Giving Back Matters - Daily Study Questions

	1. Read 2 Cor 5:17-20. What has God done for us (v17, 18) and what does this mean? What should that lead to in our lives (v18-20)? Using Matt 28:19-20 why else are we to share Christ (v19)? 
	God has created us anew in Christ and has reconciled us to Himself through Christ. This means that whereas only our flesh was alive before we believed in Christ, when we believed in Him we were born again in our spirit and were united with Christ. Furthermore, we were made God’s friends – exchanging enmity with God for friendship (the meaning of reconciliation) – so that now we can have true fellowship with Him. Since we have become friends with God we have been given, as ambassadors for Christ, the privilege of offering to others the ministry of reconciliation. According to Matt 28:18-20 we have been charged by the resurrected Jesus to make disciples as we go about life, to baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and to teach them to observe all of Jesus’ teachings. Thus, we are to lead them to Christ, then lead them into the process of discipleship through baptism and teaching. 

	2. Based on Matt 5:16 what is one way to share Christ and how does John 4:39-42 add to this? What is a third (and most definitive) way that we help people come to know Christ (Rom 10:14-17)? 
	When we let our lives (light) shine with the life of Jesus people are able to see those good works and glorify our Father in heaven. This happens as we illustrate how different we are from the world because of His life working its way out in our lives. The story of the Samaritan woman at the well adds to this; she not only was saved by Jesus, but she went back to her village and told them about Jesus. She then invited them to come and see this One who had told her all the things she had done. This is what we must do; we must not only live our lives before non-believers in such a way that glorifies God, but we must also tell them about our personal experience with Him. Lastly, we must clearly tell people about how to come to Christ. As Romans 10 asks, “how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear with a preacher?” It goes on to say that faith comes by hearing the “word of, or about, Christ”. So, we must be able to share the gospel – the good news about how to have eternal life. This comes through faith in Christ – His life, death, burial and resurrection which gives us forgiveness of sins and right standing with God. 

	3. What do we have to believe about God (1 Jn 4:16; 1 Pet 1:15-16; Deut 32:3-4) and about man (Rom 3:23, 6:23; Gen 2:16-17) to realize our need for salvation? 
	To be saved we must believe that God is true love, but that He is also holy, perfect, righteous and just. We must further believe that we, like all people, are sinners, that the wages of this sin is death – both physical and spiritual. This means that although God offers eternal life through His Son because of His love, we cannot receive it because our sin has separated us from Him, meaning we are spiritually dead. He is a person of integrity and can’t compromise His character by overlooking sin, which violates Him primarily. This is why we cursed Adam and Eve for their sin and they fell, acquiring a sin nature with its bent to sin, and marring the image of God in them. Since we are God’s enemies, then, we can’t make ourselves right with Him; we must have someone else to stand in for us who is acceptable to Him in order to assuage His wrath against our sin. We must acknowledge that in our sinful state we are helpless to secure a right relationship with God, which would allow us to experience His personal love for us. 

	4. Using 1 Pet 3:18 why is Jesus—His life, death, resurrection (see also Rom 1:3-4)—the answer to man’s dilemma? 
	This should have been 1 Peter 3:18 – from this verse we see that Jesus was the acceptable sacrifice for our sins because He was righteous (Just) before God. He was born of a virgin without a sin nature, lived a perfect life, so that when He died it was not for His sin, but for ours (the unjust). His sacrifice was “once for all” – it was sufficient to pay for all sins for all time – so that when we believe in Him our sin is paid for. He reversed the curse because He lived the life of a man as a descendant of David without sin, and then died to pay the penalty of sin for all mankind. When He was raised from the dead by His Father it showed that His sacrifice was accepted and that He was who He had claimed to be – the Son of God. Jesus, then, is God’s answer to man’s dilemma.

	5. From John 1:12 how do the “facts” about Jesus become real in our lives and what is the result? What does it mean to be saved by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9)? 
	Although many say that believe the “facts” about Jesus – that He lived, died on a cross, and rose again to life on the third day – this knowledge has had no effect on their lives. It is because they only know about Him, much like we know about the President, or some celebrity. Even if we knew them personally this would still not be the kind of belief that would save us. John 1:12 tells us that if we will “receive” Jesus that we will become children of God, since that means we have believed in/on His Name. The question is what it means to “receive” or “believe”. In the biblical since faith is reliance upon, not mere knowledge of. So, believing in Jesus means to rely completely on Him for salvation from the wrath of God and for the abundant life which He promised. In short it means to confess Him as Lord in our lives, learning and following His commands. He saves us by His grace – we can’t earn it by good works, we don’t deserve it, and we can never repay it. However, we must place our faith in Him, and if it is true faith it will result in obedience to His commands. 

	6. Based on Matt 25:14-30 what has God given to each of us (v14-15) and how are we to view this (see 1 Pet 4:10)? What are we to do with God’s resources and opportunities (v20-23)? 
	God has given to each of us His resources – His Word, time, abilities, and opportunities – to use in a way that honors Him since He owns it all. We are simply stewards “of the manifold grace of God” (1 Pet 4:10). When we invest His resources for His gain then we will receive His approval, but when we simply hide them in the ground and “do our own thing” we will be condemned. True believers do invest God’s resources so that His kingdom will advance and He will be glorified, while mere professing believers ignore them and live for themselves. When we invest His resources He will give to each one a return based on how He has blessed them. The issue is not how much return, but how much investment we have made. This investment requires focus on Him and our effort and energy, but at His return we will receive His commendation and the promise of entering into His joy forever.

	7. In relation to all we have what must we remember (1 Tim 6:6-9)? List some ways to steward our money (Mal 3:10; 1 Cor 16:1-3; Phil 4:15-18; 1 Tim 6:17-18; 1 John 3:16-17).  
	We must remember that all we have is a gift from God – we brought nothing into this world and we will take nothing out of this world. Therefore, to live our lives with a focus on money and possessions is foolish at the least, and sinful at its worst. Those who have a love for money wander from the faith and experience many pains from their misguided, sinful choices. God has given us much guidance about how to steward our (His) money. Mal 3:10 gives the principle of using our money to support the local ministry. Old Testament believers were to bring all the tithes into the “storehouse” so that the ministry by the priests at the temple could continue uninterrupted. In the same way New Testament believers give to the local church ministry so that God’s work through that church can occur. This means the staff and ministries at the church will be financially supported, as 1 Tim 5:17-18 directs. There it says that the elders who rule well should be counted worthy of double honor, which means they will be honored with the respect of the people, but that they will also be supported financially so they can devote themselves to the work of the ministry. Another purpose of our financial stewardship, according to 1 Cor 16:1-3 is for benevolence. The early Gentile Christians took an offering for the poor saints at Jerusalem, and this kind of offering was in keeping with the Jewish offering of alms for the poor. Phil 4 shows us that the early church also gave to the work of missionaries like Paul so that the gospel could continue to spread throughout the world. He was willing to make tents to support himself, but when he didn’t have to do this he could devote himself full-time to the ministry of the gospel. 1 Tim 6:17-18 and 1 John 3:16-17 reveal that our giving must also be directed to those who are in need in the Body – this is a clear expression of our love not only for them, but for Christ (see Matt 25:31-46). When we share in these ways money will not keep us in bondage, we will please the Lord, we will show His presence in our lives by our love for each other, and His work will be furthered all over the world. 

	8. What can we expect when we give back to God what He has first given to us (Prov 3:9-10; Lu 6:38; 2 Cor 9:6-12; Phil 4:19; 1 Tim 6:19)? 
	When we give back to God in proportion to how He has blessed us, He will bless us some more. When we honor the Lord with our substance (what we already have) and with the first fruits of our increase (our actual growth in wealth) then our barns will be filled with plenty (enough) and our presses will “burst out” with new wine. This is in line with Luke 6:38 that says “it will be given to us in full measure, shaken together, pressed down, and running over”. 2 Cor 9:6-12 says that we will be given back bountifully if we give bountifully in response to God’s unspeakable gift, Christ. He will also multiply our seed for more sowing and harvesting, He will give us all sufficiency and enrichment in everything, giving us an abundance for every good work. This will all result in thanksgiving and glory to God. Phil 4:19 promises that God will supply our every need when we give to His work, and 1 Tim 6:19 says that when we share our financial resources with fellow believers in need we are storing up the treasure of a good foundation for eternity so that we may take hold of that which is life indeed. It is clear that being generous and sharing our resources for the sake of the Lord will continue His great blessings in our lives.

	9. Using Eph 5:15-16 how are we to treat our time? How do Jesus’ words in Matt 6:34 and John 9:4, 11:9-10 further explain this? Think of the ways you spend your time—how can you invest them more wisely for Jesus?
	We are to “redeem” or make the most of our time. Redeeming the time means to “buy it back”; in a sense, then, we can multiply our time when we invest it thoughtfully and wisely for the Lord. As Jesus said in Matt 6:34 “each day has enough trouble of its own” so we must focus on the task at hand each day, never fretting that there is not enough time to get that day’s responsibility taken care of. Jesus said that there are twelve hours [of daylight] in a day, speaking metaphorically. So, we must take care of the day’s opportunities while there is Light – His Light. The example He gave us from Lazarus’ sickness and death reveal His meaning; God’s will (the light) was to raise Lazarus from the dead, not to heal him of his fatal disease. Jesus walked in that Light so He knew that there was “time” to remain where He was for two more days. Similarly, if we will engage God’s will, regardless of the time crunch, He will give us the twelve hours of daylight we need to finish His job. Unfortunately, much of our time is spent in self-indulgence without thought for advancing the kingdom or growing in relationship with God; this is, for the most part, wasted time. This doesn’t mean that every hour must be spent in prayer, Bible study, going to church gatherings or witnessing; what it does mean is that every moment we invest must be done with a view to advancing His kingdom, including our rest and refreshment. 

	10. Looking at John 13:5, 12-17 what example did Jesus (v5) and Paul set (1 Cor 9:19; 2 Tim 2:10)? How should these guide us (Mk 10:43-45; Jn 13:14-15; Gal 5:13)?  
	Jesus humbled Himself by washing the feet of the disciples as a servant would do. This occurred even as the disciples were trying to determine who was the greatest among them. He told them that the greatest among them would be their servant and He personally set that example. Paul did the same things by willingly adapting to whatever group he was with, enduring all types of suffering, so that he could win them to Christ, securing their eternal glory with Him. Mark 10:43-45 reveals that even Jesus did come to be ministered to, but to give His life as a ransom for many and in John 13:14-15 He told us to follow His example of service. Gal 5:13 tells us that we are to use our freedom in Christ to serve one another through love. In short our service to one another is the greatest expression of our willingness to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 

	11. According to Eph 4:7, 11-16 what is the purpose of spiritual gifts (v12), and how are we to relate to each other (v16)? From 1 Pet 4:10-11 what are the 2 categories of gifts (v11)? 
	The purpose of spiritual gifts is to build each other up in Christ so that we can perform works of ministry to others. Apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastor-teachers are to equip the saints (all believers in Christ) to do works of ministry to the building up of the Body of Christ. The whole Body is held together by that which every other part of the Body supplies, so each part must work properly, exercising their gifts, so that we can all be built up into our Head, who is Christ. The two categories of gifts are the speaking gifts and the serving gifts. Those who speak for God must speak His utterances and those who serve must do so in the strength He supplies. 

	12. Based on Rom 12:6-8 and 1 Cor 12:28-30 what are some spiritual gifts available? With what attitude should we use them (Rom 12:3-6; 1 Cor 12:14-26; 14:26)
	In Rom 12 the spiritual gifts of prophecy, service, teaching, exhortation, giving, leading and mercy are identified; to this are added, from 1 Cor 12:28-30, the gifts of apostles, miracles, healings, administrations, tongues, and interpretation of tongues. Since these lists differ somewhat it seems apparent that there is no “official” list of gifts; rather these should be viewed as examples of the kinds of gifts that believers have to edify one another. Since every believer has a gift (1 Pet 4:10) we should use them as an expression of our gratitude to God and our love for one another. They must not be a cause of pride, but of humility, and they must be exercised with faith. We use our gifts to complete one another in the Body of Christ, showing care and concern for one another in the context of love. We must realize that all of them are necessary and no one is more exalted than another because of the gift God had given them. 


