyes). The typical approach would have been to offer sacrifices at the pagan places of worship and God didn’t want to perpetuate this. So, God told them to first destroy all the pagan worship places, tear down their altars, smash their sacred pillars, burn their Asherim with fire, and cut down the engraved images of their gods. Thus, they would obliterate their name from that place (Canaan). They were also to seek God at the place He appointed, bringing their offerings there and eating (peace offerings at the festivals presumably) with their households before the Lord. They were to be sure to include their male and female servants and Levites in these celebrations of God’s goodness. 

	2. From 12:15-32 what was permitted (v15, 20-22) and what was not (v16-18, 19, 23-25)? What were they commanded spiritually (v26-27, 29-31, 32)? Why (v28)? 
	It was fine for Israelites, whether clean and unclean, to slaughter and eat meat that was clean like the deer or gazelle as long as they didn’t eat the blood with it. The tithe of the new grain, or new wine, or new oil, or the first born of their flock were not to be eaten, though, because these were to be part of their worship meal at the central sanctuary. This would serve the purpose also of caring for the Levites. They were commanded to take the holy sacrifices (that they had set apart to Him) and votive (vow) offerings to the sanctuary that the Lord had appointed. They were also to avoid being ensnared by the false gods of Canaan, even though they would be curious about their “power” (sort of like we are with the supernatural) and want to find out how to “worship” them. So, they were to destroy them and to be sure to follow every command the Lord gave them. If they did this it would go well with them and their sons forever because they were doing what was right in God’s eyes. 

	3. Using 13:1-18 what 3 influences could lead someone into idolatry (v1, 6, 12-13) and how would each occur (v2, 6-7, 13)? How was each to be treated (v3-5; 8-11; 14-17)? Why (v17-18)? Apply. 
	A false prophet or dreamer could come on the scene, employing signs or miracles that would lead people into idolatry. Because he would be counseling “rebellion” against the Lord, encouraging the people to follow other gods, the people were not to listen to him, but put him to death. This evil was to be purged from them. God would allow this situation as a test to see if they truly loved Him and would fear Him, keep His commandments, serve Him and cling to Him. In the second “test” a member of one’s most trusted circle – brother, step-brother, son, daughter, wife, or friend – might secretly entice them to serve other “unknown” gods. They were not to yield to them, listen to them, or have pity on them. They were to be killed, with the one being enticed throwing the first stone to kill them. This would cause all Israel to be “on notice” when they heard of this, so that anyone else would be afraid to do this. Lastly, if an entire city was seduced by a group of worthless men among them Israel was to utterly destroy its inhabitants, along with the cattle they had. Then they were to gather all their belongings in the middle of the town and burn the city and its booty as a whole burnt offering to the Lord, thus ruining it forever. This would cause God’s burning anger to turn from Israel and He would rather cause them to increase. These were all stringent measures, but it shows just how crucial it is to purge evil from an individual’s life, or from their family or city. We must not play around with evil but stop it dead in its tracks, no matter where it comes from. It is tempting to follow miracles, one’s family, or a whole society, but we must remain true to the Lord. 

	4. In Deut 14:1-21 what prohibitions were given (v1, 3, 7-8, 10, 12-19, 21) and why (v2, 21)? What was permitted (v4-6, 9, 11, 20)? 
	Israel was not to cut themselves or shave their foreheads because these were pagan rituals for the dead. They were not to eat anything unclean, whether land animals, fish, or birds, nor anything that died of itself. An alien or foreigner could eat of it. Furthermore they were not to boil a kid in its mother’s milk because it was a pagan ritual. The reason is that they were holy people to the Lord, chosen by Him as a people for His own possession out of all the nations of the earth. It was fine to eat clean animals, fish and birds though. Although we are not today under these same dietary rules God was taking care of them by prohibiting certain unhealthy foods. 

	II. Financial Integrity                     (14:22-15:23)
	Key Idea: Financial integrity is shown when we understand that our resources are a gift from the Lord by which to bless others. 

	5. Based on 14:22-29 what was the 1st priority of material increase (v22, 23, 24-26, 27)? What other tithe was necessary (v28)? Why were these both important (v23, 29)? 
	Israel was to tithe (give 10%) of all their produce each year, and then in the third year bring an additional tithe of the produce. This would be a tithe of their grain, wine, oil, and first-born of their herds or flocks. This would teach them to fear the Lord (respect Him first) always. Also, this would allow them worship the Lord by eating it before Him at the appointed place of worship and it would provide for the Levites; this would enable them to protect the ability of Israel to worship before the Lord in an acceptable manner. The other reason for the third year tithe was to provide for the alien, orphan, widow and Levite among them that had no portion or inheritance among Israel. If they did this the Lord would bless them in their work. 

	6. Read 15:1-11. What was to occur every 7 years (v1-2) and for whom (v3)? What was the ideal (v4-5, 6) and the reality (v11)? How were they to treat the poor (v7-8, 9-11)? Apply. 
	At the end of every seven years debts held by Israelites were to be forgiven, although a foreigner still was obligated for his. This was to insure that there would be no “poor” among them; this didn’t mean that no one would be poor, but that the poor would not be stranded without resources to survive. This would be provided by Israelites who did have money, because they were to be compassionate towards their poor countrymen. If they listened to these “financial” commands they would not be a debtor nation, but rather would be the lender, enabling them to rule over rather than serve other nations. The ideal economic state of Israel would be that no poor would be among them, but the reality was that there would always be poor people in the land. So, they were to have open hearts towards them and were to be generous towards them. They were not to even consider how near the seventh year was when giving a “loan” to a poor brother. If the need was present they were to generously share to meet their needs. If they took this approach the Lord would bless them in their work and projects. 

	7. Using 15:12-23 how were Hebrew slaves to be honored (v12, 13-14, 18) and why (v15)? What was the slave’s option (v16-17)? How was God to be honored in sacrifices (v19-23)?
	Hebrew slaves were to be treated with respect; just like Hebrews in poverty (often these two were related since most became slaves to liquidate their debt). They were to serve six years and then be released; furthermore they were not to be sent away empty-handed, but furnished with livestock, grain, and wine. This would be done as a reminder that all Israelites had been slaves at one time, but had been released from Egyptian bondage by the Lord. Some slaves might choose to remain as “bond-servants”, but all who did not choose this option were to be freely released by their master with the understanding that they had benefited from their service for six years without pay. Again, if they did this the Lord would bless them in all they did. Another sacrifice that Israel was called to make was the devotion of their first-born males of their herds or flocks to the Lord. They were not to be worked or sheared, but simply given to the Lord as sacrifices to be eaten in acts of worship. Only clean animals without the blood could be offered and eaten, though. 

	III. Social Integrity (16-17)
	Key Idea: When people have a common cause, experience consistent justice and have equal value their society will be unified.

	8. From 16:1-17 outline the features and purpose of the 3 annual feasts (v1-8, 9-12, 13-17). Where were they to be held (v5-6, 15-16)? What was the value of this? 
	In the month of Abib the feast of Passover and Unleavened Bread were to be held. The Passover lamb would be sacrificed and bread without leaven would be eaten for the six following days, with the seventh being a sabbath celebration to the Lord. This would remind them of the affliction they suffered in Egypt since they were left in such a hurry. The Passover was to be sacrificed and eaten at the place the Lord appointed. Seven weeks later the Feast of Weeks (“Firstfruits” and “Pentecost” were alternate names) was to be celebrated, which corresponded to seven weeks after they began the spring harvest. It would be celebrated with a freewill offering from their produce at the place the Lord appointed to establish His name; everyone living in the towns was to celebrate it. This was again to remind them of Egypt, that they had been a slave there, and that now everyone had been freed to serve the Lord. Finally, the Feast of Booths (Ingathering) was to be celebrated seven days after the fall harvest by everyone in their towns as a time of joy over the blessing of the Lord. It, too, was to be celebrated at the place the Lord appointed. Thus the males of Israel were to appear before the Lord three times a year with an offering at the place the Lord had appointed to establish His name. In the end this was Jerusalem, but in the beginning of their settlement it was at various places in the land. The value of this was first to unite Israel since they were a confederation of tribes for many years before they had a human king; it also bound them together by their mutual worship of the Lord. 

	9. According to 16:18-17:13 how was justice (v18-20, 17:6-7, 8-11, 12-13) and spiritual purity (16:21-22, 17:1, 2-5) to be maintained in Canaan? What 2 relationships would this protect? 
	Justice in Israel was maintained through the appointment of judges and officers in every town who would render binding decisions in disputes. They would not distort justice through partiality, which could go occur towards the poor or the rich, or through taking of bribes. They would pursue justice and only justice that they might live in and possess the land God was giving to them. Requiring that evidence be considered valid only when corroborated two or more eyewitnesses would help this occur, and when the witnesses themselves had to throw the first stone. If cases were too difficult to decide in each town they were directed to take it to the Levitical priest or judge in office, who would be the final authority. Once the decision was given they were bound to follow it exactly; otherwise they were to be executed. Purity was to be maintained by refusing to plant pagan Asherah trees beside the altar of the Lord or by not setting up pagan sacred pillars. Furthermore, they were not to offer defective sacrifices to the Lord and they were not to permit the report of pagan worship by anyone without investigating it, and then putting them to death if the allegations were proven true. These standards would protect their relationships with one another and with the Lord. 

	10. In 17:14-20 what did God know would happen in the land (v14) and what standards did He set (v15, 16-17, 18-19)? What would these accomplish (v16, 17, 19, 20)? 
	The Lord knew that Israel would one day want a human king (which was essentially a rejection of Him as their king) so He gave them rules relating to this. First, the king had to be one of their countrymen, and he could not multiply horses, multiply wives, or increase greatly gold and silver for himself. The amassing of horses would tempt the people to return to Egypt which was the resource for this, and that in turn would violate God’s command to them to never again return that way. The increase of wives would lead the king towards worshiping false gods since each one would have their unique brand of worship.  Finally, the king was to write for himself a copy of the law for himself that would be with him. He was to read it everyday so that he would learn to fear the Lord by observing carefully all of its statutes. Thus, the king would not have his heart lifted above his countrymen and he would not turn aside from God’s commandments. This would lead to him and his sons living long in the kingdom. 

	11. Look back over Deut 12-17. How would these statutes promote spiritual integrity (12:1-14:21), financial integrity (14:22-15:23), and social integrity (16:1-17:20)? 
	When Israel refused to worship foreign gods by destroying their worship places, followed the instruction to bring the holy sacrifices to God’s appointed place and refused to listen to anyone who led them to follow idols they were becoming pure in the devotion to the Lord. The problem Israel had throughout their years was worshiping the Lord as God, but also worshiping lesser gods just to “cover the bases”. This lacked spiritual integrity, but that would be solved if they made no place for idolatry in their regular practices. Their financial integrity would be promoted as they insured that debts would be released every seven years and that they poor were cared for. No one would be in oppressive financial bondage or be kept that way since everyone was to care for everyone else. This even applied to slaves who were extremely valuable for production. People would be valued more than things, and that is the basis for financial integrity. There would be no duplicity in that area. Finally, social integrity would be maintained because they would share common worship experiences three times a year. Also, justice would be upheld and no one would be able to pervert it secretly because this standard was to be upheld by all against anyone who violated it. Even the king would be “one of them”; everyone would be considered of equal value in God’s kingdom. So, society would be unified because people were valued and justice would prevail. 


