Daily Study Questions for Zechariah 1-6

The Big Idea: We should receive encouragement from the fact that God will remove sin and restore us to complete fellowship with Him one day. 
	I. Vision of Restoration                (1:1-2:13)
	Key Idea: Although the world is currently under the control of evil empires, He will not fail to restore His people one day. 

	1. Read Zechariah 1:1-6. How had God felt towards Israel’s fathers (v1-2, 4, 6), and how had they responded (v4, 6)? What was the current generation to do (v3-5)? 
	The Lord had been angry with Israel’s forefathers had been warned by the prophets to turn from their evil ways. However, they didn’t listen to Him or do what He said, and as a result they didn’t continue on. Even though these prophets had also died, the word of God that they had prophesied did overtake the forefathers (it happened just as He said it would). When this occurred that generation did repent, admitting that God had dealt with them according to their evil (seventy years captivity) and His purpose had indeed been fulfilled. Based on this God was telling the current generation through Zechariah that they needed to return to Him so that He could return to them. 

	2. Using 1:7-17 describe Zechariah’s first vision (v7-8) and what it meant (v9-11). What was Zechariah’s concern (v12) and what were God’s promises (v13-14, 15, 16, 17)? 
	Zechariah’s first night vision was of a man on a red horse standing among myrtle trees in the ravine with red, white and sorrel horses behind him. This man is identified in v11 as “the angel of the Lord”, and these horses (with riders presumably) were sent out by the Lord to patrol the earth. The colors of these horses are usually symbolic, with red standing for blood and war and white standing for victory; sorrel is not a typical symbol in the Bible. The real point is that these horses, in patrolling the earth, had found it peaceful and quiet. This is significant because it was under the rule of Gentile nations, and not God’s people. This shows that not all peace is God’s peace (such as the peace of Rome known as the Pax Romana), but is an imposed peace that results from the threat of violence. This may be the meaning of the various colors of the horses. When Zechariah saw that the world was living in peace but that the people of God were at the end of their seventy years captivity, and thus in some turmoil, he asked God how long it would be before He showed compassion for Jerusalem and the cities of Judah. God replied with gracious and comforting words through the angel, letting Zechariah know that He was indeed jealous for Jerusalem and angry with the nations who are at ease because they had exacted more punishment on Israel that God desired. He promised to return to Jerusalem with compassion and to rebuild His house there. He also promised that the cities would again overflow with prosperity, Zion would be comforted, and He would again choose Jerusalem (as the place for His name and presence to dwell). 

	3. Looking at 1:18-21 what were the two elements of the 2nd vision (v18, 20) and what did each mean (v19, 21)? Why would this bring comfort? 
	The next vision had four horns and four craftsmen in it. Horns always symbolize power in the Bible, and here the four horns probably represent the four world kingdoms that would arise (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome). They scattered Israel and Judah as they came to power. The four craftsmen would be the ones who would dismantle each of these kingdoms – Medo-Persia would dismantle Babylon, Greece would dismantle Medo-Persia, Rome would dismantle Greece, and the Messianic kingdom would dismantle Rome. This would have comforted Zechariah because it meant that not only would these evil kingdoms not endure, but the Messianic kingdom would endure forever. 

	4. From Zechariah 2:1-13 what was the 3rd vision (v1-2) and what did God promise (v3-5, 10, 11, 12)? What would He do to their enemies (v8-9)? Why (v8, 13)?  
	In the third vision Jerusalem is measured with a line, indicating that it would be rebuilt. An angel was commanded to run and speak to Zechariah that Jerusalem indeed would be inhabited again – but without walls because of the multitude that would be within it. The Lord Himself would be a wall of fire around her and His presence would be the glory in her midst. God also promised that in that future day that many nations would join themselves to the Lord and become His people (a prediction of the Gentiles turning to God). Judah would be the Lord’s portion in the holy land and Jerusalem would be His chosen dwelling place. God also promised to wave His hand over the nations who had enslaved Israel, and they would become plunder for them instead. The reason this would occur was that God was seeking His glory and the way He would accomplish this was by standing up for His people. To destructively touch the people of God is to touch the “apple of His eye” (possibly His pupil) – they are the central focus of God, the gate through which He sees the nations. Since this had occurred God had been roused from His holy habitation (heaven), and thus all flesh should be in awe of what would happen next. 

	II. Vision of Renewal             (3:1-4:14)
	Key Idea: The Lord will make us acceptable in His sight and for His service and promises to strengthen us for the task. 

	5. Using 3:1-7 in the next vision what was Satan doing to Joshua (v1) and what did God do about it (v2, 3-5)? What was His “premise” and “promise” to Joshua (v6-7)? Apply. 
	 Satan was standing at Joshua’s right hand to accuse him (this is what he always does) before the angel of the Lord. In verse 2 He is referred to as the Lord, so this is Angel of the Lord is God (probably the 2nd person of the Trinity, Jesus pre-incarnate, as in other places in the Old Testament). The Lord rebuked Satan for this accusation because he had plucked Joshua from the fire of His judgment, just as He had plucked Israel from Babylon and brought them back to Jerusalem. Furthermore, He commanded those who were standing before Him to remove Joshua’s filthy (the strongest word for filth in the Hebrew) garments and to clothe him with festal (these were white) robes and to place a clean turban (the high priest’s turban said “holy to the Lord” on it) on his head. These actions were symbolic of the Lord’s removal of Joshua’s (and Israel’s) iniquity and His replacing of them with righteousness, and thus acceptance in His presence. Although they were accepted, God’s promise of free access to His presence and the privilege of governing His house (the temple) and having charge of His courts would be according to the premise that they would walk in His ways and perform His service. This is the way it works in the Christian life as well – we are forgiven and receive the righteousness of Christ, but the only way we continue to have fellowship with the Lord and minister for Him to the world is by walking in His ways and performing His service. When self gets in charge again we no longer have that fellowship with Him, but if we confess He will restore us to fellowship. 

	6.  Read 3:8-10. Who did God promise to bring to Israel one day (v8)? What were His two names (v8, 9) and what do they symbolize? What would He do for them (v9, 10)? 
	Joshua and those sitting in front of him were symbols of God’s plans for Israel’s future – they symbolized the coming reign of His servant the “Branch”, both designations of their coming Messiah. Several references in Isaiah 42-53 spoke of Him as “the Servant”, and several places spoke of Him as “the Branch” (Is 4:2, Jer 23:5, Jer 33:15, Zech 6:12-13). Jesus fulfilled this Messianic prophecy as He was both the Servant of the Lord and the Branch through whom He would bear His fruit. Another messianic designation is in v9 which refers to the “stone” with seven eyes that the Lord had set before Zechariah. The seven eyes indicated His omniscience, meaning no injustice or sin would escape His judgment. This stone (Jesus is called the stone of stumbling and the rock of offense, 1 Pet 2:7-8) would be engraved, just as a cornerstone was, showing that He would be the Cornerstone. The only way a building stands is with a cornerstone tying both walls together, and the only way a person or nation stands is by the removal of iniquity. So, in a sense, the engraving on the stone symbolized the removal of sin and the eternal security of the people of God. That is why the promise is made that one day everyone will invite their neighbor to sit under his vine and under his fig tree – symbols of prosperity and peace. The inevitable result of the removal of the presence of sin is peace and prosperity because there is nothing to bring about God’s discipline (or conflict with one another). Jesus is our peace and when sin is removed in His kingdom it will be a true life of abundance. 

	7. In 4:1-14 what was the next vision (v1-3) and the meaning of the lampstand (v14) and olive trees (v11-14)? What would Zerubbabel’s strength be for completing the temple (v6-10)? 
	Zechariah’s next vision was of a golden lampstand with a bowl on top (for the supply of oil), and seven spouts to the seven lamps. This was the golden lampstand in the temple which symbolized Israel (and later Jesus) as the light of the world. There were two olive trees on each side of the bowl, showing that the supply of oil (olive oil) would be unending when this prophecy came to fulfillment. As vss 11-14 reveal the two olive trees were the two anointed ones standing by the Lord of the earth (the golden lampstand). This is probably a reference to the two offices in Israel that were anointed by God, the office of king and of priest. At the time of this prophecy these roles were filled by Zerubbabel (the king or governor) and Joshua, the high priest. This is a twofold promise. First, it is a promise that Zerubbabel and Joshua will be the channel of never ending oil to bring glory (light) to the Lord – as long as they did it by His Spirit, and not by their own power and might. This would be the strength that they would have for completing the temple and God promised that this would happen. When it was completed as the top stone was laid there would be shouts of “grace, grace to it”, showing that it was by God’s strength that this temple had been built. However, He intended to use Zerubbabel to do it, promising that just as he had laid the foundation of the house he would also finish it. Rather than despising the “day of small things”, referring to the smaller size of this temple, the Lord Himself would be glad when He saw the plumb line in the hands of Zerubbabel. This shows us that it doesn’t matter what people think about what we are doing as long as God is pleased. He is the One who matters. 

	III. Vision of Retribution                 (5:1-6:15)
	Key Idea: God will judge and remove sin one day and rule over us as priest and king. 

	8. From 5:1-4 what was the sixth vision (v1-2) and what did it mean (v3)? Where would the scroll go (v4-5) and what would it cause (v4-5)?
	The next vision was of a flying scroll that was a curse going out over the land against everyone who stole and everyone who swore falsely in the Name of the Lord. This scroll was twenty cubits by ten cubits, the exact size of the holy place in the tabernacle. It is God’s divine standard (His Word) by which man will be judged. Possibly this scroll symbolized the ten commandments, and the third and eighth commands are pointed out to represent all ten. The point is that whenever God’s people live by thievery and lying they will be judged for them – those who practice such things show that they are not God’s people. These curses of God’s judgment would come to rest in the houses of those who practiced such things, and would consume them completely. 

	9. Looking at 5:5-11 describe the seventh vision (v5-8, 9-11)? Who was in the basket (v8) and where would she be taken (v11)? Why? Who does this represent? 
	The seventh vision was that of an ephah (a particular sized basket usually for grain) with a lead cover on it, and woman named “Wickedness” was thrown inside it. This basket was then lifted up and flown to the land of Shinar (Babylon) so that a temple could be built there for her. She would then be set on her own pedestal in that temple. This probably shows God’s plan to remove the sin (possibly the sin centered on materialism which the grain basket would represent) from Israel in preparation for the establishment of His kingdom. 

	10. Using 6:1-8 what was Zechariah’s final vision (v1-3)? Where would God’s judgment fall (v4-6) and how would God feel about this (v7-8)? 
	Zechariah’s final vision was of four chariots pulled by horses of four different colors – red, black, white, and dappled. The mountains were bronze (normally symbolizing God’s judgment). These four chariots represented the four spirits (winds) of heaven that would go forth after standing before the Lord. The black and white horses would go to the land of the north (where most of Israel’s enemies came from) and the dappled horses would go to the south (where the rest of their enemies came from). Those that went to the north would appease God’s wrath there so they must have gone forth to bring about God’s judgment on them. Possibly the colors symbolize death (black) and victory (white), but it is hard to correspond the dappled horses to anything concrete. The red horses are left out altogether, so they might come at a later phase in the judgment since they probably symbolize the bloodshed at the last battle. This vision shows that God is angry with the nations who have been against His people and will be satisfied only when His judgment is carried out against them. 

	11. Based on 6:9-15 what did God do to Joshua (v11) and what did this represent (v12-13)? What was the purpose of the crown (v14-15) and how can we apply that? 
	God made an ornate crown for Joshua and set it on his head, which was representative of the coming Branch. Jesus would branch out from where He was and build the temple of the Lord. Not only that but He would also sit on the throne as a priest, so that both “offices” were joined into one. The crown made for Joshua would be a reminder of this promise and when the exiles returned to build this temple they would know that the Lord Himself had sent Zechariah to speak these words. The contingency upon the fulfillment of this promise was whether or not Joshua would completely obey the Lord. This shows us that God not only has great promises for us, but that He wants us to remember these promises so that we will walk in obedience to Him. 

	12. Consider the revelations God gave Zechariah in 1-6. How would these have encouraged the people? How do they encourage you about your future? 
	God was going to judge the earth for their sin against His people and would restore them once again to Jerusalem. Jerusalem and the temple would be rebuilt, the Lord would remove their sin, and He would be in their midst and wall of protection around them. They would be ruled by their righteous Branch who would be both priest and king, peace would prevail and everyone would have all they needed to experience God’s rest. All of things that caused problems related to sin and that would be judged and removed, while the only One who would truly satisfy them, God, would be with them with an attitude of acceptance and blessing. This shows us that although things may be difficult now God is at work to bring about His best in our lives, not just temporarily, but permanently; therefore, we must not give up but continue to serve Him since we will spend eternity in His blessing. 


