Study Questions for 1 Corinthians 3-4 – Grow Up!
The Big Idea: To grow up in Christ we must follow Christ alone, fulfill His calling for us, and walk in humility. 

	I. Follow Christ Alone (3:1-15)
	Key Idea: Immature Christians follow men, while those who are mature seek to follow only Christ. 

	1. Read 1 Cor 3:1-4. How did Paul characterize the Corinthians (v1, 3) and what showed this (v3-4)? What approach had he taken with them (v1-2) and what does this mean? 
	The Corinthians were not spiritual (characterized by the control of the Spirit), but were fleshly (characterized by control of the flesh). They were walking according to the human way instead of the Spirit way. This is the way new Christians, or infants, are because they haven’t renewed their minds and been transformed in their practices; they simply haven’t applied the claims of Christ to every area of their lives. As infants Paul was giving them milk to drink for nourishment, the “ABCs” of the faith as it were. As Heb 5:13-14 says those who partake of milk are not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for they are babes. Solid food is for the mature, those who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. Now, though, ample time had passed for them to be ready for (able to digest) more complex teaching, such as would continue their maturation. However, they had not applied the basic truths to their lives, the straightforward commands of Christ, which was evident from the jealousy and strife that dominated them. They were still following men as pagans did, rather than following Christ; thus, they were acting like mere men rather than people of the Spirit. This resulted in their inability to chew on (the root idea of “solid food”) more complex truth. It’s like math; one has to learn basic arithmetic and know how to use it to solve problems before they can learn algebra, which will solve more complex problems. The implication of this for understanding spiritual truth is that it is more about application and obedience than it is about the ability to merely study the Bible well. We really don’t grow until we apply the truth to our lives. 

	2. From 3:5-9 how did Paul describe himself and Apollos (v5, 9)? What were their roles (v6-7) and God’s promise (v8), what was God’s role (v5, 6, 7, 9) and how do the 2 relate? What was Paul’s point (v7)? 
	Paul and Apollos were just servants of the Lord through whom the Corinthians had believed, and as such, were His co-workers. They labored by planting and watering the seed, which is the Word of God, but it was God who was causing the growth (He was continuing to work with the water and seed which had been planted), just as in agricultural life. Thus, the growth process comes from the One who instills life through the Word, not the one who merely plants or waters it. In fact the promise is that God will cause growth if we plant and water. Thus, we do our part, to plant and water and God does His part to produce the fruit; but Paul’s point is that God is the only One who gets the credit, not man. 

	3. From 3:10-15 what was Paul’s job and how did he do it (v10)? What warning does he give (v10) and why (v13-15)? What is the only foundation (v11) and what goal should we have for building on it (v14)? 
	Paul now employs a building metaphor for the work of the gospel that God had graciously given to him. As any wise builder would do he first laid a foundation before he built on that foundation. The only foundation that would support God’s building is Jesus Christ Himself. Paul warned that each man must be careful how he builds on it because each one’s work will become evident in the “day” (of the Lord) as it is passed through His fire. Then, the quality of his work will be shown; if it remains – gold, silver, precious stones – then these are works done in the Spirit. But, if it burns up – wood, hay, straw – these are works done in the flesh. When our works remain after God’s evaluation by fire then we will receive reward, but if they are burned up we will suffer loss of reward – although we will still be saved, but like a person who is snatched out of a fire. 

	II. Fulfill Our Calling (3:16-4:5)
	Key Idea: Growing Christians seek to fulfill their call to be the temple of the Holy Spirit, to be Christ’s servants and stewards of His Word.

	4. In 1 Cor 3:16-17 what kind of “building” are we as the church (v16) and who inhabits us (v16)? What must we avoid (v17) and why (v17)? How is Paul saying that we can we “destroy” the church (see v1-4)? 
	The church (the “you” here is plural) is a temple of God in which His Spirit dwells. That is one reason we must avoid destroying the church, which we do by conflict and jealousy as well as other sinful practices. Another reason is that God Himself will destroy those who destroy His church because He is holy. The rationale is this: if the unholy (those not set apart to Him) inhabit His church where He dwells He must remove them because they can’t live together in the same space. 

	5. Based on 3:18-23 what was the real cause of division at Corinth (v18)? Why is this dangerous (v19-20) and what is the application (v21-22)? Why is this foolish (v22-23)?
	The real cause of division at Corinth was each person’s false view of themselves as wise. Those who are really wise must become foolish – confess that they don’t know anything and that they must be taught by God. It is dangerous to be wise in the in this age because this wisdom gets in the way of God’s true wisdom; we actually get trapped by the world’s wisdom and it leads to death. For that reason no one should boast in men, even if they are apostles or gifted teachers. All things already belong to us as believers and we don’t “need” another person to give us what God has already given us. He has blessed us with what we need, both presently and in the age to come; our dependence on spiritual “heroes” is a fleshly way to deal with insecurity when we should be simply walking in God’s resources that we already have. 

	6. Using 4:1-5 how did Paul want to be viewed (v1) and what did that mean for him regarding God (v2, 4-5) and them (v3, 5)? What will the Lord do when He returns (v5)? 
	Paul wanted to be viewed simply as a servant of Christ and a steward of the “mysteries” of God. A servant only does what his master tells him and a steward is responsible to his master to manage well the resources that he has entrusted to him. In Paul’s case this meant that he was accountable only to the Lord. He did not acquit himself, nor let others’ opinions of him acquit (or condemn) him; only the Lord’s opinion mattered. Thus, we must not pass judgment before the time that the Lord returns, for then He will bring to light the things hidden in darkness and disclose not only the works but the motives of men’s hearts underlying the works. At that time each man’s praise will come from God which is all that really matters (see Matt 25:21-23). 

	III. Fight Against Conceit (4:6-21)
	Key Idea: Arrogance and conceit must be overcome if we are to grow up in Christ. 

	7. From 4:6-8 to whom had Paul 1st applied these principles (v6) and why (v6)? What reality is stated (v7) but what did they think (v7)? 
	Paul had applied the analogies of farmers, builders and servant/ stewards to Apollos and himself so that the Corinthians could understand the way of Christ better. His way to not go beyond what He has commanded, or to add the opinions of men to the Word of the Lord. This is done because we feel we are better than each other and need to force our opinion on others for the sake of lording it over them. The truth is that we are all equal because there is nothing that we have that wasn’t given to us by God or someone else. Paul also points out that no one regards them as superior – that is only in their own minds. 

	8. In 4:8-13 how did the Corinthians view themselves (v8) and how did this contrast with the apostles (v9-10)? Describe the condition of the apostles (v11-13). What does this mean to you? 
	The Corinthians had begun to act like they were superior to the apostles; they had become filled, rich and like kings without them (in their own minds). Paul showed that he was speaking tongue-in-cheek when he said that indeed he wished that they had become kings so that he could reign with them. The reality was that they had lost their humility which they first had and now were acting like the “big dogs”. To do this, though, they had to have their “group” around them acting the same way. This was a stark contrast to the apostles who lived at the bottom. They were condemned to death because they were a spectacle to the world (composed of both angels/demons and evil men). They were fools, while the Corinthians thought themselves prudent; the apostles were weak, but the Corinthians thought they were strong. They were distinguished in their minds while the apostles were without honor. The apostles lived life on the edge – hungry, thirsty, poorly clothed, roughly treated and homeless. They toiled, working with their own hands; when they were reviled they blessed in return, when persecuted they endured, when slandered they tried to appease their slanderer. They had become as the scum of the world and the dregs (grounds at the bottom of the cup) of all things. We must remember that they were truly the “top” of the Christian world, the ones to whom all would point as the leaders in walking with Christ, the spiritual giants – and they had the very least. What an example! This teaches us that the greatest in Christ’s kingdom will be the least. Thus, we must remain humble and dependent on the Lord and interdependent with others if we are to fulfill His will and walk in His ways. 

	9. Read 4:14-17. Why did Paul not write these things and why did he (v14)? What was his relationship to them (v15) and what did he recommend (v16)? How did he follow this up (v17)? 
	Paul didn’t write these things to shame the Corinthians, to tear them down. Rather, he cared deeply for them as a father does his son; he wasn’t just their “tutor”. Tutors in the Greek culture could be very harsh, working for their parents and required to produce a finished product, by whatever means. Paul, instead, had become their “father” through the gospel, and as such he wanted them to imitate him – in his humility. That is why he was sending Timothy to them, so that he could remind them of his ways in Christ which he taught in every church. Paul was more than talk; he wanted them to know the truth about how he felt about them and about what he was teaching them. 

	10. According to 4:18-21 how had some reacted to Paul (v18) and what was his response (v19, 21)? Of what does the kingdom of God consist (v20) and what does this mean?
	Some in Corinth had become arrogant, having concluded that Paul would not be coming to Corinth to call their hand. He told them, though, that he was coming soon and that he would then find out just how much power these people had, or if it was all just words. Only those who have the Spirit of God truly working through them have any power, that which changes people. Words may sound good, or they may be logical or intellectual, but if people’s lives aren’t being changed then the power of God is not at work. This is all that matters because the kingdom of God does not consist in words – anybody can talk or have knowledge – but in life-changing power. The question that Paul asked them and that we must ask ourselves is whether we want the Lord or His servants to come to us with a rod of discipline, or with love and a spirit of gentleness. If we are humble and repentant the Lord can reprove us gently through others; but if we are stubborn He often has to use the sledge hammer approach. This may occur through a strong rebuke or through difficult circumstances, so it is obviously better to stay in an attitude of repentance, humbly taking inventory and asking God to remove our character defects. 

	11 Review 1 Cor 3-4. In order to grow up spiritually 1) who are we to follow and why (3:5-11), 2) what calling should be our focus (3:16, 4:1-2), and 3) why must we fight against conceit (4:6-10)? 
	We are to follow the Lord alone if we are to grow up spiritually. When we become attached to a person and their opinions, which results in disunity, we will be unable to move forward as we should. Sometimes we become overly dependent on them, but in the case of the Corinthians we sometimes use this to become arrogant, thinking that we are the only ones who “get it”. It makes sense to only follow the Lord since He is the only One that causes the growth of the kingdom. Our calling as the temple of God’s Spirit, as servants and as stewards should be our focus. This will remind us that it is not all about us, but about the Lord and His work in others through us. We must fight against conceit because not only does it repel us from God and other godly Christians, it will also lead to a fall. God will rebuke us for such pride, whether sternly or gently. So, when we see that such arrogance is present we must immediately repent of it, whatever it takes. 


