Deuteronomy 9-11 Daily Study Questions – Priming the Pump
The Big Idea: When the consequences of rebellion and the rewards of obedience are considered, it only makes sense to learn and carefully follow God’s standards. 
	I. Review of Israel’s Rebellion (9:1-10:11)
	Key Idea: God’s leaders are vitally important for the preservation of His people because of their tendency to rebel. 

	1. Read Deuteronomy 9:1-6. What problem did Israel face (v1-2) and what was God’s answer (v3)? What was His reason for doing this (v4-5) and what was not His reason for doing this (v5, 6)? 
	As Israel contemplated entering the land and dispossessing the nations with great fortified cities in Canaan, the scariest problem they faced was the fact that true giants, the sons of the Anakim, that lived in the land. Jewish legend had it that these were descendants of the union of angels and man referred to in Genesis 6. Regardless, they were giants – great and tall – with a reputation, “Who can stand before the sons of Anak?”, and this alone was enough to cause fear. God’s answer to this fear was that He Himself was going across before them into the land, and as a consuming fire He would destroy them and subdue them before Israel so that they could drive them out and destroy them quickly. However, God’s reason for doing this was because of the wickedness of these nations and because of the oaths that He had sworn to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It was not because of their righteousness (He says this three times) or uprightness of heart because they were a stubborn people. 

	2. Looking at 9:7-24 describe the ways that Israel had stubbornly rebelled (v7, 8, 12, 22, 23-24). How had God responded (v8, 13-14, 19) and how had Moses responded (v9-11, 15-21, 24)?  
	Israel had abundantly illustrated their stubbornness and rebellion. They first provoked God with this at Mt Horeb shortly after they had left Egypt by making and worshiping the golden calf while Moses was on the mountain communing with God. They had also complained against the Lord because of perceived adversity at Taberah, for lack of water at Massah and for no meat to eat at Kibroth-hattaavah, and had rebelled against going into the Promised Land because of the evil report that the ten spies gave them. God’s responded to the golden calf incident with anger and by telling Moses that He was going to destroy them and blot their name out from under heaven, promising to make Moses into a greater and mightier nation than they. At Taberah He punished them with fire, at Massah He gave them water, and at Kibroth-hattaavah He gave them so much meat that they became sick of it – and He caused a plague to break out among them. When Moses heard of God’s proposal of starting over with him in because of their golden calf idolatry, he first went down the mountain and smashed the two tablets of the Law, then fell down before the Lord to intercede for the people and for Aaron. He then took the calf and ground it into fine powder and made the people drink it in the water, which caused sickness and death. All of this placated God so that He didn’t destroy them. Moses continued to lead the people even though he, too, was angry with them; but he was their intercessor and shepherd. 

	3. Using 9:25-29 upon what basis did Moses intercede for Israel (v25-26, 27, 28, 29)? Who do we intercede for and how can we apply this?  
	Moses interceded for the people on the basis of God’s character and reputation. First, he mentioned that they were His people, His inheritance, whom He had redeemed through His greatness and His mighty hand. He asked God to remember Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and not just consider the current rebellious lot (much like He does for us with Jesus). Further, he didn’t want God’s reputation to be questioned since it would appear that He wasn’t able to bring them into the land He had promised, or that He now hated them, even though He had loved them before. He repeated to God that they were His people, even His inheritance, whom He had brought out of Egypt by great power and with a visibly outstretched arm. We must similarly pray to God in behalf of those whom God has entrusted to us who are struggling spiritually. They are God’s people, His inheritance (they will bring blessing to Him when they serve Him), and He has promised to never leave them or forsake them. Furthermore, they represent Him and if He lets them simply fail it will make Him appear to be weak or unfaithful. In short God has a great stake in us, His people, and we are right to pray to Him on the basis of His character, reputation and prior work in our lives. 

	4. From Deut 10:1-11 how did God answer Moses’ prayer (v1-2, 4, 11) and what did Moses do (v3, 5, 10)? How was this answer perpetuated (v6-9)? 
	God’s response to Moses was for him to cut out two more tablets on which God would renew His covenant. God also told him to make an ark (wooden box) to put them in, which Moses did. When Moses took the tablets to the mountain God wrote the “ten words” on them again, and then Moses took them down the mountain and put them in the box. These were so important that they had to be preserved, so God appointed the Levites – a whole tribe - to carry the ark of the covenant. This was their priority, to preserve God’s Word and Law, and it was so important that they had no other inheritance to cultivate in the land. God was their inheritance. Once Moses had received this law after his forty days on the mountain God told him that it was now time to proceed to the land of Canaan. Unfortunately, it would be about 39 years before they actually went in.  

	II. Requirements for Israel’s Blessings (10:12-11:12)
	Key Idea: Loving and obeying the Lord is required for us to experience His blessings. 

	5. Based on 10:12-22 what did God require for Israel to be blessed (v12, 13, 16, 19-20)? List the reasons that this made sense (v14-15, 17-18, 21-22). 
	The Lord required that Israel 1) Fear Him – respect, honor, have awe towards; 2) walk in His ways – live according to His will; 3) love Him - to set our affections on Him; 4) serve the Lord with all their heart and soul – wholeheartedly surrender to Him; and 5) keep the Lord’s commandments and statutes – specific obedience. To do these things they were to “circumcise their hearts”, or eliminate anything that would get in the way of fulfilling these requirements. Coupled with “stiffening their neck no more” the basic idea was for them to relinquish their stubborn and rebellious attitudes. Their obedience was also to extend to those for whom the Lord had compassion such as the alien among them. They were also to “cling” to Him. These requirements made sense because even though God owned the highest heavens, the earth, and all that is in it He had set His affection on Israel. He who is the God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty and awesome God who lives with righteous integrity and impartial justice Himself, so it makes sense that His people would do the same. Furthermore, He was their praise so to live for Him and exalt Him was to enhance their own quality of life. Finally, He had done great and awesome things for them, as evidenced by His taking of seventy who went to Egypt and turning them into a multitude as numerous as the stars of the heaven. 

	6. Using 11:1-7 what 2 overall things was Israel to follow (v1) and how do they relate? Why were they to do this (v2-6, 7)? 
	Generally Israel was to love the Lord their God and keep His charge, statutes, ordinances and commandments. The first had to do with keeping their heart attitude and focus pure – squarely on Him, and the second was the specific requirements of obedience that would indicate the heart attitude. They were to do this because they had seen all that God had done with their own eyes. He had shown His discipline through His greatness, His mighty hand and outstretched arm, and through signs and wonders in Egypt. They had seen with their own eyes God do this to Pharaoh at the Red Sea and to Dathan and Abiram in the wilderness when the earth swallowed them and all their families and belongings; so they knew that it would be foolish to go against the Lord. It is good to see the good God has done for us to want to serve Him and it is good to see the discipline that He will bring to reinforce the wisdom of following Him. 

	7. Read 11:8-12. What does Moses repeat (v8) and what would the result of this be (v8, 9)? Why would this be so great (v9-12)? 
	Based on the discipline they had seen Moses reiterated that they were to keep every commandment that he would command that day. This would enable them to be strong and go in and possess the land, and it would allow them to prolong their days in the land once it was conquered. This should have been their goal because the land was incredible – it was “flowing with milk and honey”, that had plentiful rain because the Lord cared about it. His eyes were always on it from the beginning to the end of the year. It was a land of abundance. 

	III. Rewards of Israel’s Obedience (11:13-32)
	Key Idea: When we choose to carefully follow God’s revealed will for our lives we will be abundantly blessed. 

	8. From 11:13-17 how would God bless Israel (v14, 15) and what was the condition (v13)? What if they didn’t (v16-17)? 
	God would bless Israel by giving the land of Canaan its rain in its season – the early and late rains – which would give them an abundant harvest of grain, grapes for new wine, and olives for oil. Furthermore, they would have plenty of grass for their livestock. This would give them prosperity, enabling them to eat and be satisfied. The condition was that they love and serve the Lord fully with all their hearts and souls. If they didn’t do this, but rather allowed their hearts to be deceived so that they turned away and served and worshiped other gods the Lord’s anger would be kindled against them. He would then shut off the rain from the heavens so that the ground would not yield its fruitfulness, and they would perish quickly from the land that the Lord was giving to them. 

	9. According to 11:18-25 how were they to keep a constant awareness of these standards (v18, 19, 20) and what would be the results (v21, 22-24, 25)? How can we apply this? 
	Israel was to “put” (impress) these words of Moses on their heart and soul by “binding them on their hands” and making them “frontals on their foreheads”. In other words they were to apply them to their actions and their thinking. Furthermore, they were to teach them to their kids in every possible situation – when they were sitting down (hanging out), walking along the road, lying down (before they went to sleep), and when they got up in the mornings. These words were to be on their doorposts and their gates. Whatever it took they were to keep a constant awareness and conversation going about these words. If they would make these words their life their days and the days of their descendants would be multiplied in the land, as long as the heavens were above the earth (forever). Also, He would drive out the nations, dispossessing nations greater than Egypt. Every place their foot would walk would be theirs, from the wilderness to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the Mediterranean (western) Sea. The Lord would lay the dread of man on them in all of this land. The simply had to be careful to keep the commands of the Lord, love Him, walk in His ways and hold fast to Him. There is no limit to what God will do for us and through us if we remain specifically loyal to Him. Our faith and love is tested by our obedience in the details of life. To do this we must be in the Word and apply it to every situation we face. 

	10. In 11:26-32 what were Israel’s two options (v26, 27, 28) and how were they reinforce this choice (29-30, 31-32)? 
	Israel could either experience God’s blessing or God’s curse. If they listened to the commandments of the Lord and followed them they would be blessed; but if they did not listen to them but “did their own thing”, turning away from Him and following other gods, then they would be under the curse. The word “curse” means to have a word spoken that promises negative consequences (it is not some mystical thing with a power of its own). So God is saying that He promises negative consequences if they don’t listen to Him. This only makes sense since He is the One who has created all things and knows how life works best. They were to reinforce the necessity of this choice by writing all the blessings on Mt Gerizim and all the curses on Mt Ebal. Then, when they crossed into Canaan and arrived there they were to speak all of these so that everyone would be put on notice of the results of each path. So, they were to be careful to do all the statutes and judgments that Moses was setting before them that day. In the next part of this sermon he would lay out all of the specific commands of the Law. 

	11. Look back over Deut 9-11. How did Moses encourage Israel to faithfulness both negatively (9:1-10:11) and positively (10:12-11:32)? How does He do this for us? 
	Moses encouraged Israel to faithfulness from two directions – the consequences of disobedience, stubbornness and rebellion, and the blessings of love, faithfulness and specific obedience. He reminded them of the way Israel had provoked God in the wilderness, first at the golden calf, then at other places. In each case God’s discipline came upon them. He later reminded them of the discipline of the Lord against Pharaoh and against Dathan and Abiram. He had no limit to the way He could bring discipline against those who resisted Him. On the other hand Moses reiterated the awesomeness and greatness of God, as well as the incredible prosperity of the land that God had given to them. It only made sense to follow Him and love Him since He had so many blessings to give to His people. This is the same way for us; we resist God’s principles and Word to our own hurt. When we apply His Word to our life humbly it saves us from many unnecessary negative situations and brings incredible blessings into our lives. 


