Study Questions for Jeremiah 27-33
The Big Idea: Rather than trying to escape God’s discipline by following others’ faulty advice, it is best to accept it and celebrate it when it’s over. 
	I. Take Your Medicine (27:1-28:17)
	Key Idea: It is wise to accept the discipline of God when that is the course He has laid out for us. 

	1. Look at Jer 27:1-22. What was Jeremiah to do (v1-2, 3) and what did it mean (v4-8, 9-11)? How did he respond (v12-15, 16-17) and what further hope did he give (v21-22)? 
	Jeremiah was to make a wooden yoke and put it on his neck, then send word to the kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, Sidon that God was about to subjugate all of their kingdoms to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. If they wouldn’t serve him voluntarily God would punish that nation by sword, famine, and pestilence that would come by Babylon’s hand. Furthermore, Jeremiah told Zedekiah that he was to not pay attention to the false prophets who were telling him to not serve Babylon because any kingdom who submitted to their rule would remain alive on their own land. He also told the priests and all the people to not listen to their prophets who were saying that the utensils that had been taken from the Temple would be returned shortly, as if Babylon was going to be overthrown or no longer enslave the Jews. Instead of speaking lies the false prophets should have been asking the Lord to not allow the remaining utensils to leave the Temple. However, the Lord had decreed that these articles would be taken to Babylon until the 70 years captivity was ended. Even though this sounded negative, it actually was hopeful, because it meant that there would be an end to the captivity. 

	2. In 28:1-17 what did Hananiah do (v1-4)? How did Jeremiah respond (v5-9) and what was Hananiah’s reaction (v10-11)? What was God’s response (v12-17)? Apply. 
	Hananiah, a false prophet, reported that God had told him that He had broken the yoke of Babylon, and that all the utensils and the leaders that had been taken into captivity would be returned to Judah within two years. Jeremiah didn’t argue; he simply said that any prophet who prophesies peace and it comes to pass will thereby be confirmed as a true prophet. In other words, the “proof was in the pudding” – anyone could say there was going to be peace, but his words had to be fulfilled for him to be a true prophet. To reinforce his point, then, Hananiah took the yoke off Jeremiah’s neck and broke it saying that the Lord had told him that He would break the yoke of Babylon within two years. God responded by saying that Hananiah’s actions had caused the wooden yoke of Babylon to be replaced with an iron yoke, making all the nations’ bondage to Babylon just that much more certain. He also declared Hananiah to be a false prophet, saying he had made the people trust in a lie; because he had counseled rebellion against the Lord he would die. This was fulfilled in the seventh month of that same year. Thus Jeremiah’s words as a true prophet were confirmed, while Hananiah’s lies were exposed. The application for us is to not simply believe the pleasant things that we want to hear; we must pay special attention to the one who speaks the unpopular truths for God as well. We must stop trying to “get around” the discipline of God, and be willing rather to learn from it. 

	II. Enjoy Your Recovery (29:1-31:26)
	Key Idea: Because God is in control we must celebrate His promise to restore us even while our circumstances seem unfavorable. 

	3. From 29:1-14 what were the exiles told to do (v4-7) and why (v10)? What did God promise them (v11-14)? How is this a good model for us as believers in a hostile world? 
	Jeremiah sent a letter to the exiles from God telling them to build houses to live in, plant gardens, eat their produce, take wives, father children, and give their daughters away in marriage. They were to multiply in the land of their captivity because they were going to be there seventy years. Furthermore, they were to seek the welfare of the city in which they lived and pray to the Lord on their behalf, for as it prospered, so would they. They were not to listen to the false prophets who were telling them that this would be a short captivity and that they should therefore treat their captors as enemies to be fought against. If they would accept their bondage and make the best of it, God would bring them back in seventy years to Judah. He had good plans for them, plans for their welfare rather than calamity, so that they had a future and a hope. They would eventually call upon Him and come and pray to Him and He would listen to them. He would be found by them when they finally sought Him with their whole heart. At that time He would restore all their fortunes and gather them back from all the lands into which He had driven them. This direction from God for them in Babylon applies to us today. We are in “captivity” in this world today and we should pray to the Lord for the welfare of the place in which we live. If we would do this we would show them the true God that we worship and serve and they would be possibly be turned to Him. Looking at the big picture, since Israel refused to be a witness to the nations up to this point, choosing rather to hoard the blessings of God, God finally drove them out of Judah and Israel so they could make an impact on the nations through their captivity. This is essentially what happened in the early church when God allowed persecution to drive the early Christians out of Jerusalem and to the ends of the earth with the gospel message. 

	4. Using Jer 29:15-32 what would happen to the false prophets in Babylon (v21) and why (v23)? What about Shemaiah (v32)? Why (v24-28, 31, 32)? Apply. 
	The false prophets in Babylon, Ahab and Zedekiah (not the kings), who were prophesying that Judah would return in two years would be delivered into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon who would kill them. They would be used as the content of a curse from that day forward (“may the Lord make you like Zedekiah and Ahab whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire”). The reason was not only their false prophecy; it was also because they had acted foolishly in Israel and had committed adultery with their neighbors’ wives. Shemaiah, who had sent letters in his name to the people of Jerusalem, to Zephaniah the priest, and the rest of the priests saying that he had been made the high priest in place of Jehoiada, would also be judged. He would be punished, along with his descendants; he would see none of the good God was about to do to His people because he had preached rebellion against the Lord. This rebellion was probably related to his self-appointment to the priesthood. By doing this he had rebelled against God’s appointed order. Whenever we go against God’s revealed will and appointed leaders we can expect nothing but resistance and discipline from God. We must not take matters into our own hands. 

	5. Based on 30:1-15 what was in the future for Judah (Jacob) for bad (v4-7) and for good (v1-3, 8-11)? What was their real problem (v12-14) and who would have to solve it (v15)?  
	The future for Judah for bad was that they were about to encounter the “time of Jacob’s distress”, a time when there would be no peace, but only terror to the people of Israel (this would occur immediately, but also in the future in AD70 when the Romans sacked Jerusalem again –see Luke 21:23). However, they also had a good future in store because a time was coming when God would restore Israel and Judah’s fortunes. He would bring them back to their homeland and break the yoke of foreigners from their necks; they would again serve the Lord and the Davidic king whom God would place on the throne and would no longer need to be afraid. Their real problem, though, was that they had an incurable wound due to their great iniquity and numerous sins. No one, either themselves or foreign powers, could save them. God had brought all of this on them because of their sin, so He was the only One who could deliver them. 

	6. According to 30:16-24 what would God do to Judah’s enemies (v16, 20, 23-24)? What would He do for Judah (v17, 18-20, 21-22)? 
	Judah’s enemies, who had devoured them, would themselves be devoured; their adversaries would go into captivity and become plunder and prey for Judah. They would be punished by God’s sweeping wrath; He would accomplish completely His fierce anger against them, even though it would take until the “latter days” (probably referring to the Tribulation). On the other hand, God would restore Jacob (Israel and Judah) to health, healing all their wounds. They would no longer be outcasts, their fortunes would be restored, all the cities would be rebuilt, along with the palace, and they would proceed with thanksgiving. They would be honored and they would multiply, and their leader would come out of their midst. This would be one that God would bring forth, since they couldn’t risk taking the initiative to come into the presence of God. But God promised that they would be His people and He would be their God. 

	7. In 31:1-26 describe God’s love for Israel (v3), and how had it been shown (v2)? What would He do (v4, 8-11, 13-14, 15-17, 20, 25) and how would they react (v5-7, 12, 21, 23)?
	The Lord’s love for Israel is an everlasting (eternal) love that has taken loving and kind action to draw them to Himself. This had been seen early on when God had delivered them from the sword of the Egyptians and sheltered them with His grace in the wilderness as they went to find rest in the land of Canaan. God would now build them up so that they would be rebuilt and they would celebrate greatly. They would be brought back from the north, even with the blind, lame and pregnant women, walking back by the streams without stumbling. He had ransomed and redeemed Jacob from their oppressors and would gather them back as a shepherd keeps His flock. Their mourning would be turned to joy, their sorrow would be comforted, God would fill the souls of their priests with abundance, and the people would be satisfied with His goodness. Even though their had been weeping in Judah for children who had been killed now their work would be rewarded as they returned from the land of the enemy. God would give them hope for their children’s future as His heart yearned for them and determined to show them mercy. He would satisfy the weary ones and refresh everyone who was languishing. They would react to God’s goodness this time by desiring to go up to Jerusalem to celebrate their God; they would sing among the nations, and pray for God to save His people. They would be radiant over the bountiful supply from the Lord, their lives would be like watered gardens, they would set up markers to direct themselves along the Lord’s highways to their homeland, and they would bless others in the name and blessing of the Lord. It would indeed be a great time of restoration from the Lord and to the Lord. 

	III. Look Forward to Perfect Health (31:27-33:26)
	Key Idea: We should look forward to the day when God will completely restore His people to fellowship and abundance in Him. 

	8. From 31:27-40 what would life under the new covenant be like (v27-30) and what were its provisions (v31-34)? How did God underscore its certainty (v35-40)? 
	Life under the new covenant would be prosperous; God would now build and plant Israel. Each person would now be responsible before God for their choices, rather than being trapped in the sins of their family and/or community around them. The provisions of the new covenant – that God’s law would be written on the hearts of the people, their sins would be forgiven, and each one of them would know the Lord, from the greatest to the least - would insure that it would be kept on both sides because it would be internalized and God would be their teacher and guide. God underscored the certainty of this new covenant by saying that it could only be voided if the fixed order of nature were able to depart from before God on its own. Since God is the One who established it, that would be impossible. Only if someone could measure the heavens or search out the depths of the earth, only then would God cast off Israel; this was exaggerated language to show the impossibility of such a thing. God promised that all the region of Jerusalem and its surroundings would be rebuilt and set apart to Him. 

	9. Looking at 32:1-15 what was Zedekiah’s question (v1-5), and what was Jeremiah’s answer (v6-15)? Why was this a good answer?
	Zedekiah wanted to know why Jeremiah kept prophesying that God was going to give Jerusalem over to Babylon, that Zedekiah would not escape, but would be taken to Babylon until God visited him (probably death), and that if he fought against the Chaldeans (Babylonians) he would not succeed. Jeremiah’s answer was that God had told him to buy a plot of land in Anathoth, even though they were being deported to Babylon, which he did. God had told him that houses and lands would again be bought in the land of Israel. The reason this was a good answer is that it showed God’s plan, and it showed the sincerity of Jeremiah’s belief in that plan. God would indeed deport Judah to Babylon, but this was not the end; He would bring them back after 70 years and they would be restored. Zedekiah was very short-sighted due to his pride. If we will wait on the Lord He will give us all we need; but if we try to control the desired outcomes by ourselves, we will self-destruct. 

	10. Scan 32:16-44. What was Jeremiah’s prayer (v16-22, 23-25)? How did God answer (v27, 28-35, 36-42, 43-44)? What can we learn from this? 
	Jeremiah affirmed God’s great power, wisdom and justice, and recalled His great deliverances for Israel out of Egypt, and from the enemies in Canaan as they conquered it. He also acknowledged that Israel had been disobedient to God, with the result that the Babylonians were beseiging Jerusalem even as he prayed. This is what God had predicted if His people did not remain faithful to Him. In light of this promised judgment Jeremiah wondered why God had told him to buy the land in Anathoth. God answered by asking, “is anything too difficult for Me?” Even though He was about to give Jerusalem to the Babylonians because of the horrific idolatry and rebellion of the people, and because of their refusal to listen to Him although He sent prophets to them repeatedly, He also intended to fulfill His promise to restore them to the land after 70 years. They would become His people and He would be their God; they would have one heart and one way and would fear God forever. He would make an eternal covenant with them that He would never forsake. He would rejoice over them to do good, planting them faithfully in the land with all His heart and soul. So, men would indeed sign and seal deeds in Benjamin, Judah, and the southern regions (the Negev) and God would restore their fortunes. No matter how impossible a scenario of blessing may appear, we must never give up on God; He is able to do exceedingly abundantly beyond all we ask or imagine (Eph 3:20). 

	11. Using 33:1-13 what was Jeremiah’s part in God’s blessing (v1-3) and what would God do for Judah as a result (v5-7, 8, 9, 10-13)? 
	Jeremiah’s part (and ours) in God’s blessing was to “call to Him” so that God could answer him and show him great and mighty things which he did not know. God would respond to this prayer by bringing health and healing to Jerusalem even while they were fighting against the Babylonians. He would reveal to them an abundance of peace and truth, restore the fortunes of Judah and Israel, rebuilding them as they were at the first. He would cleanse them from all their iniquities against Him and make Jerusalem a name of joy, praise and glory before all the nations of the earth. In that city there would be heard the voice of joy and gladness, the voice of the bride, and those who say “give thanks to the Lord of hosts, for He is good and His lovingkindness is everlasting”. The land would be fruitful and a place for abundant flocks that would be kept by shepherds. The land would be fully restored and the people fully satisfied. 

	12. According to 33:14-26 who would fulfill God’s promise to David (v15-18)? How certain was Israel’s restoration (v19-22, 23-26)? 
	God’s promise to David would be fulfilled by “a righteous Branch of David” who would spring forth. He would execute justice and righteousness on the earth, causing Judah to be saved and dwell in security. Jerusalem would be called “the Lord is our righteousness”, David’s descendant (the Branch) would sit on his throne forever, and the priests would offer their sacrifices forever. Israel’s restoration was as certain as day and night,  and the fixed patterns of heaven. 


