Study Questions for Judges 19-21 – Crimes Against Humanity
The Big Idea: When we allow sin to go unchecked it will devastate our lives and destroy society. 
	I. A Deplorable Regression (19)
	Key Idea: When we simply follow our own ideas we can spiritually regress to a point that is almost inconceivable. 

	1. Scan Judges 19:1-15.  What did the Levite’s concubine do (v1-2) and how did he respond (v3)? What occurred (v4-9) and what did the Levite then do (v10-15)? Why did he pass by Jebus for Gibeah (v12)? 
	The Levite’s concubine (like a second class wife) had been unfaithful to him (played the harlot) and then left him to go back home to her father’s house. After she had been there four months her husband went to her to bring her back home and when her father saw him he was glad. He detained him for three days as they ate and drank together. On the fourth day the Levite got ready to leave but the girls’ father persuaded him to eat with him, and then got him to stay another day. On the fifth day the father-in-law tried the same tack but this time the man wouldn’t relent; he left even though it was evening. As he neared Jebus (inhabited by Jebusites – Canaanites) he decided not to stay even though his servant begged him to. He refused, saying that he would not spend the night in a city of “foreigners”, those not of the sons of Israel, but would go onto Gibeah or Ramah, Israelite cities. When they got to Gibeah in the territory of Benjamin they stopped there, but had to stay in the open square since no one took them in. 

	2. In 19:16-26 who helped the pair (v16-17) and what did he do (v18-21)? What happened next (v22) and how did the old man respond (v23-24)? How did the men of Gibeah react (v25) and what did the man do (v25)? What was the outcome (v26)? 
	An old man, originally from the hill country of Ephraim but now living in Gibeah, came in from his work in the field and saw the “traveler” (he didn’t realize he was a Levite) in the open square and asked him why he was there. The Levite told him that they were passing from Bethlehem to the remote country of Ephraim where he was from. He told him that he was going to house but had to stay in the open square since no one would take him in, even though he had straw and fodder for his donkeys and bread and wine for himself, as well as for the man’s maidservant and the young man who was with his servants. They needed no provision, just shelter; so, the old man told him “Peace to you”, and then offered to take care of his needs at his house so they wouldn’t have to stay in the square all night. They relocated to the old man’s house, got their feet washed in a show of hospitality, and then ate and drank together. As they did this certain men of Gibeah, “sons of Belial” (this was not a proper name until later, and didn’t refer to a god), or worthless men surrounded the house, pounded on the door and demanded that the old man bring the Levite to them that they might sodomize him. He pleaded with them to not do this and act so wickedly and instead offered them his virgin daughter and his concubine so they could “ravish” them or do whatever they wished. They wouldn’t listen so the man seized his concubine – it’s not certain which man did this – brought her out to them, and they raped and abused her all night. When dawn approached they let her go and they woman fell at the door, lying there dead until it was full daylight. 

	3. From 19:27-30 what was discovered the next morning (v27-28)? What did the Levite do (v28, 29) and what response did this provoke from all who saw it (v30)? Do you agree with what he did? 
	The next morning the concubine’s master arose and went out to continue the journey and saw his concubine. He tried to get her up, but realized she was dead. So, he placed her on his donkey and went to his house in Ephraim, and there cut her up into twelve pieces, limb by limb, as he had probably done countless times with animal sacrifices. He then sent one piece each to the twelve tribes. It must have had a message with it to explain it, because everyone who saw it exclaimed that nothing like that had ever happened since Israel came from Egypt. Therefore, they said that they should consider it, take counsel and speak up. The Levite’s action was appropriate, albeit gruesome, because the woman was dead and it provoked all Israel to deal with the sin of these men of Gibeah. This communicated just how deplorable conditions had become in Israel. 

	II. A Decisive Retribution (20)
	Key Idea: Those who serve God must eliminate evil from their midst, but must seek God as they do. 

	4. From Judges 20:1-7 where did Israel assemble, how many and before whom (v1-2)? What did they ask (v3), what did the Levite report (v4-5) and why had he responded as he had (v6-7)? 
	Israel, from Dan (north) to Beersheba (south), and Gilead east of the Jordan, assembled as one man to Mizpah (probably the one on the border of Benjamin and Ephraim) before the Lord with 400,000 soldiers (a decrease from the 603,000 that had come into Canaan at the beginning of the conquest). That it was done “before the Lord” may imply that this was a worship center in that day, but it primarily indicates that this action was sanctioned by God. This gathering was so large that the tribe of Benjamin was aware of it. The tribes then got a report from the Levite of what had occurred, hearing that these worthless men of Gibeah had intended to kill him but had instead ravished his concubine so that she died. He explained that he had cut up his concubine because they had committed a “lewd (sexually immoral and repugnant) and disgraceful” act in Israel. Thus, he asked the sons of Israel to give their advice and counsel. 

	5. According to 20:8-17 what did Israel decide (v8-10, 11) and do (v12-13), and how did Benjamin respond (v13, 14)? Describe Benjamin’s (v15-16) and Israel’s (v17) armies. 
	Everyone agreed that no one would leave until they took action. They decided to go against Gibeah by lot, taking 1 of every ten to supply food for the warriors who were to go to Gibeah. Thus they would be able to punish them without delay for these disgraceful acts they had committed in Israel. Based on the decision they sent men throughout the tribe of Benjamin to ask what they were going to do about this evil, and asked them to deliver up these worthless fellows so they could be put to death for their capital crime. Sadly, the Benjamites refused them and instead gathered from their cities with 26,000 men to go to battle, including 700 choice men who were left handed and able to sling a stone “at a hair” and not miss. The army of Israel numbered 400,000 who could draw the sword. The numerical odds were thus tilted dramatically in Israel’s favor as the battle began. 

	6. Using 20:18-35 who led Israel into battle and why (v18)? How did phase 1 (v19-21), phase 2 (v24-25) and phase 3 (v29-35) go? What was the response each time (v22-23, 26-28)? Why was phase 3 different (v28)? Apply. 
	Because they asked God He told them that Judah should lead them into battle (a fulfillment of Gen 48:9-12 where Israel/Jacob prophesied that he would lead his brothers even though he was not the first born). So, they got up the next morning and camped against Gibeah, but Benjamin came out of Gibeah and killed 22,000 Israelites that day. When this happened they encouraged themselves – renewed their commitment to the Lord – and arrayed for battle again. They also went up and wept before the Lord that evening, asking Him if they should again battle Benjamin; He said they should. The next day they fought they lost 18,000 Israelites so they went to Bethel (where the tent of meeting was), remaining there and fasting as they wept. They also offered burnt and peace offerings to the Lord, and then again asked if they should go to battle again, or cease (this may indicate casting the lots before the Lord by the High Priest, Phineas). This time the Lord said to go to battle and that He would deliver Benjamin into their hands. There is a progression here in the approach that Israel took. Although what they did was good – getting rid of this evil in Israel – the first time they simply went to battle without asking God about it. The second time they asked God, but without the High Priest – they possibly were still a little too flippant about this. But the third time they went through the proper procedure; they fasted, offered offering, and sought the High Priest who inquired of the Lord. That time the Lord promised victory, possibly giving them the successful strategy, that of ambush. As they went up the third day the Benjamites again left Gibeah to battle them in the fields. After killing about thirty of them they assumed that victory was immanent as before. This time, though, Israel continued to flee and drew them away further, and then those in ambush arrayed themselves for battle and Benjamin was surrounded and defeated. About 25,100 in all were killed as the Lord struck Benjamin that day. This story teaches us that we must not take God for granted just because we pray. It is not the prayer that works, but it is God who works through prayer. We must, therefore, seek Him sincerely and in complete dependence when we pray and He will accomplish what is good in our lives. That is not to say that every time something seemingly “bad” happens that we approached Him wrongly or didn’t have enough faith; sometimes He has a good purpose in things that seem to be bad. But in general we must remember that God is the only part of prayer that really does anything. 

	7. In 20:36-48 how was Benjamin defeated (v36-37, 38-43) and how many were killed at first (v44)? How many were killed next (v45-46) and how many escaped (v47)? What else did Israel do (v48)? 
	Benjamin was defeated by Israel’s ambush as the Israelites left behind burned the city. This was the appointed sign that it was time for those fleeing to turn on their pursuers and for the rest of Israel to begin the battle. At first about 18,000 Benjamites, valiant warriors, fell in battle while the rest fled towards the rock of Rimmon. As they did they caught 5000 of them on the highways and then at Gidom killed 2000 of them. All the warriors who died that day numbered approximately 25,000, but 600 hid out at Rimmon for four months. Then Israel turned back to Gibeah and killed everyone there, along with the cattle and anything else they found, and then they set on fire all the cities of Benjamin that they found. This was like holy was against Benjamin. 

	III. A Desperate Restoration (21)
	Key Idea: There is no righteous measure too desperate if it leads God’s people back into fellowship with Him. 

	8. Based on 21:1-7 what had Israel vowed (v1) and what was the result (v2-3)? What was their first response (v3-4) and what was their concern (v5-7)? 
	Israel had sworn at Mizpah as they decided to enter into battle that none of them would give their daughters to Benjamin in marriage. Thus, with this tribe essentially wiped out – only 600 were left – they had no way to propagate. They went to Bethel again and mourned before the Lord because a tribe in Israel was gone. They got up the next day, built an altar, and offered burnt and peace offerings on it again, apparently seeking the Lord about what they should do. They then asked who had not helped them in battle, because they had taken another oath at Mizpah that anyone who didn’t help in punishing Benjamin would be put to death. This would possibly be a way to resolve the issue of having no women available to marry the Benjamites who remained. 

	9. Read 21:8-15. What did Israel discover (v8-9) and what action did they then take (v10-11)? What did they determine (v12) and what did they do with this information (v13-14)? Why (v15)? 
	It was discovered that no one from Jabesh-Gilead had helped in the fight against Benjamin, so they sent 12,000 of their valiant warriors there and commanded them to kill all the men, plus any woman who was not a virgin, and the children. When they did this all that were left were 400 young virgins and they brought them to the camp at Shiloh. They then sent word to the Benjamites at Rimmon that they were declaring peace to them, so they returned and received these women as their wives. This reconciliation happened because Israel had become sorry about the breach that the Lord had made in the tribes of Israel because of His guidance to destroy them. 

	10. According to 21:16-25 what problem did the elders face (v16-18) and how did they resolve it (v19-24)? Give examples from Judges of how v25 was demonstrated.
	Obviously, they were still 200 wives short, but couldn’t give their daughters in marriage to Benjamin because of their oath. So, they decided to employ an annual feast at Shiloh as a solution. They told the Benjamites to wait in the vineyards during the feast and when the daughters of Shiloh came out to take part in the dances if they could capture one of them they could be their wife. They promised to support them in this maneuver by asking the fathers to give these wives voluntarily without fear of penalty regarding the oath. The sons of Benjamin followed this plan and the remaining 200 got wives and rebuilt their families on their inheritance. Thus, Benjamin had been restored. The book of Judges concludes with the summary that there was no king in Israel in those days and everyone did what was right in their own eyes. This was evident from the early idolatry among the tribes, from the refusal to complete the task of driving out the Canaanites completely, by Barak’s decision to allow Deborah to lead in battle, Gideon’s idolatry, Abimelech and Shechem’s decision to destroy his sons, by Jephthah’s rash vow, by Samson’s mixed obedience to God and flippancy regarding his divine enablements, by the Levite’s decision to become Micah’s, and then Dan’s, personal priest, by Dan’s decision to relocate, by the Gibeahites rape and murder of the concubine, by Israel’s initial foray against Benjamin and their way of restoring them. These all show that the way that seemed right in their eyes led to chaos, conflict and destruction. This, in turn, showed the need for a righteous king who would lead Israel to obey God’s law, rather than their own sense of right and wrong (like Saul, the first king, did). This was setting the stage for King David who would be a man after God’s own heart, and a picture of the ultimate King, Jesus, the Messiah. 

	11 Review the evil perpetrated and the overall results of it in Judges 19-21. What does this teach us about sin, and of the need for a righteous King to lead us? 
	The concubine’s unfaithfulness led to Gibeah’s evil, which in turn led to the death of the concubine. This resulted in all Israel going to war with Benjamin, with 40,000 Israelites and 25,100 Benjamites dying in that war. Also, the town of Gibeah and surrounding towns were destroyed, with their women and children. In addition, the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead were killed for refusing to fight against Benjamin. This shows us how devastating even just one sin is when it bears fruit to maturity. There are so many ripple effects from it that it is simply foolish and extremely dangerous to play with it at all. On the other hand when we follow God – who desires to be our King – we treat one another with love, honor and respect and bring Him glory by our actions. This is seen at the end of the story as the Israelites begin to have compassion – God’s compassion – for the Benjamites who are in danger of extinction. Because of their inventive solution they restore this nearly lost tribe, but in the process the importance of a godly king – eventually David – who will follow God’s law is readily apparent. In the books of 1-2 Samuel this solution will be realized. The same is true for our lives – we all need a godly King/Leader to guide us onto God’s path of blessing. 


