Numbers 32-36 Daily Study Questions – A Place to Call Home
The Big Idea: It is worth whatever effort and faith is necessary to possess the promises that God has given to us. 
	I. A Reasonable Proposal (32)
	Key Idea: It is good to balance our freedom of choice with our responsibility to our brothers. 

	1. Looking at Num 32:1-15 what did the tribes of Reuben and Gad propose (v1-5) and why (v1)? How did Moses react (v6) and why (v7)? What did he fear (v8-15)? 
	The tribes of Reuben and Gad (Manasseh is mentioned after they agree to fight alongside the 9 ½ tribes in Canaan) proposed that they possess the land on the eastern side of the Jordan River which had just been taken from Sihon and Og. Their reasoning was that it was suitable for livestock of which they had a large amount. Unfortunately, to Moses this smacked of self-centeredness and disloyalty. He likened it to the actions and words of the ten spies who discouraged the people from going into Canaan and called them a brood of sinful men who had risen up in their fathers’ place. He feared that if these actions disheartened the present generation so that they failed to go in, the Lord might become angry enough to destroy them just as He had the first generation.  

	2. In 32:16-27 what did the 2 tribes promise (v16-19)? What conditions did Moses give for acceptance (v20-21, 22, 23)? What was the outcome (v24-27)?
	The two tribes promised to build sheepfolds for their livestock and cities for their children, but then they would go with the sons of Israel armed and ready to fight the Canaanites until the conquest of Canaan was complete. Moses said if they would arm themselves for war, cross over with their brothers into Canaan, and stay there until the land was subdued then they could return to their families on the eastern side of the Jordan and be free of obligation. However, if they didn’t it would be a sin against the Lord and their sin would find them out. At this point the tribe of Gad spoke to Moses, along with Reuben, and said they would do that. Thus, the two and a half tribes would fight with their brothers and they would be able to settle on the eastern side of the Jordan River. 

	3. Using 32:28-42 what accountability was provided (v28-29, 30-32)? Whose land did the 2 tribes receive (v33, 34-36, 37-38)? What land did the tribe of Manasseh possess (v39-42), and how (v39)?
	Moses told Eleazar, the high priest, and Joshua, his successor, about the agreement with Reuben and Gad, along with the heads of the father’s households of all the nine and a half tribes. They were told that unless the two and a half tribes stayed and fought until the conquest was complete they would not be able to possess their inheritance on the eastern side of the Jordan. Thus, they would not receive the land of Sihon and Og until the other 9 ½ tribes possessed their land, and everyone knew this. Gad thus began to possess their land by building fortified cities and sheepfolds for sheep. Reuben also began to build cities and to change the name of cities that they had taken over. However, Manasseh still had to dispossess the Amorites who were in Gilead, which they did. Then Moses gave Gilead to Manasseh and they took over the towns there and lived in it. 

	II. Regulations for Possessing Land (33-34)
	Key Idea: We enjoy the promises of God when we fully dispossess the evil in our lives.  

	4. Scan Num 33:1-49. How did Israel leave Egypt (v3) and why (v4)? What 2 significant things occurred at Kadesh (v37-39, 40) and why is this noted? Where did they stop (v49)?
	Israel left Egypt forty years before boldly, in the sight of the Egyptians; they didn’t have to slink away because the Lord had executed judgments on Egypt’s gods and shown His power. At the end of their wilderness journeys they arrived at Kadesh, on the edge of Canaan, and there Aaron died. This pointed to the conclusion of the first generation, although Moses was still left. The second significant thing that occurred was that the news about their coming had reached Canaan; the king of Arad, representative of the Canaanites “heard” of their coming. As was seen earlier he came out with forces to stop them, but was defeated. Thus, the coming of Israel to Canaan was preceded by the dread that God had placed on the inhabitants of Canaan. Finally, Israel stopped in the plains of Moab opposite the Dead Sea; they would later cross into Canaan north of that place. 

	5. In 33:50-56 what was Israel commanded to do when they entered Canaan (v50-52, 53)? How was their land determined (v54) and what warning was given (v55-56)? Apply. 
	When Israel entered Canaan they were to drive out the inhabitants and destroy all of their idols and high places (worship centers for their pagan gods). Then, they were to take possession of the land and live in it. It would become their permanent possession, apportioned to them according to their need based on the size of their families. Apparently they would divided up different sizes in their tribal territory then cast lots (maybe the Urim and Thummim) to determine which large family or small family got their corresponding allotment. The warning was given, though, that if they did not drive out the inhabitants those who remained would become like “pricks in their eyes and thorns in their sides” to trouble them in the land as long as they were there. Eventually, they would even drive Israel out of the land as discipline for Israel’s disobedience. This tells us that if we don’t completely eradicate the evil or sin from our lives that will come back to haunt us and we will suffer God’s discipline rather than receiving His blessing. 

	6. Using 34:1-29 define Israel’s borders to the south (v1-5), west (v6), north (v7-9) and east (v10-12), besides the 2 1/2 tribes (v13-15)? Who divided up the land (v16-17, 18-29)? 
	Israel’s southern border was Edom along the wilderness of Zin from the end of the Dead Sea eastward to the Mediterranean. The western border was the Mediterranean Sea. The northern border was from the Sea to Mt Hor, encompassing Syria today (north of the Sea of Galilee). The eastern border was on the other side of the Jordan where the 2 ½ tribes were, but all the way to the northern Euphrates River. Most of these places are difficult to pin down. This was smaller than the land promised to Abraham, but if they had continued to subdue the territories even that could have been theirs. The land was to be divided by Eleazar, Joshua, and one leader from every tribe. Thus, no one would be without representation. This also shows that the new generation was in charge of this, rather than the older generation. 

	III. Resolving to Protect the Innocent (35-36)
	Key Idea: Those in authority must resolve to protect the rights of the innocent. 

	7. According to 35:1-15 what did the Levites receive (v1-3, 4-5, 6-8)? How were some of their cities designated (v6, 9-13, 14) and why were these necessary (v15)? 
	The Levites received 48 cities to live in, 6 of which were designated as cities of refuge. They also received pasture lands that extended the walls around these cities for their flocks, herds, and beasts. They didn’t own them because the Lord was their inheritance, but they did get to live in them perpetually. Three of the cities of refuge were to be on the eastern side of the Jordan, and three were to be on the western side. This would enable those who killed someone unintentionally to be protected from blood vengeance until they could be tried, or until the high priest died. However, if they had intentionally murdered someone the blood avenger was to kill them. In these ways justice was secured in the land. 

	8. From 35:16-28 what defined murder (v16-18, 20-21) and what was its penalty (v19)? What showed unpremeditated death (v22-23) and how was it processed (v24-25, 26-28)? 
	Murder was the killing of someone with the intent to kill them – such as striking them with a rock or a wooden object, or pushing them, or lying in wait for them, or beating them to death with their fists. The penalty for this was death by the blood avenger, usually a near family member. If, however, someone suddenly pushed someone without premeditation, or threw a rock at them without prior planning and they died, this was not punishable by death. The congregation would hear the case, and then allow them to flee to the city of refuge where they would remain until the death of the high priest. Then he could return to his land. However, if the killer left the city of refuge and the blood avenger found him and killed him he would not be guilty of his blood. 

	9. Based on 35:29-34 what was the required sentence (v29-30, 31) and evidence (v30) for murder? What was prohibited for those in cities of refuge (v32)? What mindset was God teaching (v33-34)? 
	If anyone killed a person the murderer would be put to death, but only on the evidence of 2 or 3 witnesses. One witness was not enough. However, if the person was found guilty his life could not be purchased with a ransom – he would have to be executed. The one guilty of unintentional death could also not be ransomed; he simply had to live in the city of refuge until the priest died. The reason for this was that blood polluted the land, so all death had to be dealt with in the right way for expiation to be made for it. The Lord dwelt in the land and nothing was to pollute (defile) the land. The mindset being taught was that death/bloodshed was the worst thing that could happen in a society or before God, so it must be correctly and decisively resolved. 

	10. In 36:1-13 whose brothers (v2) had what concern (v1-4) and what was Moses’ answer (v5-9)? What did the daughters do (v10-11) and what was the result (v12)? 
	The brothers of Zelophehad were concerned that if one his daughters married outside the tribe of Manasseh that their inheritance would dissolve into the other tribe from which their husband came. The answer from the Lord was that they were to marry only within the tribe of Manasseh; then their inheritance would stay in the tribe, although not necessarily in the family of Zelophehad. This shows that the tribal allotments were the most important aspect of the inheritance, rather than the family allotments. The significant thing is that just as the Lord had commanded, so they did; they married within their tribe, marrying their uncles’ sons. 

	11. Review Numbers. Where did Israel start and finish both geographically and spiritually? Pick 2 or 3 lessons they should have learned about themselves and God. Apply. 
	Israel started in the wilderness of Sinai and ended on the plains of Moab. Numerically they started at 603,550 and ended at 601,730. Spiritually, though, they started with rebellion, complaining, defeat and unbelief in their hearts although they had seen the great deliverance God had accomplished for them in Egypt. They ended with a new generation that was beginning to seek God more, was beginning to experience victory, and was giving signs of obedience and faith. Although the new generation had never known war they were ready to take the land that God had given to them. Through their experience in the wilderness they should have learned that God was going to take care of them no matter what their need, and that God would give the land of Canaan to whomever would possess it by faith and obedience. If it was not them because of unbelief, it would still be someone because God never fails to fulfill His promises; however, they would miss the blessing. Finally, they should have learned to trust their God-appointed leaders rather than complaining about them and rebelling against them. We must also walk in faith towards God because this glorifies Him and enables us to experience His blessings. We must also trust those whom God has placed over us in authority, knowing that God is the authority behind them. There are many other lessons from the book that we can apply, but these are three very prominent ones. 


