Habakkuk 1-3 Daily Study Questions – Never Mind
The Big Idea: When we bring our complaints to God He will patiently correct us and restore our confidence in Him. 
	I. Complaints to God (1:1-2:1)
	Key Idea: When we complain about God’s works or ways it only reveals how incomplete our understanding is. 

	1. Read Habakkuk 1:1-4. What did Habakkuk see (v3, 4) and what did he do about it (v2)? What was his frustration (v2)? 
	Habakkuk saw iniquity, wickedness, destruction, violence, strife, contention, lawlessness and injustice in Judah (Israel had already been deported by the Assyrians). The wicked oppressed the righteous, causing justice to be perverted. As he saw this he called out to God and in his frustration asked Him how long he would have to cry out to Him for help before He would hear, and how long he would have to point out the violence to God before He would save the oppressed. His burden over the sin of Judah was good, but His complaint to God over His lack of action was wrong. It was better than saying nothing, but it would have been better if he had simply brought this to God in humility and waited for His answer. 

	2. Using 1:5-11 what was God about to do (v6)? Describe the Chaldeans (v6-10) and how God would respond to them (v11). How would this affect Habakkuk (v5)? 
	God was about to do something that would astonish Habakkuk; He was going to raise up the Chaldeans (Babylonians) to destroy Assyria’s power and they would become His instruments of discipline for Judah. This was incredible because of Assyria’s might, and also because Babylon was also evil; however, this is exactly what did occur. The Chaldean army was fierce and impetuous, and was determined to seize everything in its path. They were dreaded and feared, they submitted to no one else’s authority, their attack would be swift and sudden, and no one would escape their sight. Their purpose was to do violence to their opponents and to enslave all they could; they mocked at kings, laughed at their fortresses, and swept through the places like wind. However, they would be held guilty because their “strength” was in their god. 

	3. Looking at 1:12-2:1 what did Habakkuk know about God (v12-13), and what was he confused about (v13, 14-15, 16-17)? What was his approach (2:1)? 
	Habakkuk knew that God was eternal and holy – in a class by Himself. He also knew that He was too pure to approve evil or to view wickedness with favor. Thus, he was confused that this awesome God couldn’t come up with a better plan than to let those more wicked than Judah be the instruments of discipline for Judah. The Chaldeans treated people like fish or locusts, dragging them up with their “net”, and he couldn’t understand how God would allow that. Furthermore, they then burned incense to their “net”, or their ability to conquer nations at will. It made no sense to Habakkuk that God would allow this, so he simply voiced his complaint and then decided to wait until God answered him. 

	II. Correction by God (2:2-20)
	Key Idea: God will correct our complaints by revealing truth and by perfectly dealing with the issue. 

	4. From 2:2-5 how certain was God’s plan against Babylon (v2-3) and what would happen to them (v4a, 5)? What will happen to the righteous and why (v4b)? Apply.
	God’s plan to punish Babylon was so certain that He told Habakkuk to write it down on tablets in simple enough terms that the courier could read it as he ran. The time for the fulfillment of the vision had been appointed, every moment moved it closer to realization and God promised that there would be no unnecessary delay in carrying it out. The soul of the Babylonians (or the Babylonian king), referred to as the “proud one”, was not right within them, and wine betrayed them – it revealed what they were really thinking. The proud or haughty one is never satisfied with what he has, but enlarges his appetite and tries to gather and collect all the nations to himself. On the other hand those who are righteous will live by their faith, not by what they see in a material sense. For Habakkuk this would have a secondary application because he couldn’t see what God was up to, so he would just have to trust God’s plan of using the Babylonians to correct His people, then bringing justice on the Babylonians (as He begins to talk about in the rest of the chapter).

	5. Using 2:6-11 what first two “woes” will the nations declare against Babylon (v6, 9)? What will happen to her and why (v7-8, 10-11)?
	Everyone who has been oppressed by Babylon will one day pronounce woes on them. The first is evoked because Babylon took what was not theirs, increasing their wealth by whatever means it took – including making themselves rich with loans that could not be paid back. This was a form of extortion, taking advantage of another’s weakness for the sake of personal gain. To those who practice such things their creditors will rise up and take from them whatever they can get – so they will get back what they have dished out. They will be looted by many nations, just as they have looted many nations. The second woe is directed towards those who store up wealth for themselves by evil means, and then build their houses in what they think are secure positions, places where they can avoid the consequences. However, they forget that they will personal experience shame because of this behavior. By hurting people like this they have sinned against themselves – their stones and rafters will cry out against them and their shame. 

	6.  In 2:12-17 what third woe is pronounced (v12) and why are their actions foolish (v13-14)? What fourth woe is pronounced (v15) and what will the consequences be (v16-17)? 
	The third woe (the middle one) is against the Babylonian tactic of employing bloodshed to build their cities. The problem with this is that even if human beings can’t make them pay for this evil, the Lord is watching. He will bring fire upon them so that essentially all of their evil activities will be for the fire of judgment that comes upon them. They grow weary for nothing, because in due time all of the earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord, not the glory of Babylon or of evil mankind. This statement is in the middle of the five woes, showing that it is the counter principle to all evil actions – God’s glory is the ultimate purpose and meaning, not man’s glory. The sooner we get this, the sooner we will experience the fulfillment in life that God wants for us. The fourth woe is declared against those who get their neighbors drunk so they can indulge themselves with immoral desires. However, they will drink of the cup of the Lord’s wrath when they do this; this is a result of sexual immorality to which many can testify. That which begins as self-indulgent pleasure will at last bring about destruction for the ones who participate. As it says about Lebanon in verse seventeen the violence they did to them and their beasts will cover them or overwhelm them. Violence and immorality always has a boomerang effect. 

	7. Read 2:18-20. Why is idolatry foolish (v18-19)? How is God different (v20) and how should we relate to Him (v20)? 
	The final woe deals with Babylon’s idolatry. Idolatry, on its face, is foolish; that which is carved by a human being is then worshiped by that human being as greater in power. They command the piece of wood or stone to awake and arise, and then call it their teacher. It is overlaid with gold and is without breath; it is not alive. On the other hand the true God is in His holy temple, wholly set apart from His creation. He is above us and we would be wise to be silent before Him as we wait for His blessing and judgment. He is the only “God” of whom worship makes sense. We don’t control Him or command Him; rather we call upon Him and worship Him, then trust and wait on Him to direct our lives. 

	III. Confidence in God (3:1-19)
	Key Idea: God’s plan may involve some difficulties, but He can be trusted to complete the work He has started in us. 

	8. From 3:1-7 what was Habakkuk’s prayer (v1-2) and what was his vision of God (v3-7)? How did this answer his prayer?
	Habakkuk had heard about God’s works (at least from God, if not someone else) and now He prayed that He would revive that work in the midst of the years (possibly between the invasion of the Babylonians and the restoration of Israel). He prayed that God would remember mercy as He displayed His wrath (probably upon His people). He envisioned God coming down from Teman and Mt Paran with His splendor covering the heavens and the earth full of His praise. His radiance was a bright as the sunlight, and the full expression of His power was hidden, as if held in reserve. There was devastation before Him (pestilence) and behind Him (plague) meaning that He is so powerful that no one would dare come near Him. In Habakkuk’s vision as God looked at the earth in judgment the nations were startled and the long-standing mountains were shattered. Since His ways are forever the nomad kingdoms of Cushan and Midian were in distress as He came to institute His kingdom in judgment. This vision was God’s answer to Habakkuk’s prayer because as God revives His work among His people He must judge their evil enemies. He is the supremely powerful ruler of the earth and when He decides to manifest His preeminence those who are His (His people) will be the beneficiaries.  


	9. According to 3:8-15 over what things does God have supreme power (v8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13-14, 15)? Why does He exercise this power (v13)? 
	God has supreme power over the rivers and sea, over the earth itself, over the mountains, over the sun and moon, over the nations of the earth, and over the enemies of His people. He exercises this power for the salvation of His people and His anointed (His Messiah, His anointed King, Jesus), using it to strike the head of the house of evil. An aspect of God’s glory is that the demonstration of His character always results in the blessing of His people. 

	10. Looking at 3:16-19 what event was coming (v16b)? What was Habakkuk’s initial response (v16), but what did he resolve anyway (v17-18)? Why (v19)? 
	Habakkuk knew that the invasion of Judah by the Babylonians was coming and his initial response was trembling and fear as he had to wait for it. However, even if the fig tree didn’t blossom, or the vines failed to produce grapes, or the olive trees didn’t bear olives, or the fields didn’t produce a harvest, or the flocks and cattle disappear, Habakkuk resolved to exult in the Lord. He would rejoice in the God of his salvation because the Lord was his strength. Even though the times would be difficult and the way precipitous Habakkuk believed that God would enable him to remain steady as he walked. In light of God’s revelation to Habakkuk it would have been foolish to doubt God preservation as he waited on the fulfillment of His purpose. 

	11. Summarize Habakkuk’s questions and God’s response. When have you felt like Habakkuk? How can you apply God’s response to your life today?
	Habakkuk’s first question was how God could allow such evil in Judah without doing something about it. When God told him that He was going to use the Babylonians to discipline His people Habakkuk wanted to know how God could justify using someone more evil to punish someone less evil. God’s answer was that He was going to bring ultimate judgment on Babylon for hurting His people, and then He would restore His people again. Thus evil would be judged and His people would be purified and restored. This answer satisfied Habakkuk because God allowed him to see the bigger picture as He saw it. We often complain to God about His methods because we only see a small part of what He is doing. We must remember that His purpose is always good and He all powerful and absolutely sovereign. Since time is not a limitation for Him He will do the absolutely best thing for His people, but not always in the time frame that we think is necessary. There are three key verses in Habakkuk that reveal its message for life – 1) the just shall live by their faith – waiting is no big deal to those who trust God because they know that He will prevail in their behalf; 2) the earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord – it is just a matter of time until God reveals His glory to the earth and all will see that He alone is good; 3) the Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth be silent before Him – God is at work and our best course is to simply be silent before Him and let Him work. It is easy to get frustrated with our lives and think that God has given up on us – but He is always at work in our behalf and for His glory. 


