Study Questions for Jeremiah 7-12

The Big Idea: When God’s people turn away from God they will have to suffer the consequences, so we must speak truth in love to them. 
	I. A Superficial Approach (7:1-8:17)
	Key Idea: When we trust in externals and refuse to genuinely repent, we invite God’s discipline. 

	1. Look at Jer 7:1-15. In what was Judah trusting (v4, 8-10) and why was this bad (v10-11)? Apply. What should they have done (v5-7) and what would God do if they didn’t (v12-15)? 
	Judah was trusting in their frequent attendance at the temple, the place where God had chosen to place His name and to watch over (see 1 Kings 9:1-3). They believed that they could do whatever evil they wanted and if they went to the temple that they would be delivered from any attack. This was bad because they were essentially turning the temple into a hideout for their evil ways, much like a band of thieves hides out in a back room. As Jesus pointed out when He overturned the tables of the money-changers, the temple was meant to be a house of prayer for all the nations, not a place to protect evil people from the consequences of their actions. They were turning the temple into a place for hypocrites, much like we do when we live for Satan all week long, and then go to church on Sundays, thinking that will make God happy with us. Instead of acting like this Judah (and we) should have amended their ways by practicing justice with their neighbors, by not oppressing the alien, orphan, or widow (the helpless), by not shedding innocent blood, and by not following after false gods. If they didn’t begin to do these things God would allow His temple, in which they trusted, to be destroyed and He would cast them out of His sight, just as He had Israel to the north. He had given them numerous opportunities to repent, and now the time for consequences had come. 

	2. In 7:16-34 what had God done for Israel (v22-23, 25) and how had they responded (v17-19, 24, 26, 30-31)? How was Jeremiah to act (v16, 27-28) and what would God do (v20, 28-29, 32-34)?
	God had not commanded Israel to give Him sacrifices when they came out of Egypt, but He did command them to be obedient – this was the first priority – so that it would be well with them. Furthermore, He had reiterated this message through His prophets from early in the morning each day. Their response was idolatry, involving the whole family, with children gathering wood, the fathers kindling the fire, and the women making cakes to the “queen of heaven”; they also poured out libations to other gods in order to spite God. They also stubbornly refused to be obedient, went backward rather than forward in their relationship with Him, would not listen to God through His prophets, and did more evil than their fathers. They had even placed idols in the temple of the Lord and had built the high places to Topheth in the valley of Hinnom so that they could burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to the heinous idol. Because of this evil God told Jeremiah to not pray for them, but to speak to them to call them to turn from their sin; he was then to declare that they had not obeyed God’s voice or accepted His correction, and that truth had perished and had been cut off from their mouths. God’s would respond in anger to them, with unquenchable judgment, and would reject this “generation of His wrath”. Their valley of Hinnom would become the valley of the Slaughter and their bodies would be buried there because there was no other place to bury them (all the regular graves were taken). All joy would cease from the streets of the city because no one would be left and the land would become a ruin. 

	3. From 8:1-17 what did Judah refuse (v5-7)? What was their attitude (v8-9, 10-12) and what would God do (v10, 12, 13-17)? 
	Judah refused to repent, but chose instead to remain in continual apostasy (to stand away from God) and hold fast to deceit. They had heard God’s evaluation of their behavior and instead of repenting charged forward on their path of evil. Their attitude was that they were wise and that the law of the Lord was with them, but in reality they were greedy for gain, deceitful, superficial in their answers by saying “peace, peace” when there was really no peace, and were so unashamed that they had even forgotten how to blush. As a result God would give their wives to others, their fields to new owners, would allow them to fall, would cause them to be snatched away from their homeland, would cause all prosperity to cease, and allow them to be bitten by the foreign powers. 

	II. A Sad Assessment (8:18-11:8)
	Key Idea: Sin in ourselves and others makes us sad if our hearts are one with God’s. 

	4. Using 8:18-9:11 how did Jeremiah feel (v18, 20-22, 9:1, 10)? Why (8:19, 9:2, 3-6, 7-9, 11)? How can we follow his example? 
	Jeremiah’s sorrow was so great over the apostasy of and coming judgment on his people that he could hardly survive. He felt there was no hope for the salvation of his people since God would not send someone or come to the rescue as in the past. He would have been happy to cry all the time over the slain of the “daughter of his people” (the dead children of the mothers probably), and to wail on the mountains for the devastation that had been done to the land. The depth of his sadness was due to the sense that the Lord had rejected His people and had departed from them because of their blatant idolatry. Furthermore, Judah had become a treacherous people, intent on adultery, lying, deceit, and evil in general. The overall consequence would be the discipline of the Lord, and Jeremiah knew that it was coming in full force. We, too, should be heartbroken over sin among God’s people and fearful for the discipline of the Lord unless there is repentance. We must do what we can to help God’s people return to Him. 

	5. Based on 9:12-26 who is wise (v12-14, 17-22, 23-24)? What was God’s judgment on Judah and others (v15-16, 22, 25-26)? 
	The wise man understands that negative situations are often the result of God’s law having been forsaken so that His discipline has occurred. He also seeks to encourage these backslidden people to repentance so that God’s discipline will be able to cease. The truly wise man boasts in the Lord rather than might, worldly wisdom, or wealth, and he understands and knows the Lord. He acknowledges that the Lord exercises loving-kindness (covenant faithfulness), justice (doing what is fair for all), and righteousness (His way is always right) on the earth because He delights in these things. God’s judgment on Judah was that He would give them bitter water to drink, exile them among the nations, and annihilate them with the sword in their land; their corpses would fall like dung in the open field with no one around to gather them for burial. In days to come He would punish not only Judah, but all who were uncircumcised in heart – who had not put away their sinful ways – whether in Israel or among the nations of the earth.

	6. According to 10:1-16 why is idolatry foolish (v3-5, 8-9, 11, 14-15) and what is God like (v6-7, 10, 12-13, 16)? 
	Idolatry is foolish because it is a delusion – false gods can’t deliver anyone, so it is foolish to be afraid of them. They are only wood that has been carved and decorated by the hands of a man – they cannot speak, they must be carried – thus they can do no harm. These gods that man worships are actually made by the man who worships them – this is nonsensical. They did not make the heavens and earth, they have no breath, and they will perish like all material things. In contrast the true God is unique in His name and His power; He is the living God and the everlasting king and at His wrath the earth shudders. He made the earth and everything in it, established it by His wisdom, and continues to run it according to sovereign plan. He also has a special relationship to Israel, having made them His inheritance; He is the Lord of [all the heavenly] hosts. 

	7. In 10:17-11:8 what was Jeremiah feeling and why (v19-22, 23-25)? What did God tell him about Judah (11:1-5, 6-8) and how did Jeremiah respond (v5)? 
	Jeremiah felt that his wound was incurable, that his disease would not go away because God had determined judgment on His people. They had destroyed His sacred tent (the tabernacle, the Temple) because there was no one to set it up anymore; the “shepherds” (priests) had become stupid because they had not sought the Lord. Therefore, no one had prospered and their flock had become scattered. This shows the importance of God’s appointed leadership for His people. Jeremiah knew that an evil nation was coming from the north to judge his people, but he couldn’t understand why God was not judging them, too, since they were an evil people. God answered by reminding Jeremiah that His people had broken the covenant they had made with Him when He had delivered them from the iron furnace of Egypt; He then told Jeremiah to remind the people that they had violated the covenant and were now suffering the consequences of that. Jeremiah’s response was simply to say, “Amen”, when he heard this; he knew that God’s Word was good, and it was his people who were to blame. 

	III. A Secure Answer (11:9-12:17)
	Key Idea: God will make us secure from our enemies if we are on His side. 

	8. From 11:9-23 what was Judah’s “conspiracy” (v9-10) and in what would it result (v11-13, 17)? How would Jeremiah be treated (v19-21) and what would God do (22-23)? 
	Judah’s conspiracy was to turn back to the iniquities of their forefathers who refused to hear God’s words. They also had gone back to false gods, and the result would be disaster that they would not be able to escape - God would not hear them (He even told Jeremiah not to pray for them), and their false gods would be unable to deliver them. In the midst of this Jeremiah would be persecuted and threatened by his enemies who would plot against him to seek his life. God promised, however, to punish these enemies – their young men would die by the sword, their children would die by famine, and a remnant would not be left to them. We must always trust God to deal with our enemies in His own way and own time. 

	9. Read 12:1-6. What was Jeremiah’s problem (v1-4)? How did God answer him (v5-6) and what did this mean? Apply. 
	Jeremiah could not understand why the way of the wicked had prospered and they were at ease when he was suffering so much for the cause of righteousness. He wanted God drag them off to slaughter because of the damage they were doing to the land due to their wickedness. It seems that God answered by telling Jeremiah that things were much worse than he really thought, so he needed to endure when things were relatively easy. For example, Jeremiah thought that at least his family was on his side, but they were really only saying nice things to his face, but were against him. So, God in essence was saying, “if you have gotten tired when things are this bad (you have gotten tired when you have run with footmen), you definitely won’t make it when things really get bad (when you have to compete with horses)” – so accept what is happening and endure it. We must remember that God will give us the strength to endure what we are going through and to keep on keeping on; things could always be worse. 

	10. Looking at 12:7-17 how did God view Judah (v8, 9, 10-11) and what would He do to them (v7, 12-13)? What would He do to their enemies (v14-17) and why (v15)? 
	Even though Judah was God’s beloved, they had become like a lion in the forest roaring against Him so He had no choice but to avoid her. He was going to call the beasts of the field (foreign powers) to devour Judah, whose leaders had ruined its fruitfulness and made it into a desolate wilderness. Sadly, no one took this to heart and did anything about it. God would give their land into the hand of their enemies and their devouring sword would come in response to His fierce anger. In the end, though, He would judge their enemies; He would uproot them from their land, and uproot Judah from among them, bringing them back home. God would do this because of His compassionate nature. 

	11. Think back over Jer 7-12. How can we avoid Judah’s superficial obedience, and what can we learn from Jeremiah’s sadness over their sin? How does God’s protection of Jeremiah give you assurance? 
	We can avoid superficial obedience by listening to God’s word[s] calling us back to Him. It is unnecessary to wait for God’s discipline to turn back to Him; we should be in relationships of accountability with one another and be rigorously honest in our examination of our walk with the Lord (and with others). We must allow sin to break us up like it did Jeremiah – both because of its consequences and because of its offensiveness to God. God’s protection of Jeremiah should make us want to stand firm in the face of persecution, and continue to speak the truth of God, both to our fellow believers, and to unbelievers. God will take care of our enemies in His time; our job is to speak His truth with compassionate love. 


